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Thinking of homeschooling but aren’t sure you can do it? 

This book is for you!

Not sure you have the education or patience to homeschool? 

This book is for you!

Curious about what homeschool really looks like day to day? 

This book is for you!

Overwhelmed by homeschool options and not sure which one is 
right for your family? 

This book is for you!

A homeschooler but unsure you want to continue? 

This book is for you!

I wanted to put this book together for you. When I started 
homeschooling, I didn’t know what it looked like, I didn’t know 
where to start, I didn’t know who did it or how. This book was 
created as a way to look inside—through a literary window—
at the lives of several homeschoolers. The true beauty of 
homeschooling is that it can take so many forms. You can tailor 
homeschool specifically for your family. Together we will show 
you what we do and how we do it. You are then free to mold 
whatever ideas you like into your story.

What this book isn’t:

This book isn’t a book comparing homeschool, public school, 
private school, or other education options. We are not going 
to tell you what is best for you or your kids because we don’t 
know you or your options. The goal of this book is to let you 
see the nuts and bolts of what homeschool is for us and offer 
encouragement so you know it is an option for you, too. Nothing 
in this book is geared to compare methods or teaching styles. 
Instead it is to help open your eyes to the different options out 
there. We as parents and teachers are here to work together, 
learning and encouraging each other.

I decided to compile this book because I have heard so many 
people talk about how they would like to homeschool but can’t 
for one reason or another. It makes me sad to realize people 
don’t consider homeschooling as an option because they don’t 
believe they can do it. 
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Those of us who are homeschooling are not from any special 
breed. We can’t all win Trivial Pursuit or have saint-like stores of 
patience. Our kids aren’t perfect either. People who homeschool 
are just about as diverse as society on this planet. That is why I 
believe homeschool can work for you, too.

In this book:

This book is a series of interviews with several homeschool 
families. Listen as these families answer the questions “Why do 
you homeschool?” “What does it look like?” “What do you teach?” 
“What do your kids think?” and many more. Our goal is to share 
with you the how’s and why’s, the successes and failures.

I have created this book for me—I am learning, struggling, and 
growing as a homeschooler but have been very curious to know 
how others do it. That being said, it is also for you. I want you 
to gain this same information and encouragement. I want you 
to know that homeschooling is possible. Sure, it is hard, but it 
is so rewarding.

I have been so encouraged by reading and compiling all the 
answers. I love this book and it is a privilege to share it 
with you. 

Contributors:

The contributors to this book have been asked or volunteered 
to be part of the project. There was no special requirement for 
being accepted. They are not super homeschoolers and don’t 
have extra-brilliant kids. They are just families like mine and 
like yours with challenges and triumphs. 

The contributors are all bloggers. Some blog specifically about 
homeschool, some never blog about homeschool, and some 
blog about many things, including homeschool. I went to the 
blogging community for a few reasons:

•	 These folks like to write

•	 Other people know of them and are often curious about how 
they homeschool.

•	 If there are particular families you connect with, you can find 
and get to know them better online. 
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There is a very strong Christian theme in many of the interviews. 
Though it is a reason why I homeschool, it was not the intention 
when I put together the book to make it primarily a Christian 
book. I am not sure about international percentages, but from 
what I have seen, the homeschool community includes a large 
percentage of Christian families. This book represents that 
perspective, but if you are reading as a non-Christian, I want 
you to know from the beginning that it isn’t a requirement and 
that you are totally welcome to join in and enjoy. We are bringing 
and sharing who we are and what we believe. 

For lack of a good way to order chapters in this book—because all 
the contributors are amazing and different in their own ways—I 
have chosen to present them in the order in which I received 
them.

Please: 

I want to make perfectly clear that the goal of this book is not 
to make comparisons. As mentioned in many of the interviews, 
homeschooling (as well as parenting) is very personal. This 
book wasn’t created to make you think you need to do your 
homeschool a different way. Only you and your family can figure 
out the best way. This book was created so that you can see lots 
of examples to help you brainstorm your own path. 

As parents, and humans, it is way too easy to compare ourselves 
with others, either making us feel better or worse about ourselves. 
Don’t do that. By picking up this book, you can consider yourself 
automatically a friend and part of the group. We are all here to 
help each other grow while finding and following our own paths. 

Format:

This book is a collection of interviews. All the families had the 
same list of interview questions to work from, but they were 
given the choice of skipping or adding questions as they felt it 
would best communicate their stories. 

Because of this you, can read the book from start to finish or pick 
and choose different chapters as they relate to your situation. 



You 

Can

Disclaimer:

Most of the links in this book are affiliate links. I encouraged 
contributors to include them where they could. They did the 
work and took time out of their schedule to share a part of 
themselves and contribute, and if they can make some money 
from the time spent, I think they should.

If you are new to the term, affiliate link means that if you follow 
one of the links from this book and make a purchase (i.e., 
purchase a curriculum that someone recommends), the retailer 
will pay a small percentage to the contributor. You will be charged 
the same for the book (or program) either way, but if the retailer 
knows that the sale came from a specific recommendation, they 
reward the person who recommended it. 

That being said, recommendations in this book are based 
on personal experience, and no one is paid to recommend 
any particular curriculum. 

If you wish to help support a specific contributor and would like 
to purchase, please follow the link in the chapter and purchase 
that way. To not participate in the affiliate process, just search 
for the curriculum without following the link. 

Finally:

This book is full of real people who have taken the homeschool 
journey or are taking it now. If there are specific people you 
connect with, please go find them at their blog or on social 
media and connect with them. As a blogger and writer, I can say 
that I love hearing from and connecting with readers. 

This isn’t my book. This is our book—mine, every one of the 
contributors’, and yours.

Putting this book together, I felt as if we were all hanging out, 
drinking tea and chatting. Because of location, schedules, money, 
and, of course, homeschooling, it is hard to do that physically, 
but this book lets us do it through literary means. 

Grab a cup for yourself and come join us!
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Endorsement

“Ever wondered what it is really like to 
homeschool? Twenty-six families share 

the good, the bad, and the not-so-pretty 
things that can make up a homeschool 

lifestyle. Grab a cup of coffee and “chat” 
with these homeschool moms as you read 
the pages of this book. If you’re looking 
for picture perfect, you won’t find that 

here. What you will find are homeschool 
moms who honestly share the ups and 
downs of the homeschool life. Discover 
their joys, experiences, concerns, and 
why they don’t quit. Whether you’re 

a newbie, a veteran homeschooler, or 
somewhere in between, you’ll enjoy these 
candid looks at homeschooling.” ~Gena 
Suarez, Publisher, The Old Schoolhouse 

Magazine, LLC
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Kristen – The Frugal Girl

“I always knew I wanted to homeschool my children, and my 
husband had decided on homeschooling as well before he even 

met me” – Kristen

Tell me a bit about your family. 

I have four kids, ranging from second grade to seventh grade. I 
live on the East Coast of the U.S., and I’ve been homeschooling 
since my oldest turned 5. I’m a homeschool graduate myself. 
In addition to educating my children, I am the music director at 
church and I write a blog about frugal living at The Frugal Girl.

How and why did you decide to start homeschooling?

I always knew I wanted to homeschool my children, and my 
husband had decided on homeschooling as well before he even 
met me. So we haven’t ever considered any other options. Also, 
we’re committed to Christian education and we could never 
afford private Christian school for all four kids. Homeschooling 
is much more budget-friendly.

There are so many reasons I homeschool that it would take 
forever to list them all. Primarily, we desire to give our kids a 
Christ-centered, high-quality education, and homeschooling is 
the best route for us to do that.
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What were your concerns starting out?

I didn’t really have any. Since I grew up in a homeschooled 
environment, I’m very familiar with the process.

When you started, what did you know about 

homeschooling?

I knew a lot about it, since I’m a homeschool graduate. I think 
that’s helped me to avoid some of the newbie fears that are 
so common. I know a lot of fellow homeschool graduates, and 
observing the successes they’ve had as adults quells any fears I 
might have about whether homeschooling can work.

How long have you been homeschooling?

The 2012-13 school year will be our ninth.

Do you follow a specific curriculum or method? 
I don’t. I mix and match as I see fit. I use some traditional 
workbooks (like Saxon math), but I lean toward a more Charlotte 
Mason-style approach with some other subjects.

What does your typical school day look like? 

That depends on what schedule my husband is working. When 
he’s working first shift, we get started right after breakfast, take 
a break for lunch, and finish up in the early afternoon.

When he’s working second shift, my older children work 
independently during the morning, and then when my husband 
leaves, I work with the younger two.

What was your best field trip?
This winter we took an overnight trip to visit Monticello (we were 
studying the presidents, and my children were fascinated when 
we learned about Thomas Jefferson’s home). My husband came 
along and it was a really fun and educational trip. 

Tell me about a day that didn’t work at all.

I can’t remember one in particular, but there are definitely days 
when I feel exhausted/frustrated at the end!
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Are there specific challenges you face with 
homeschooling? 

Nope.

Have you ever thought about quitting? 

Not seriously. But sometimes when I’ve had a particularly bad 
day, I have fleeting thoughts about how lovely it would be to 
send my children off to school. When I think about why we 
homeschool, that brings me back to my senses.

Are you planning to homeschool for a specific length of 
time?

I plan to continue through high school as long as no unforeseen 
obstacles come up.

What do your kids like about homeschooling?

They like the flexibility, the relaxed dress code, and the efficiency 
(more time to play!)

Are there things your kids don’t like about 
homeschooling?

Not so far. I mean, there are subjects they don’t like and days 
when they’re frustrated/weary, but they never think that going 
to traditional school would be an improvement.

What about you as a parent? What are your favorite 
parts and least favorite parts of homeschooling?

My favorite part is the flexibility! I love being able to make our 
own schedule.

My least favorite is correcting math. Blech.

Have you learned any tricks for planning better?

I do most of my planning in the summer and not a lot during the 
school year. 
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How has the homeschool schedule benefited or 
otherwise affected your family life?

My husband’s work schedule is prone to change, and 
homeschooling has allowed the kids and me to adjust to his 
work schedule. This gives us a lot more family time than we’d 
have otherwise.

What do you see as the biggest misconception people 
have when they think of homeschooling? 

Probably that homeschooling is like regular school except that 
it’s done at home. A lot of the trappings of traditional schooling 
aren’t necessary when you’re at home (things like chalkboards, 
uniforms, lots of testing, and report cards).

Another misconception is that we stay at home all the time and 
never get out and interact with other people.

Are you worried about socialization? Why or why not? 

Not at all. I grew up homeschooled, and my homeschooled peers 
and I are all quite capable of interacting with people. My own 
children are polite and friendly and have no problems maintaining 
friendships with non-homeschooled children.

How do you know whether you’re successful in your 
homeschooling?

My children are all functioning at or above their grade levels 
in every subject, and they’re also good at relating to people 
of varying age ranges. In addition, they’re learning to teach 
themselves, which is a very important lifelong skill.

How often does the homeschool day go as planned?

Maybe 50 percent of the time. I wish it were more than that, but 
life is unpredictable.

Why do you keep homeschooling? Is it different from 
why you started?

My reasons for continuing on are pretty much the same as my 
reasons for starting. 
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If you could tell someone thinking about starting 
homeschooling, or burned out on homeschooling one 
thing, what would it be?

For a new homeschooler: Try not to worry or be afraid. There 
are a lot of homeschool graduates out there who are doing 
well in college, in the workplace, and in their neighborhoods. 
Homeschooling can work just as well as or better than public 
schooling, so don’t be worried about that.

For a burned-out homeschooler: Take a break! If you and your 
children are having a hard time, sometimes a week off is just 
the thing. 

Also, don’t try to do too much in the way of outside commitments. 
… Homeschooling is a big job, and if you are never home, you’ll 
have a hard time getting things done. Homeschooling is a season 
of life; it’s probably not the time to do a lot of volunteer work 
or be involved in a heavy-duty Bible study and organize lots of 
events. Keep it simple so you can keep your sanity. All too soon 
your children will be grown up and graduating, and then you’ll 
be in a season of life that will be a little freer.

Kristen writes about cheerfully living on less on 
her blog, The Frugal Girl. She works hard to create a 
happy life on a budget for her husband and four kids, 
and is passionate about simplicity, photography, 
homeschooling, eco-friendly living, and Jesus. 
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Lee Binz – The HomeScholar

“When people ask me what homeschooling looks like, I often 
tell them it looks like my boy, lying on top of my dog, reading 

a book in the sun.” – Lee

Tell me a bit about your family. 

My husband and I live in Seattle, and we homeschooled our 
two children for eight years. While we were homeschooling, we 
enjoyed camping and hiking and attending every baseball game, 
soccer game, and swim meet imaginable. When our children 
graduated in 2006, they both received full-tuition scholarships 
to their first-choice universities. That allowed me the financial 
freedom to pursue my dream job: helping parents homeschool 
high school. Currently, my husband and I love working together 
in our business at The HomeScholar.com, trying to help parents 
in their chosen career as homeschool teachers. 

How and why did you decide to start homeschooling?

We had so many friends who were homeschooling that it 
seemed only natural for us to homeschool, too. Still, we were 
hesitant (scared!). We started our children in the public school 
system and kept waiting for it to meet their needs, but it just 
didn’t. After a few years, I realized I could do a better job with 
both hands tied behind my back, so we took the plunge. We 
began homeschooling for academic reasons, trying to keep 
my gifted children challenged. It quickly became obvious that 
homeschooling solved our problem of socialization, too. My shy 
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child became much more confident and outgoing. My headstrong 
child stopped being a bully and became pleasantly outgoing. 

What were your concerns starting out?

Before we started homeschooling, my children were in a public 
elementary school.  Every time we had a parent-teacher 
conference, the teachers expressed concerns about socialization. 
Our children’s academics were always above average, so the 
only problems they had in public school were socialization 
problems. As we thought about homeschooling, naturally I 
was most concerned about socialization. As soon as we started 
homeschooling, though, those problems disappeared!

I was also concerned about overprotecting my children. I wanted 
them to experience life without being sheltered too much. At the 
same time, I didn’t want them to be exposed to the “R-rated” 
nature of some facets of society. I found that homeschooling 
was the perfect way to expose them to information in a safe 
and secure way without indoctrinating them into the confused, 
violent, hyper-sexualized culture of today. 

When you started, what did you know about 
homeschooling?

I had friends at church and on sports teams who were 
homeschooling, and that always helped me to feel like it was a 
normal thing to do. They helped me find a homeschool support 
group in our local area. I attended a monthly support group for 
parents, and they had a speaker on different topics each time. 
They had a lending library, Scholastic book sales, and monthly 
field trips. I also attended a different support group that focused 
more on getting the kids together. With that group, the children 
and I attended the “homeschool skate” event each week during 
school hours. Then in the summer, we met at different parks 
each week, and everyone brought sports equipment and games 
to play. We developed wonderful friendships that lasted for years! 

How long did you homeschool?

I homeschooled for eight years, from the time my children were 
in third and fifth grades until they graduated from homeschooling 
high school.  The math doesn’t work out until you realize we 
graduated our boys at the same time, when they were 18 and 16. 
When they graduated, they both earned full-tuition scholarships 
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to their first-choice universities. 

Did you follow a specific curriculum or method? 
When I began homeschooling, my friends suggested Sonlight 
Curriculum because it is so easy for beginners to use. I liked 
it because it was literature-based, and the literature-based 
curriculum had been the only good thing about our experience 
in the public-school gifted program. It seemed really expensive 
at the time, but I figured a whole year of Sonlight cost less 
than a month at a private school, so it seemed worth the risk. 
My children loved it! When we got the big box of books, they 
wanted to start homeschooling that same day! It was a very 
smooth transition into homeschooling, and I felt like Sonlight 
really held my hand through the change from public school. 

 
Sonlight was such a perfect fit for my children; we kept using 
it and loving it. After five years, my children had read almost 
all the books in their program because they were such prolific 
readers. At that time, I felt like Sonlight had trained me how to 
homeschool, and I was able to create my own literature-based 
curriculum.

What did your typical school day look like?

When people ask me what homeschooling looks like, I often tell 
them it looks like my boy, lying on top of my dog, reading a book 
in the sun. Our homeschool room was the room with the dog 
and the book. We had a rigorous, academic homeschool, and so 
we were often busy from about 8 in the morning until about 3 in 
the afternoon. I had a schedule and an assignment sheet, and 
my children would work through them fairly independently, so I 
could supervise and do household chores at the same time. Each 
day I would spend a few minutes with each child, making sure 
he understood his assignments, reviewing math concepts, going 
over memorization, or answering questions. One child could 
work independently while I had the meeting with the other, and 
it really kept them on task. 

At the high school level, we started our day with math 
independently. The boys would watch the video tutorial and do 
their assignments while I got my morning chores done. Then we 
did French together, and I read aloud from our literature book. 
I read aloud to my children until the oldest was 18 years old—
still my fondest memories! Then the children would do science 
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independently. At lunch I would hear their Scripture verses. After 
lunch we would alternate between some of the shorter subjects. 
They might read their Worldview books or study for the SAT 
or ACT. After that, they worked on their writing assignments 
and read their history and literature books until 3. Then they 
practiced their piano before we went to sports practice. Although 
I counted that as music and PE credit for high school, it seemed 
so normal to do them “after school” like their friends. 

We often talked about being thankful that they didn’t have to 
come home from soccer practice, exhausted, and face hours of 
additional homework. 

Tell me about a really exciting or successful day.

We worked our heavy academic subjects four days a week. 
The fifth day was when we focused more on delight-directed 
learning. In elementary school, the fifth day was when we went 
to the park or went roller-skating or met with friends. In high 
school, that was the day for my children to do special projects or 
work on their electives. They had to get their math and foreign 
language done in the morning to make sure they didn’t fall behind. 
After that, the day was free for working on their electives—
which meant that each week we had a really exciting and 
successful day, encouraging our children to do what they loved.  
 
My oldest son loves chess. He spent time studying chess, 
becoming nationally ranked. He also taught chess classes to 
homeschool groups and at private schools and inner-city after-
school programs. My younger son loves politics and economics. 
He spent time studying subjects independently. Eventually he 
was offered a job as a research assistant at a public-policy think 
tank and was active in politics and economics there. 

Tell me about a day that didn’t work at all.

In my homeschool, there were things I did well (like math and 
science) and things that completely baffled me (like art). When 
we had a “bad homeschool day,” it almost always involved art 
in one way or another. I tried various art projects, but they 
were all so messy that I lacked the follow-through necessary 
to make sure the project actually happened. Even when I did 
manage to start an art project, I never seemed to allow enough 
time to do it and didn’t follow through to make sure the project 
was completed later. For example, I thought we should try oil 
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paints. I bought all the equipment and got the kids outside to 
work on painting a springtime landscape. It was a great idea, 
and my children seemed to like it, but it took much longer than 
I expected. After about two hours, we had to stop to get back 
to our academic subjects, and we never returned to finish those 
oil paintings. I wish I had given them more time for projects like 
that! 

I tried everything I could think of to get my children interested 
in art. Finally I signed them up for a pottery-wheel class, hoping 
they would enjoy working in the mud. The first day of the class, 
as my son threw his clay on the wheel, he managed to injure 
himself. His palm became impaled on the sculpting tool he was 
holding as he threw the clay! Leave it to my family to get injured 
doing art. … For us, it wasn’t so much that we had one bad day 
of homeschooling. For us, we had one bad subject that we really 
struggled with. 

Were there specific challenges you faced with 
homeschooling?

My younger son is anaphylactic to peanuts. He is one of those 
children you read about who could die if exposed to the smallest 
microscopic speck of peanut. I didn’t want to overprotect my 
children, and it was very difficult to balance protecting him from 
a life-threatening allergy and overprotecting him so he didn’t 
know how to care for his own lifelong condition. 

Both of my children are highly gifted, and it was extremely 
challenging to homeschool them. I was always unsure, always 
anxious about how to keep them challenged without exposing 
them to things beyond their maturity level. In the beginning, 
it was a concern about making their reading challenging but 
appropriate for their age. Later on I had concerns about dual 
enrollment in community college and whether that might be a 
good fit for them. 

Did you ever think about quitting?

Once we began homeschooling, it was such a perfect fit for my 
family that I never seriously considered quitting. I did have 
times of extreme anxiety, though. It seemed like every May or 
June I would have such anxiety about the curriculum for the 
coming year that I could barely sleep! And each August I would 



You 

Can

get very anxious to begin school. I worried my children would 
suddenly rebel or misbehave somehow and I wouldn’t be able 
to teach them. Each fall, we started school on Labor Day so my 
husband could be at home and help me through the first day of 
school. Nothing bad ever happened, but I was still anxious and 
my husband was happy to be available just to calm my nerves. 

What do your kids like about homeschooling?

My children loved being homeschooled. They still talk fondly 
about it. They are both thankful that we homeschooled.  They 
loved the literature, loved the reading, and loved the history and 
science and math. Even now, as adults, they love learning and 
are constantly learning new things with online classes. 

What about you as a parent? What are your favorite 
parts and least favorite parts of homeschooling?

My favorite part of homeschooling was also my least favorite 
part of homeschooling: the read-aloud books. I loved reading 
them (well, most of them!), but it was so relaxing it sometimes 
put me to sleep! I think I developed the ability to literally read 
aloud while sleeping with my eyes open. As I would read, I had 
my children on each side of me. They were constantly playing 
with my hair—so relaxing! But it’s hard to read when you are 
that relaxed. So, yes, reading books aloud was my favorite and 
least favorite part of homeschooling. 

How much time did you spend preparing lessons? Did 
you learn any tricks for planning better?

I used Sonlight curriculum for many years, so I didn’t spend 
a lot of time with lesson plans. Each summer, I created an 
assignment-sheet list based on the curriculum I planned to use 
for the year. Each weekend, I spent about an hour putting the 
week of assignments onto the assignment sheet so there was no 
ambiguity about what they needed to accomplish. 

I had to plan ahead with Latin. I studied my Latin lesson for 
about two hours each weekend so that I was two weeks ahead 
of my children in Latin. In other subject areas, I didn’t work 
ahead. In math and science, I figured that if I knew the material 
I would be OK, and if I didn’t know the material in advance, they 
would have to rely on the video tutorial that I purchased. 
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How did the homeschool schedule affect or benefit your 
family life?

Because we homeschooled, we all had to work together as a 
family. Before we began to homeschool, I taught my children 
how to do laundry and dishes and simple cooking tasks. They 
started our first year of homeschooling able to help with every 
area. We incorporated chores into our school schedule, and they 
knew exactly what chores to do and when to do them. That 
helped them make the transition into adulthood much easier. 

What do you see as the biggest misconception  people 
have when they think of homeschooling? 

People sometimes think homeschooling can prevent major 
problems from happening to their children. Homeschooling can’t 
ensure complete safety of your child—things can still happen. 
Homeschooling can’t ensure your child’s salvation—that is still a 
personal decision they make. In addition, homeschooling can’t 
make them smarter, more polite, or more popular either, but the 
extra time spent in parenting can shape and mold their behavior, 
which might result in a higher likelihood of having sweet children! 
Homeschooling can’t even prevent your children from making 
foolish decisions as adults. Homeschooling can’t prove, solve, 
or make children anything—all those things have to come from 
within. 

 
There are no perfect schools or perfect teachers, and there won’t 
be perfect homeschools or perfect homeschool teachers either. 

Are you worried about socialization? Why or why not? 

Before I began homeschooling, I worried about socialization 
a lot. With one shy child and one assertive/aggressive child, 
socialization at school was my biggest worry. Once I began 
homeschooling, the socialization issue dissolved.  In a public-
school setting, during most of the day children are told not 
to talk to each other, they may not see each other outside of 
school, and most of their behavior is shaped by other children 
their own age. When you homeschool and children get together, 
the whole purpose is to socialize. They are expected to talk to 
one another and develop friendships. Most of their behavior is 
shaped and molded by adults, and socialization occurs when 
adults are present, leading to more civilized behavior. 
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How do you know whether you’re successful in your 
homeschooling?

Success in homeschooling is not dependent on how your children 
turn out. That may sound shocking, but it is true. Parents can’t 
control their adult children. They can only control their own 
choices and behaviors. Therefore, success in homeschooling 
must be based on what we do as parents and not on the results 
we see in our children. We are like a contractor who builds the 
foundation of a house. Our concrete must be strong, but our 
work cannot ensure that the house will be built properly. 

Success is when you “leave it all on the field,” as they say in sports. 
True success means you did your best, tried your hardest, and 
worked to prepare your children for the future. Parents cannot 
be perfect, but they can give their best effort. Success means 
giving your children the best possible education and character 
you can provide. After their education is complete, their choices 
are up to them. 

Your measurement of success cannot depend on your children’s 
behavior, because you can’t control their behavior. It can only 
depend on you. 

What are your concerns with homeschooling now? Are 
they different from when you started?

I worry about peer pressure—not with the children but with the 
parents. As homeschooling becomes more common and there 
are more and more parents homeschooling, there seems to be 
an increase in peer pressure. Parents feel they should join a 
homeschool co-op or participate in dual enrollment or use a 
specific curriculum or join a particular accreditation group. I 
encourage parents to look at their children, not other parents, 
as they make decisions about school. Instead of searching for 
the latest and greatest new ideas or curriculum, focus on tried 
and true methods. Don’t join groups or try something new just 
because someone else is doing it. First, determine if you need 
to make a change. If things are working, don’t change them! 
Then decide if the curriculum or experience is a good fit for your 
family. 
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If you could tell someone thinking about starting 
homeschooling, or burned out on homeschooling one 
thing, what would it be?

I encourage parents to homeschool independently. Homeschooling 
is legal in every state, and you can educate your children in a 
way that makes sense, without being tied to a school system. 
That will allow you to homeschool outside the box, keeping your 
children challenged but not overwhelmed. When you homeschool 
independently, you can choose a homeschool curriculum that is a 
perfect fit and teach any elective class under the sun. The world 
is your oyster! But when you tie yourself to a school system, 
alternative education, or an accreditation program, you lose 
all control and must follow their rules and desires. Parents are 
capable of providing a superior education that is the perfect fit 
for their children. 

Do you have any specific recommendations for parents 
and students thinking about homeschooling high 
school?

Yes, I have several resources on my website that you might want 
to check out. First is my HomeScholar Recommends homeschool 
curriculum page, which has a lot of information on what we used 
and what worked for us. It covers gifts, books, resources and 
curriculum, so it can help in a lot of ways. 

I also have created a “College Bound Reading List” you will 
enjoy. It is a compilation of lots of recommended books that 
will provide the balance of serious and lighter reading that the 
colleges are looking for.

Finally, I have several resources that will help parents with 
some of the key issues they face in high school. First is my 
homeschool transcript product, the Total Transcript Solution, 
which provides instructions and tools for making short work of 
this often-dreaded task. Second is my resource for homeschool 
records; the Comprehensive Record Solution provides extensive 
training, templates and step-by-step guidance on how to create 
a homeschool portfolio that colleges will love. Our transcripts 
and records are what opened the door to my boys’ winning those 
full-tuition scholarships, and I love it when others can replicate 
our success. 
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If you have a specific question about how to homeschool high 
school, take a look at my Parent Training a la Carte page. There 
you’ll find many hourlong courses on every difficult high school 
topic imaginable. 

Finally, if you just want to dip your toe into the whole homeschooling 
high school experience, check out my homeschool freebies page. 
I have free webinars, mini-courses, and special reports that will 
answer many of your questions.

Lee Binz is The HomeScholar. Her mission is “helping 
parents homeschool high school.” Lee and her husband, 
Matt, homeschooled their two sons from elementary 
through high school. Upon graduation, both boys 
received four-year, full-tuition scholarships from their 
first-choice universities. This enables Lee to pursue her 
dream job: encouraging parents as they homeschool 
their children through high school. Her free mini-
course “The 5 Biggest Mistakes Parents Make When 
Homeschooling High School” is a great introduction to 
high school essentials. Her free newsletter provides 
monthly encouragement and support. Her homeschool 
transcript solution teaches parents how to create high 
school transcripts for every homeschool style. You can 
get a daily dose of high school help at her blog, The 
HomeScholar Helper. You will find Lee online at www.
TheHomeScholar.com and on her blog, Facebook, Twitter, 
Pinterest, and YouTube. 
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Nancy Sathre-Vogel – Family on 
Bikes

“After spending grade 4 in Idaho, we took off on our bicycles 
again—this time to spend three years cycling 17,000 miles 

from Alaska to Argentina.” – Nancy

Tell me a bit about your family.

We are the Vogel family—Mom, Dad, and twin 14-year-old sons. 
At this point in time, we’ve opted to call Boise, Idaho, home 
but know that might change if, at any point, we wake up in the 
morning and realize Boise isn’t meeting our needs anymore. 
 
During our sons’ fourteen years on this planet, they lived in 
Ethiopia, Taiwan, and Malaysia before moving to the United 
States when they were 7. Their third-grade year was spent on 
two wheels, cycling around the U.S. and Mexico to explore their 
own continent. After spending grade 4 in Idaho, we took off 
on our bicycles again—this time to spend three years cycling 
17,000 miles from Alaska to Argentina.

See what I mean about how we might very well decide to pack 
up and move on again?

How and why did you decide to start homeschooling?

Homeschooling for us was a lifestyle choice, not an educational 
choice. My husband and I are both long-term schoolteachers 
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and had found a great program for our children. Our sons loved 
school, we loved their school, and everything was hunky dory. 
However, there was this thing called a bike that was calling …

If you had to describe each of your kids as an animal, 
which would it be and why?

• Davy is very definitely a horse—strong and capable but pliable 
and willing to submit to the desires of others.

• Daryl is a donkey—stubborn as all get-out and set in his ways. 
For him, the color gray does not exist; his world is black and 
white.

What were your concerns starting out?

For us, being teachers anyway, the educational side of our life 
was easy. I can’t recall any particular concerns we had.

When you started, what did you know about 
homeschooling?

Of course I had heard of homeschoolers. I had heard the 
stories of socially awkward or inept kids. I had even had a few 
homeschooled kids come into my classroom after homeschooling 
failed dramatically. I think I might have even heard of a few 
success stories.

When we first started, it was going to be a one-year thing. My 
husband and I planned to take one year off from teaching to 
travel. We figured our kids would easily be able to make up 
whatever they missed that year. We would take them out of 
third grade and then put them back for fourth and trusted they 
would do fine. 

Little did we know this would become a long-term thing.

How long have you been homeschooling?

We road-schooled our sons for third grade and then put them 
back in school for fourth. Since then, we’ve been homeschooling 
four years.
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Do you follow a specific curriculum or method?
Not at all! That’s the beauty of our lifestyle—we’re always in 
interesting places to learn about. We take advantage of our 
travels to learn whatever our world wants to teach us.

That said, we do now have a formal curriculum for math. At the 
younger ages, everything our sons needed to know about math 
could easily be taught through our experiences. Once they get 
older and are ready for more complex mathematics, it doesn’t 
come as easily. Our boys now have math books and are steadily 
working through them.

What does your typical school day look like?

Typical day? You’re kidding, right?

When we were on the road, our days varied tremendously. There 
were days when we pedaled only 20 miles and arrived at a hotel 
by noon, so the boys had plenty of time to work on math or visit 
local museums or talk with restaurant owners. Other days we 
spent 12 or more hours cycling long distances and we arrived 
after darkness, exhausted. Math was a very, very low priority on 
those days.

Tell me about a really exciting or successful day.

One of my favorite days, from an educational perspective, was 
the day we arrived in San Julian, on the Atlantic coast very near 
the southern tip of South America. We had no idea that we were 
entering into the staging ground for the Argentine army during 
the Falklands War.

As you can imagine, the loss of the Falklands War is still very 
much in the minds of the Argentine people, and the wounds are 
still raw and jagged. They have erected one of their planes on a 
pedestal in the central plaza; it has pictures of the British ships 
it sank painted on its side. We heard about the war from the 
Argentine perspective, from local people.

At the same time, we were traveling with a British cyclist so got 
to hear the stories from the other perspective as well. It was 
fascinating to compare stories and learn there are two sides to 
every story.
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Are there specific challenges you face with 
homeschooling?

Our biggest challenge when we arrived back home was trying to 
figure out what to do with our sons. After all their experiences on 
the road, they aren’t “normal” teenagers anymore, and a program 
designed for “most” kids won’t work for ours at all. We managed 
to work out a program with our local school district where the 
boys take advanced math and science classes through them and 
we homeschool the rest. It’s been working out perfectly.

Have you ever thought about quitting?

I don’t think so. At this point, our sons are old enough to make 
many decisions for themselves. They know going to school 
full time is an option, but so far they both enjoy the half-time 
program. If they want to go to school full time, we will totally 
support that.

Are you planning to homeschool for a specific length of 
time?

We will allow our sons to make that decision. If they want to 
homeschool full time, that’s an option. It’s all an option, including 
going back to full-time travel.

What do your kids like about homeschooling?

They like the flexibility. Last year we heard about a new robotics 
club starting up that they wanted to join. Trouble is, it was a 
long way from home. During the build season, we were driving 
75 minutes to the build and 75 minutes back home—didn’t get 
home until 10:15 four nights a week. We could do that because 
the boys didn’t need to get up until 9 to get to their math/
science classes. There was no way they could have handled the 
demands of the robotics if they also needed to juggle a full-time 
load in school.

What about you as a parent? What are your favorite 
parts and least favorite parts of homeschooling?

I like watching my kids go where their interests lie and not 
be burned out from having to learn other stuff. They love the 
robotics and have learned a lot from it. As homeschoolers, we 
can go that way. 
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How much time do you spend preparing lessons? Have 
you learned any tricks for planning better?

Ummm … none. We use our lives as the basis for school. We do 
spend a lot of time researching and learning about the places 
we visit, but we do that together. I don’t spend any extra time 
getting things organized for them.

How has the homeschool schedule benefited or 
otherwise affected your family life?

The ability we have to homeschool has completely changed our 
lives! If we hadn’t been able to take our kids out of school, we 
would never have able to travel like we did. And being together 
24/7 as a family has had a tremendous impact on our lives.

What do you see as the biggest misconception that 
people have when they think of homeschooling? 

I think people think that the schools/curriculum designers 
have all the answers. They think that there is something 
magical in “the curriculum” and that the people who 
design curriculums have researched them extensively and 
“know” that they are preparing kids for what they’ll need to 
know beyond school. As a teacher, I know that’s not true. 
 
Ultimately, there is too much information in this world for 
everyone to know it all. Each person needs to know different 
things, and truth be told, it doesn’t matter what you know. The 
vast majority of jobs our kids will go into as adults haven’t even 
been created yet—how can we prepare our kids for jobs we 
don’t even know the requirements for?

All we can do is teach our kids how to learn and help them 
develop a love of learning. That’s all they really need to know.

Are you worried about socialization? Why or why not? 

I do think kids need to be with other kids. Whether that comes 
in a school setting or some other setting doesn’t matter, but we 
do need to take steps to get our kids interacting with other kids 
on a regular basis.
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How do you know whether you’re successful in your 
homeschooling?

If my kids can go on to college and land in a career that is 
personally fulfilling to them, I’ll know I have succeeded. Until 
then, it’s really anybody’s guess.

Why do you keep homeschooling? Is it different from 
why you started?

Totally different. We started homeschooling in order to travel full 
time. Now that we are back home, that reason no longer stands. 
Now we homeschool because that’s what our sons have chosen.

What are your concerns with homeschooling now? Are 
they different from when you started?

We have opted to have our children take advanced math and 
science classes through the schools because, simply put, we 
don’t have the money to do it nearly as well as the school does it. 
Our school has great programs, with lots of materials available. 
Although my husband could teach those classes (and has taught 
them in the past), we don’t have the money to buy the materials. 
It’s hard to justify buying a $500 microscope when it’ll be used 
sporadically for two kids for a few years. Our school has them 
and uses them every year for many students. Overall, our kids 
are getting a far superior education through the school than we 
would ever be able to provide at home.

If you could tell someone thinking about starting 
homeschooling, or burned out on homeschooling one 
thing, what would it be?

Trust in your kids. They are bright and capable. Put opportunity 
at their feet and watch them jump in.

Nancy Sathre-Vogel is a modern-day nomad who 
wanders the globe in search of adventure and beads. 
Along with her husband and children, she spent many 
years teaching school in various countries, and then 
spent four years living and traveling on bikes. Now, 
she lives in Boise, Idaho encouraging others to head 
out and live their dream. 
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Natalie Klejwa – Visionary 
Womanhood 

“I felt that a private, tutorial education, historically used to 
train leaders, might have greater benefit to the futures of my 
children than a conveyor-belt-type education geared toward 

training the masses.” – Natalie

Tell me a bit about your family.

Joe and I have been married 20 years and have nine children—
five boys and four girls—ranging in age from less than a year 
to 18. We live in Apple Valley, Minn. My husband is an engineer 
for the city of Minneapolis, and I own and operate a web-based 
home business (Apple Valley Natural Soap), making and selling 
all-natural shampoo and body bars. When I’m not educating our 
children, I enjoy many of the homemaking arts as well as music, 
reading, and writing.

How and why did you decide to start homeschooling?

I first heard of home education when I was in high school (I 
graduated in 1985). My mother bought a couple of books written 
by pioneers of the movement, Dr. Raymond and Dorothy Moore. 
After reading those books, I had a strong desire to home-educate, 
should the Lord ever bless me with a husband and children of 
my own. I got a degree in English education from Northwestern 
College, in Roseville, Minn., because I wanted to be prepared to 
legally teach if the government ever decided to limit our home-
education freedoms. It was extremely important to me that my 
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future progeny be discipled in the ways and wisdom of our Creator 
rather than be taught that He doesn’t exist or is irrelevant to us. 
In addition, I felt that a private, tutorial education, historically 
used to train leaders, might have greater benefit to the futures of 
my children than a conveyor-belt-type education geared toward 
training the masses.

If you had to describe each of your kids as an animal, 
which would it be and why?

They are all little lambs. Needy, foolish, and very precious. 

What were your concerns starting out?

My only concern was that my freedom to home-educate might 
one day be taken away! Other than that, I had no concerns. … 
I just completely looked forward to learning alongside my little 
children. And we’ve had a marvelous time of it!

When you started, what did you know about 
homeschooling?

I had read several books to prepare myself for this adventure 
long before I ever got married. Additionally, while still single, 
I volunteered to assist my pastor’s wife one day a week for 
several months in a situation where I was able to “practice” 
homeschooling firsthand!  Once we had started our family and 
my first child was three years old, I joined a local support group 
that met monthly. This was extremely helpful, as I gleaned 
much wisdom from older, seasoned homeschooling mothers. 
I also attended the Minnesota Association of Christian Home 
Educators’ (MACHE) yearly conference, which provided me with 
ongoing education and support for the homeschooling task.

How long have you been homeschooling?

Fifteen years. My oldest son, by the grace of God, was able to 
finish high school when he was 16 and go on to graduate this 
year, at the age of 18, from college. This next year I’ll have a 
10th-grader, a seventh-grader, a fifth-grader, a third-grader, and 
a second-grader, along with a four-year-old, two-year-old and 
an infant. 

Do you follow a specific curriculum or method? 
I have used many different types of curriculums over the years 
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for all the different subjects. What seems to work well for one 
child doesn’t always fly with the next one, so we’ve had to be 
flexible and open to trying new things. I think I have narrowed 
some things down. 

MATH: We like Math-U-See, although I am trying the old Ray’s 
Arithmetic for my seven- and nine-year-olds this next year. 
They have not done as well with the workbook style of learning, 
and I think they need more one-on-one with me to grasp the 
concepts. Once they get up into junior high and start algebra, I 
switch to Teaching Textbooks. My oldest son did well with Saxon 
all the way through, though. 

WRITING: I love the Institute for Excellence in Writing, and I 
won’t use anything else. It is a superior writing program on so 
many levels. 

I’ve tried all kinds of grammar and spelling programs and still 
haven’t settled on what I like best! I’m no help to anyone there. 

HISTORY, LITERATURE, WORLDVIEW, PHILOSOPHY, ARTS: 
Tapestry of Grace. I do not follow its program the way it’s 
organized, as it is too overwhelming for us, but I’ve put together 
my own way of doing it that works terrifically. I think it is 
important to recognize that we, as the parents, are the teachers 
and fully capable of doing things in the way we think is best for 
our family. One of the beauties of home education is that it is 
tailor-made to each family. Uniquely designed to meet the needs 
of your particular children. 

SCIENCE: Apologia Science for junior and senior high. For 
grade school, we just read good books that cover topics such 
as animals, weather, plants, rocks, and space. We have fun 
reading together. Collecting rocks and insects, raising hamsters, 
butterflies and cockatiels, and other “natural discovery” types 
of activities round out the science experience for the little ones. 

Our kids are required to take two years of piano lessons, after 
which they may quit if they have no further interest, or they can 
elect to switch to another instrument of their choice. Our oldest 
quit music after his two years, our second took up the violin and 
has been playing for six years, our third loves the piano and is 
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continuing with it, and our fourth is probably going to quit music 
altogether when he is finished with his two-year requirement. 
We don’t start lessons until they are between the ages of 7 and 
10, and once lessons commence, they are required to practice a 
minimum of 30 minutes a day. Those who are older and want to 
practice longer do so.

What does your typical school day look like?

I try to get up at 6 to shower, dress, have a quiet time with 
the Lord, answer e-mails, package orders for our home-based 
business, and get breakfast ready.  The kids get up at 8 for 
breakfast. School begins at 9 and we work until lunch at 11:30. 
For the most part, my job is done then. Some of the kids may 
have more work to do, but they don’t need me to help them. 
After lunch, the young kids go down for naps and I either read, 
write, or work on our home business. The older kids help with 
the business if I have jobs for them to do. (They get paid!) I 
make dinner around 5, and after dinner we clean up the house 
and have free time. I usually finish up projects until 8:30, and 
then I read to the kiddos before bedtime. The kids are down at 
9, and I read until 9:30 and go to bed myself. Does it ever go 
exactly like this? No. But this is what I aim for!

Tell me about a really exciting or successful day.

I can’t think of a specific day, but to me, a successful day would 
be one in which the children were pleasant, the schoolwork and 
projects for the day were completed in a timely fashion, and 
everyone was healthy. That would be exciting to me.

What was your best field trip?
We all went to Chicago as a family, on a whim, to visit the various 
museums there. We enjoyed Chicago pizza and hot dogs, too. If 
you ask the kids about this educational adventure, they will tell 
you that they had fun swimming in the hotel pool.

Your favorite project?

I have really enjoyed the freedom, as a homemaker, to learn 
various arts such as sewing, card-making, quilting, gourmet 
cooking, and soap-making. As my children have grown, we’ve 
learned new things together. Our most recent project was 
starting our web-based business in 2009. We’ve all learned 
invaluable lessons and skills through this process and continue 
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to learn and grow in the fields of business, soap-making, web-
site design, videography, photography, sound design, etc. God 
has stretched us in ways we never could have dreamed of. It’s 
been very exciting!

Tell me about a day that didn’t work at all.

Most of my days don’t “work” exactly as I plan. I suppose some 
are worse than others. Again, I can’t think of just one day like 
this, but periodically I have days where nothing goes right. If I 
see that a day has completely fallen apart before noon, I just call 
it quits and we let the rest of the day “go”. It takes the pressure 
off. We don’t do very many vacation days, so these “no-good-
very-bad-days” become mini-vacations.

Are there specific challenges you face with 
homeschooling? 

I have two children who have special needs that require extra 
time and patience. I’ve had to backtrack with their education, 
let go of some of my expectations, and try things I’d never tried. 
It has given me increased compassion and insight into the lives 
of others who struggle with these types of issues.

Have you ever thought about quitting?

No, I have never considered quitting. Educating my children in 
the wonders of our Creator, His creation, and His history is the 
most important part of my mothering. Quitting isn’t an option 
for me.

Are you planning to homeschool for a specific length of 
time?

I’ve watched one child graduate from homeschool and have 
eight more to go! But my job as a facilitator of my children’s 
education will never be over. I believe education is something 
we do for a lifetime, not just for 12 years.  Even as an old 
lady, I hope to influence my children, their spouses, and my 
grandchildren to read excellent books, visit excellent places, try 
new and excellent things, study under excellent mentors, and 
learn and grow on this wonderful planet that God made!

What do your kids like about homeschooling?

They like the freedom to study at their own pace. My oldest son 
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was able to finish high school when he was 16 because we didn’t 
hold him down to “grade levels.” He just learned fast and moved 
forward. I have others who are slower learners. We continue 
some education into the summer months in order to go at a 
slower pace, but still get things finished. They also enjoy the 
freedom of the afternoon hours to pursue their own interests. 
These have included computer animation, sewing, photography, 
raising animals, music, business opportunities, baking, and 
crafts.

Are there things your kids don’t like about 
homeschooling?

Most kids do not enjoy schoolwork. To sit down and force oneself 
to do 20 math problems—this is a challenge. But it isn’t unique 
to home education. Any education, whether tutorial, private, or 
public, requires self-discipline and hard work. Kids, generally 
speaking, balk at this. 

What about you as a parent? What are your favorite 
parts and least favorite parts of homeschooling?

My favorite part has been learning, right along with my children, 
all the things I never learned when I was growing up. It has 
been very stimulating! I’ve learned skills as a teacher, a parent, 
a student, a writer, and a business owner. My least favorite part 
is dealing with cranky kids. I really get weary of whining and 
complaining. But this is what kids do. It is more bothersome 
when they are your own. It has increased my capacity to deal 
with stress and irritation, though! It’s like exercising—the more 
you do it (and it is unpleasant), the stronger you get. 

How much time do you spend preparing lessons? Have 
you learned any tricks for planning better? 

I usually do my major planning in the summer and then tweak the 
weekly planning on Sunday evenings. I spread out the planning 
over the course of the summer, a little here and there.  Then on 
Sunday evenings I may spend 30 minutes getting ready for the 
following week. 

How has the homeschool schedule benefited or 
otherwise affected your family life?

I think the greatest benefit is how it has grown our character. 
My personality hates chaos, noise, complaining, mess, 
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disorganization, etc. Yet these are all inherent in home-educating 
several children. There are certain personalities that rub each 
other the wrong way. Some children are more difficult than 
others to deal with. It is like iron sharpening iron. We are driven 
to our knees in desperation hoping for God to do a Big Thing in 
our lives. To make us more like His Son. To build into our lives 
the fruits of the Holy Spirit, which are love, joy, peace, long 
suffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, and self-control. 

How else do we learn these things unless we are tried in the 
daily fires? I’ve often heard mamas say that they could not 
home-educate because they butt heads with their children. But 
we all do. That’s part of living with fallen sinners, ourselves 
included. To run away from that is to miss out on all the amazing 
character-building that God wants to do in our lives. It’s hard, 
but all incredible things come by a hard road. 

We learn repentance and forgiveness through this process as 
well. And that is the Gospel! What a beautiful plan God had 
to bring His Gospel to bear on our lives. Families working and 
learning together. It’s quite breathtaking, actually, in all its 
simplicity.

What do you see as the biggest misconception that 
people have when they think of homeschooling? 

I think most people who do not home-educate assume they 
couldn’t simply because they aren’t the “expert” their child needs 
in order to learn. I’ve had many people tell me, “Oh, you can do 
that, but I could never do that.” And I wonder what skills I have 
that make me more qualified than they are? The fact is, anyone 
can do this. The only qualification needed is desire. If you want 
to badly enough, not only can you do it, but you will do it well. 
Teaching is all about learning. I know because I was a teacher 
in a private school before I became a wife and mom. The only 
difference was that in that case, I was learning along with other 
people’s children, and now I’m learning along with my own. It’s 
so much more rewarding.

Are you worried about socialization? Why or why not? 

I would be worried about it if my children were being socialized in 
an environment devoid of God and lacking intelligent, purposeful 
conversation/interaction with human beings of all ages. Proverbs 
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13:20 says, “Whoever walks with the wise becomes wise, but 
the companion of fools will suffer harm.” 

Everyone who lives on planet Earth is socialized. The question 
is not whether a child will be socialized. The question is who will 
socialize them and how they will do it. My oldest son started 
college at a secular school at the age of 16 after being home-
educated for his whole life. He was respected by both his teachers 
and the students, all older than he was. He could relate to them 
socially on a mature, adult level. Now he is 18 and runs his own 
business, where he socially interacts with men and women of all 
ages.

Socialization is a non-issue for most home educators. On the 
other hand, it is a serious issue for children who are limited 
to social interaction with peers for the vast majority of their 
growing-up years. Many of these kids have a very difficult time 
transitioning to the real world in a mature, responsible way.

How do you know whether you’re successful in your 
homeschooling?

My hope and prayer is that by the time my kids are 18, they will 
be passionately treasuring Jesus Christ, hungry for Truth, lovers 
of books, thinkers, excellent communicators, humble men and 
women who put the interests of others first, forgivers, fun-loving, 
joy-filled and deeply involved in expanding the Kingdom of Jesus 
Christ on this Earth. I don’t believe I can make that happen, but 
God can. So I pray every day and every night for that. Pointing 
them to God in all of life is the most important thing I can do. 
To live my own life with that perspective sets an example. To 
be authentic, repentant, and forgiving is my personal goal, and 
hopefully that will trickle down to my children.

How often does the homeschool day go as planned?

I honestly don’t think a day has ever gone as planned. We get 
close sometimes. But think about it—in any job, when does a 
day ever go exactly the way we’d like it to go? We live in a fallen 
world. The point is not to get our days to go perfectly but to be 
available to our Creator in all His divine appointments. Our days 
are full of those, and it can be a great source of satisfaction 
and contentment to surrender our days to Him, allowing His 
purposes and plans to be fulfilled in our lives.
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Why do you keep homeschooling? Is it different from 
why you started?

I home-educate today for the same reasons I started. To raise 
up a generation of leaders who will go out into this world and live 
Christ-honoring lives as they reflect the Good News of salvation 
through God’s Son. To keep God at the center of their universe 
is my critical responsibility. To daily disciple them through all 
the exciting subjects of learning, through the daily relationship 
struggles, through illness and disappointments, creative 
endeavors, and ministry opportunities—this is my privilege and 
joy.

What are your concerns with homeschooling now? Are 
they different from when you started?

I still wonder how long our freedoms will last, but I’m prepared 
to deal with that as I network with other brothers and sisters in 
Christ who have the same vision. I feel more empowered now 
than I did 20 years ago. And God has increased my faith in His 
greatness and power in this world as well. I used to think Satan 
was running the world, winning the fight. Now I know better. The 
Creator is greater, and He’s already won regardless of what the 
seemings are. I’m just going along for the roller-coaster ride.

If you could tell someone thinking about starting 
homeschooling, or burned out on homeschooling one 
thing, what would it be?

One day at a time. God gives grace only for now. When you start 
out, all you need to worry about is reading wonderful books to 
your child, teaching them the ABCs and 123s, and exploring the 
world together. As they get older, so do you, and you will know 
then what the next step ought to be. But until you get there, you 
won’t know and you’ll wonder. That’s OK. Wonder! But in all your 
wonderment, trust. 

And for the one who feels burned out, remember that we all burn 
out regardless of what we’re tackling. If you weren’t burning out 
over homeschooling, you’d be burning out over something much 
worse. Again, it’s one day at a time. Cry out to God for wisdom, 
direction, and the stamina and grit to break through the wall. I 
really struggled with my oldest son for many years. I hit more 
walls than I care to remember. But now … wow! The fruit is so 
worth it. And all the things I used to fear would be part of my 
life forever dissipated over time. Now I’m hitting walls with a 
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couple of other children, wondering if things will ever change or 
progress. I really do tell myself regularly, “One day at a time.” I 
can do that.

Natalie is wife of 20 years to Joe and home-educating 
mother to nine She is the founder of Visionary 
Womanhood Gatherings in the Twin Cities, Minn., 
area, administrator of the Visionary Womanhood blog, 
author of Visionary Womanhood Gatherings: A Family 
Strengthening Mentorship Tool for Women and Maidens, 
co-author of The Heart of Simplicity: Foundations 
for Christian Homemaking, contributing writer for 
Keeper of the Home, and owner of Apple Valley Natural 
Soap. You can hear an interview with her on Kevin 
Swanson’s Generations With Vision radio program. 
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Carlie Kercheval – So You Call 
Yourself A Homeschooler

“Because I understand that God has blessed me with a hand 
in shaping our children’s future for His glory, I take any of the 
tough days with a grain of salt and keep moving forward with 

the bigger picture in focus.” – Carlie

Tell me a bit about your family.

I am a blessed stay-at-home homeschooling mom of three 
precious children. I am the founder of So You Call Yourself A 
Homeschooler? and enjoy writing and providing resources and 
reviews for homeschooling families. I am married to the love 
of my life and college sweetheart, Michael. We live in Germany 
and are enjoying every minute of it. Outside of my family and 
education, I am extremely passionate about photography. Living 
in Europe has allowed me to experience photography in a new 
way and start my own photography business, Carlie Kercheval 
Photography. I am very grateful for the path that God has paved 
for my family.

How and why did you decide to start homeschooling?

We started homeschooling from the beginning, although we 
were unsure of what homeschooling “looked” like, as neither 
my husband nor I had been homeschooled. We knew that God 
was calling our family to this amazing journey and were both 
committed to seeing it through.
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What were your concerns starting out?

The only concern my husband and I initially had about 
homeschooling was making sure we were teaching our children 
“enough”. However, once we got into our first year, we found 
out very quickly that because we know our children best, we 
would be able to give them exactly what they need when they 
need it. And the best part is that these needs are not limited to 
academics. Because we are with our children more than anyone 
else, we know what they need emotionally as well and can give 
it to them.

When you started, what did you know about 
homeschooling? 

We were very new to the whole idea of homeschooling. We 
had heard of it but truthfully had only heard the stereotypical 
things that are negative about it. Thankfully, I had a student in a 
church class we taught who was the co-president of a large local 
homeschool support group who gave me some direction.

How long have you been homeschooling?

Technically, we’ve been homeschooling since birth, so for 11-
plus years. Since the legal ages for compulsory school age vary 
from state to state, we just count it this way.

Do you follow a specific curriculum or method?
We are extremely relaxed, eclectic homeschoolers. What does 
this mean? For us it means that we do not stick to a rigid schedule 
where things are the same day to day and week to week. Rather, 
we allow for a lot of flexibility and interest-led learning in our 
day, which for our family yields great academic results. 

Another aspect of our extremely relaxed eclectic approach is that 
we have a wide variety of resources that we use for curricula. 
This vast expanse of curricula gives us the option to explore 
subjects in depth and at our own pace so as not to rush or slow 
a child down. This has also proved to be a wonderful success for 
all three of our children. If you are interested in finding out more 
about homeschooling methods and approaches, you can find 
a lot of information in my Homeschool Methods & Approaches 
summer series.
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What does your typical school day look like? 

There are only two “certains” that occur each day in our 
homeschool: reading the Bible and We Choose Virtues (a 
fabulous curriculum) for character-training and math. Other 
than that, there are no typical days. I can tell you that all three 
of our children have a lot of fun every day as we explore their 
interests and spend quality time together as a family. We usually 
cover language arts, reading (silent and read-alouds), history, 
geography, and science, with a bit of music, art, handwriting, and 
PE sprinkled in. You will also find cooking, baking, photography, 
board games, singing, and traveling on the agenda, too.

Tell me about a really exciting or successful day.

Too many to name. LOL

Tell me about a day that didn’t work at all.

Several times over the years we have just taken off random 
days from school due to someone’s having a bad day or not 
feeling well. In those situations I have found it wise to heed the 
age-old saying “Pick your battles wisely.” Any time we have one 
of “those” days, we simply change plans and do something that 
will unite our family rather than divide it. However, in our family, 
disobedience is never an excuse to not do schoolwork or chores.

Have you ever thought about quitting?

No.

Are you planning to homeschool for a specific length of 
time?

My husband and I have always agreed we would homeschool all 
the children through high school.

What do your kids like about homeschooling?

One thing all my children have told me they enjoy about 
homeschooling is the time we spend together as a family 
exploring their interests. They also enjoy being able to go on 
field trips, all the good food, and not having to wake up as early 
as their peers who go outside of the home for schooling.
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Are there things your kids don’t like about 
homeschooling?

Our oldest has felt a bit isolated this past year, as we live in 
Germany. Homeschooling is illegal for German citizens, so 
there are not too many homeschooling families to pull from 
outside the small U.S. military community we are near. This 
has been a bit difficult for her, but otherwise, she genuinely 
enjoys homeschooling. Her two brothers are so close in age that 
they are best friends, so it is not as much of an issue for them. 
We are grateful for some new families coming in who will be 
homeschooling this upcoming school year and have children the 
same ages as our children.

What about you as a parent? What are your favorite 
parts and least favorite parts of homeschooling?

In all honesty, I love homeschooling inside out and backward. 
There is nothing about homeschooling that I do not enjoy. 
Because I understand that God has blessed me with a hand in 
shaping our children’s future for His glory, I take the tough days 
with a grain of salt and keep moving forward with the bigger 
picture in focus.

How much time do you spend preparing lessons? Have 
you learned any tricks for planning better?

Because of our relaxed nature, I do not spend very much time 
preparing lessons. I make a tentative master schedule at the 
beginning of the school year (in pencil) and modify it as we 
go along. It has worked amazingly well for our family to have 
a vision to start the year off with, but with flexibility in mind 
to make sure we are fitting our children’s needs academically, 
spiritually, emotionally, and socially.

How has the homeschool schedule benefited or 
otherwise affected your family life?

Because we are an active-duty Army family, the homeschool 
lifestyle has been a wonderful blessing in our lives. For instance, 
my husband just returned in June 2012 from serving his fifth 
yearlong combat tour. After his deployment, we have 27 days 
of block leave. If this had fallen during the school year, there 
is no way we could have done as much traveling as we are 
doing right now. It works out well for our two-week R&R during 
deployments as well as for making major moves like we did 
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last year to Germany. Our flexible schedule as homeschoolers 
takes the added stress of logistics out of the picture, which is an 
amazing benefit for our lifestyle.

What do you see as the biggest misconception people 
have when they think of homeschooling?

I think the biggest misconception about homeschooling is the 
focus on homeschooled children having a lack of social skills. 
It is simply not true. Of course, you always have an exception 
to the rule, but in our 11-plus years of homeschooling we have 
never met a child who could not hold a conversation or play 
with our children because they were homeschooled. Although 
we have run into a few children who were socially awkward, it 
was not because of homeschooling; there were other factors 
at play. Either way it goes, I think homeschooled children can 
easily fit into the category of “oversocialized” if the parents 
are not careful. We have so many more options and choices as 
homeschooling families because we are able to be flexible with 
our time.

How do you know whether you’re successful in your 
homeschooling?

I think that for every family, this answer will vary. For us, the most 
important thing is that our children are being taught to honor God 
through their actions. If the children are developing integrity, 
a servant’s heart, love for others, and genuine happiness, we 
are very successful in our endeavor. Secondary to our children’s 
honoring God are academics. We do use standardized testing; it 
was the law in North Carolina to test yearly and we lived there 
for six years, so it has become habit. This is a very simple and 
easy way to detect the areas in which your children are strong, 
average, or weak. However, I have never used the results of a 
standardized test as a true marker for success, as it is just a 
piece of paper. It is the character of a person that will make or 
break him in the end, and to us, strong character is true success.

If you could tell someone thinking about starting 
homeschooling, or burned out on homeschooling one 
thing, what would it be?

My one piece of advice to a new homeschooler is simply this: Never 
compare your homeschool with another family’s homeschool. You 
are a unique family with unique children with varying educational 
and emotional needs. Allow God to show you the specifics for 
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your family; you will never find this in another family, as you are 
not them (and they are not you). Make sure you have a vision 
for your homeschool so that if you lose focus, it will be easier 
for you to return to your intent for homeschooling in the first 
place. I recently wrote a letter to new homeschool moms (Dear 
New Homeschool Mom, There Are 10 Things I Have To Tell You) 
addressing many things I wish I had known before beginning 
our homeschool journey.

To someone who is burned out, I would advise not making any 
hasty decisions. Give yourself time to take a short break and re-
evaluate why you homeschool and what you goals are. Pray and 
ask God for guidance and strength to carry you through. If at the 
end of your rest and re-evaluation you know in your heart that 
it is something you want to continue, make sure you take your 
time and ease back into it. Make some changes if necessary, and 
don’t be afraid to ask for help. The bottom line is, you can do it!

Carlie has been a blessed stay-at-home, homeschoolin’ 
mama since 2001 to her three precious gifts she calls 
“children.” She is a proud Army wife who has been 
married to the love of her life, Michael, since June 
2000. In her free time she enjoys family activities, 
photography, reading, writing, teaching, and being 
outdoors. You can find her any time of day or night 
on Twitter, Facebook, Pinterest, and Google+ and at her 
blog, So You Call Yourself A Homeschooler?
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Lorilee Lippincott – Loving Simple 
Living

“I just love watching my kids learn, so any day they are 
making breakthroughs or finishing a big project is exciting.” – 

Lorilee

Tell me a bit about your family.

I am originally from Canada.  I came to college in the United 
States and met an amazing man from Nebraska and decided 
to stay.  We now have two supercute kids—Lily, 8, and Ian, 5—
whom we are trying to learn how to parent.  

We adopted minimalism last year and have downsized over the 
past several months to where a one-bedroom apartment fits our 
family just right.  We have each other and all the things we need 
and love. We just didn’t keep all the other things we tripped over 
and had to organize.

Our whole family loves to read and travel.  We have taken several 
road trips around the United States and hope to save up to take 
even more time off to explore.  

How and why did you decide to start homeschooling? 

We never really planned to homeschool.  My daughter’s birthday 
was right after the cutoff date for kindergarten, but she had 
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taught herself to read at the age of 4.  I loved the school in our 
neighborhood and tried to see if they would let her start early 
because her other friends were starting and she was academically 
ready.  They were nice about it but wouldn’t let her start.  She 
was a sponge, and I kind of fell into teaching her that first year.  
At the end of that year, she had finished most of first-grade work 
and I couldn’t send her to kindergarten. I also didn’t want her 
to be in a class where she would always be the youngest, so we 
kept homeschooling and never looked back.

If you had to describe each of your kids as an animal, 
which would it be and why?

I would describe my daughter as a cat.  Very smart but very 
independent.  Parenting her has been hard at times because she 
has such a strong personality.  She is also very social and very 
compassionate.  The perfect kid to spend the afternoon with 
sitting on a sunny couch with a book.

My son is a monkey, with his activity level, his positive personality, 
and his curiosity he is friends with everyone and willing to try 
just about anything.  

What were your concerns starting out?

I hate to admit it, but my biggest concern starting out was what 
other people would think.  I was worried people would think I 
was a fanatic or an overprotective parent, stunting my children’s 
education or just plain weird. 

I was also very worried that I didn’t know enough. I have always 
struggled in spelling, grammar, and vocabulary, and I didn’t want 
to pass that on to my kids. Somehow I got lucky and it didn’t 
pass through the genes, because my daughter can now spell 
much better than me (and regularly corrects my mistakes). 

When you started, what did you know about 
homeschooling?  

I knew a little.  I had been homeschooled for my first grade and 
had taken a year off college to help a missionary family in Papua 
New Guinea homeschool their children.  

What I didn’t realize was how common it was, how much support 
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there was, and how many methods there were.   As I have 
learned and grown as a person, I’ve found homeschooling to be 
completely different from what I originally thought it would be. 

How long have you been homeschooling?

Hard to say, because I have always been teaching my kids.  I 
consider this 2012-2013 school year our fourth year.  

Do you follow a specific curriculum or method?
I like to think I balance between a Classical method, an 
Unschooling method, and some Chapter Study.  I wouldn’t say 
we don’t have a plan and every day is different, but I tweak and 
make changes to the plan a lot.  

 
I loved A Well-Trained Mind, by Susan Wise Bauer.  I read it 
as I was just starting out, and it has shaped how I look at 
homeschool.  I use lots of the books she recommends and love 
how it is information-dense and busywork-light.  

I use Primary Mathematics for math.  It moves quickly, but I 
create live experiences rather than worksheets to give my kids 
extra practice.  

I have used and like the Konos curriculum.  We move through 
it at our own pace, and the kids love it.  The unit studies cover 
activities in history, science, math, art, music, and lots more.

I really like the Story of the World series, also by Susan Wise 
Bauer, for history.  In short chapters (I read to the kids before 
nap time), it covers history from as far back as clay pots and the 
wheel all the way to (almost) present time.

What does your typical school day look like? 

Our schedule last year was: 7:00, breakfast; 7:45, worship; 
8:00-10:00, class-work math, spelling, writing, etc.; 10:00, 
memorization assignment; 10:30-11:30, unit studies; lunch; 
1:00, reading; 1:30-2:30, rest time/fun reading; and then other 
activities in the afternoon, like library, play dates, swimming.  
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Tell me about a really exciting or successful day.

I just love watching my kids learn, so any day they are making 
breakthroughs or finishing a big project is exciting.  
When my son would get perfect scores on spelling tests and 
watching him learn to read was so fun.

My daughter has memorized some huge pieces, and I listen in 
awe.  Last year one of my favorites was the second half of Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” speech.

What was your best field trip?
I would have to say our best times have been summer road 
trips.  Two years ago we explored the East Coast up to Maine.  
Last year we took five weeks off and went up to the Alberta 
Rockies and then drove down the West Coast.  My favorite part 
was backpacking down into the Grand Canyon.    

Tell me about a day that didn’t work at all.

There are lots of days I can’t figure out.  Way too often I bump 
heads with my daughter.  She is very bright but gets in moods 
where she refuses to work. I never know if I need to just let it 
go because she needs a break or if I need to stick to it until she 
gets her assignments finished.  I don’t know how to manage 
her academic ability against her maturity.  I see these days as 
failures on my part because I can get so frustrated. 

Have you ever thought about quitting?

I have been very frustrated after days when things haven’t gone 
the way I want, but I haven’t seriously thought about quitting.  
The idea of a quiet house for the day sounds nice, but I wouldn’t 
trade the opportunity I have to homeschool.

Are you planning to homeschool for a specific length of 
time?

I never thought homeschooling past the first few years was an 
option.  Now, the more I see and learn about homeschooling, 
the more I see the benefit of homeschooling all the way through 
high school.  We will just see how it goes from here and what we 
think is best for the kids at each point.
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What do your kids like about homeschooling?

I asked my daughter this a few years ago when we were just 
starting, and she said her favorite part was the snacks.  She said, 
“At preschool we only had one snack time. With homeschool I 
get two.” 

They both love the flexibility of choosing some of the things they 
learn and having much less “desk time.”  

Are there things your kids don’t like about 
homeschooling?

The actual school part isn’t always a favorite.  

What about you as a parent?  What are your favorite 
parts and least favorite parts of homeschooling?

I love the flexibility.  I love that we can get up in the morning 
and have time for a good breakfast.  I love that we can stop and 
take days off when other opportunities come up for field trips or 
vacations.  I love that I get to spend time with my kids and that 
we are able to learn together.  

I have always told people my least favorite part of homeschooling 
is parenting.  However, on days when we have spent hours 
working on a subject, I am so grateful that they aren’t bringing 
home that same project as homework that I would need to work 
into the evening with them on.  Our evenings are schoolwork-
free and can be 100 percent family and fun time. 

How much time do you spend preparing lessons?  

Very little.  Since we have books for the basic subjects of math, 
spelling, and writing, I just mark out how far they should work 
each day.  Usually one assignment.  For our unit studies, we 
plan them together during “school time.” 

How has the homeschool schedule benefited or 
otherwise affected your family life?

We can work school around our family instead of the other 
way around.  For example, my husband got a construction job 
out of town that lasted most of the winter of 2010-11.  We 
just packed our books and went with him.  The kids had a 
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blast.  We had new libraries and museums to explore, and they 
thought it was all a great vacation.

What do you see as the biggest misconception that 
people have when they think of homeschooling? 

That it is hard to figure out how to teach.  With all the 
curriculum out there, I have never wondered what I will teach 
my kids.  What’s tougher is determining what learning options 
are best for both my kids at each point.  However, the benefit 
of learning this goes much further than homeschool.  

Are you worried about socialization?  Why or why not?

I was at first.  Both my kids were very shy when we started 
homeschooling, and I was worried that homeschooling might 
make it worse.  I didn’t need to worry—now my kids are both 
very outgoing and make friends with other kids they see 
almost instantly.  

How do you know whether you’re successful in your 
homeschooling?

I think and pray about this a bunch.  I know it isn’t academics, 
but I love for things to be measurable and academics are 
the easy fit.  I think I will see homeschool as a success if my 
kids learn to think and know that God and we as parents love 
them very much.  There is lots I want them to accomplish 
or become, but I want them to have the tools to make those 
decisions for themselves.

How often does the homeschool day go as planned?

I don’t think any day goes completely as planned, but 
most work out in the end.  My schedule and approach to 
homeschooling has gotten much more relaxed since I started, 
and that has resulted in a much more doable plan.

Why do you keep homeschooling?  Is it different from 
why you started?

I keep homeschooling because I love how it has created a 
family unit and team.  I want my kids to grow and learn at 
their own speed and in their own unique way.  
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It is probably about the same reasons I had at the beginning. I 
just understand them better now.

If you could tell someone thinking about starting 
homeschooling, or burned out on homeschooling one 
thing, what would it be?

You don’t have to be perfect.  Your school doesn’t have to be 
perfect.  There are 12 years (give or take, depending on the 
kid) for them to learn, and it doesn’t all need to fit into this 
year.  

Make sure to put primary focus on the things you want your 
children to learn that are much more than academic, like 
character, self-worth, and work ethic.  These are things you 
can’t cram in at a later date.

If you are homeschooling and you feel like you are burning 
out, it isn’t just you. It is very hard some days to homeschool.  
Take some time out to focus on loving your kids and then 
revisit what is causing the burnout.  Is it a big deal like 
honesty, or is it something like math or handwriting that might 
come much easier at a later date?  

Lorilee is a writer, God-seeker, intentional wanderer, 
wife, and mom. You can find out more about her at 
Loving Simple Living. She would love to meet and connect 
on Twitter, Facebook, Google+, and Pinterest. She is the 
author of 321 Stop – stop running and start living.
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Elizabeth Schmidtberger – The 
Hesitant Housewife

“Sometimes the most special moments of homeschooling are 
the times you are just being together—not meeting a goal or 

driving to an event. Talking and listening to each other (even a 
5- and 3-year-old) instead of checking off the to-do list.” – Liz

Tell me a bit about your family.

Hi, I’m Elizabeth Schmidtberger, but Liz or Mom or “Hey, you! 
I want a snack!” will also do. My husband and I are high school 
sweethearts. I was just 15 when we began dating! It seems 
crazy now that I have children. We’re both from a very small 
South Texas town. As soon as we finished college, and with our 
parents’ blessing, we were engaged and soon married. I was 
an elementary-school teacher, and my husband was testing the 
waters with various jobs when we had our first son, Noah. Before 
his birth, I’d never wanted to be a stay-at-home mom. Thinking 
back, had someone mentioned homeschooling to me, I would 
have been in the close-minded camp of “those people are weird!” 
My plans were always to advance my teaching career, become 
a principal, and one day a superintendent. A career woman. 
Smart. Successful. My husband did not make a salary that could 
support us, especially with as much debt as we had at the time. 
However, the moment that baby was laid on my chest, my world 
changed. The six weeks of maternity leave flew by way too fast, 
and I found myself in tears trying to persuade my husband to 
let me stay home. I remember searching online jobs the night 
before returning to work while I nursed my son. It just wasn’t 
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possible. To say I was devastated was an understatement.

However, it also put a real conviction into my husband’s and my 
heart that we wanted a different future for our children from 
what we had planned. We vowed to pay off all debt, my husband 
would strive to find a job that could support us, and we decided 
to hold off on more children until I could be a stay-at-home 
mom. When Noah was 18 months old, after working second 
jobs, selling cars, selling our home, selling every bit of furniture, 
dishes, and even the sago palms out of our front yard, we were 
debt-free! Shortly after becoming debt-free, the Lord blessed 
my husband with a new job, a job sufficient to bring my son and 
me home. About a month later, baby No. 2, another son, was on 
the way! And so the story of the new us began.

We were recently transferred to Houston, where we live with our 
three boys, Noah, Brody, and Hudson. We are also due with our 
fourth child in early December! We’ve worked hard and been 
blessed. We’ve learned that the easy way isn’t always the best 
way.

How and why did you decide to start homeschooling?

Our story may surprise you. I never wanted to homeschool. 
Some days I still have my doubts about our plan. As a child 
I loved school and excelled at it. I was an elementary-school 
teacher, for goodness’ sake! The perfect career to bring your 
kiddos with you and have them close by. In my world, I’d have 
my kiddos and slowly return to teaching the older they grew. I 
wanted to experience the first day of school, the backpacks, PTA, 
classroom birthday parties—the “perfect” school experience.

However, my husband did not see eye to eye with me. He always 
thought homeschooling would be better for us. He gently urged 
me and told me that with my educational background I could 
be a huge blessing to our children and our family. I wouldn’t 
have it. I had no desire to be at home forever, let alone never 
get a break from the kids. Shortly after these conversations, I 
enrolled our oldest in a pre-kindergarten for 3-year-olds. We 
could barely afford it, but I wanted to be “normal.” All the other 
kids were going.

To say it was a disaster was an understatement. My son cried 
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every day, I wasn’t happy with the instruction he was receiving, 
and the schedule for getting him there was putting a strain on 
our family. Here it was again: Should we homeschool? God was 
nudging me again. And so was a very persistent husband.

However, I was adamant. I placed him in a new preschool the 
following fall. It was the best school in the area. Needless to say, 
it still was not a fit for our child. I wanted it to work so badly, 
but it did not work for my child. God was more than nudging this 
time. I was feeling a steady push.

Then a job transfer came, the first of what would probably be 
many, and now I could feel God forcing my mind and heart to 
homeschooling.

This time I dived in and tried homeschooling for the rest of 
our pre-K year in our new city. I joined co-ops, classes, and 
met friends. My children started to thrive, and somehow, by the 
grace of God, here I am—homeschooling. It’s gets better every 
day, and I love it.

What were your concerns starting out?

Believe it or not—and I can’t believe I’ll admit this—socialization! 
The ultimate stereotypical worry. Before doing my research, I 
really thought we’d be at home all day with no friends or children 
who could relate to mine. I was concerned about isolation. For 
my children and myself.

Another concern, which is a very real one even now, is “Can I 
do this? For all the kids? With patience? Without screaming at 
them? Without needing a break (that wouldn’t come)?” I know I 
can. I know I’m the perfect teacher for my child, but I still pray 
multiple times a day about this concern.

When you started, what did you know about 
homeschooling? 

As I mentioned above, I thought we’d be at home all the time, 
alone. I thought people would judge us for making this decision 
for our children. I also thought I’d be planning curriculum 24/7 
and miss something vital they needed.
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I didn’t know anyone who’d homeschooled and hadn’t given up. 
That intimidated me. I knew that to survive, I had to have a 
support group. Our co-op is a lifesaver. It has taught me so 
much and brought me so many resources.

How long have you been homeschooling?

We’re fresh out of the gate! My oldest will officially be starting 
kindergarten this fall, with a bit of first-grade math, because it 
is a subject he excels in.

Do you follow a specific curriculum or method?
In the beginning, when I first Googled “homeschool curriculum,” 
I was so overwhelmed. I have a master’s degree in education, 
so I figured I could do those early years on my own. Add in the 
fabulous Mommy bloggers who offer a variety of free printables 
and I thought I was set. However, I soon realized that my 
personality, combined with more babies on the way, housework, 
errands, illness, relocation—well, I knew I needed a “do it all 
for me” curriculum. I used Sonlight for my son’s pre-K year and 
the Math-U-See Primer. My husband, son, and myself were very 
happy with the preplanned, flexible, and unique material. So 
we’ll be sticking with it until it doesn’t work for us anymore.

Our method? Sometimes when I read through those definitions 
it’s so overwhelming! Charlotte Mason, Classical, Unschooler. 
Ack! Who am I? Well, a little of everything, I think. I wouldn’t 
classify myself as an unschooler, but I’ll be the first to admit that 
taking a day off from the schedule to visit the great outdoors 
or even Wal-Mart often proves more valuable than hours spent 
with our noses in a book.

What does your typical school day look like?

We’re testing a new schedule right now, and it’s sketchy, but I 
think we’ll stick with it. We’re up out of bed by 6:45 a.m. or so. 
That’s my kids’ doing, not mine. We eat breakfast. I drink my 
coffee. Then move on to morning chores: get dressed, brush 
teeth, tidy rooms, complete a few cards from their chore packs. 
Then, by 8 a.m., it’s school time. I’ve found that if we aren’t 
finished by 11 a.m., we never get back to it. By 11 o’clock, I’m 
preparing lunch, putting the two youngest down for naps, and 
cleaning up the kitchen. Until I hit my second trimester, I took a 
nap every day, too! My oldest does not nap, so oftentimes we’ll 
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finish school assignments during nap time or he’ll work on fun 
computer games or even watch some TV. Most recently, since 
my nearly-4-year-old is outgrowing naps, we do a lot of school 
time during nap time with him as well. The 18-month-old is—
how do I put this?—distracting.

The curriculum we use (Sonlight) has everything laid out day 
by day for me. There is little to no prep work. So I open up the 
lesson plan for that day and we just slowly work through it. 
Some days I add in a Pinterest activity or we go to co-op play-
group day.

We’ve also been blessed with some amazing co-op classes in 
our area! My son is taking a history class once a week taught by 
homeschool moms with other homeschoolers. Such a blessing! 
My 4-year-old will be starting a music-appreciation class at the 
same facility this year, so just that can fill an entire afternoon.

Tell me about a really exciting or successful day.

Honestly, any day where we get nearly everything done! That 
may sound like a low goal, but homeschooling during these 
early years is a very difficult task. I also find that successful 
days depend on me. My mood, my attitude, my patience level.

I think our most exciting days, as I mentioned above, are the 
days when we throw the schedule out the window and take a 
field trip—collect pond water, go to the grocery store with a list 
for a special project and let the boys find everything, head to 
the museum or the zoo. Sometimes the most special moments 
of homeschooling are the times you are just being together—not 
meeting a goal or driving to an event. Talking and listening to 
each other (even a 5- and 3-year-old) instead of checking off 
the to-do list.

What was your best field trip?
Last year we went to the local fire station with our homeschool 
group. It seems so simple, but my boys loved it. I believe my 
beforehand preparation made it more beneficial. We went to the 
library and checked out books about fire stations and firemen, 
and I found lots of printables on line to show them. I took lots 
of pictures while there and assembled a book that my oldest 
narrated as I wrote. It’s still one of their favorite books!
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This year I really want to take them to a meat market and show 
them how meat is processed. The animals they come from, etc. 
I like real-life lessons like that. We all might end up vegetarian, 
but hey, what are you gonna do?

Your favorite project?

The beginning-of-the-year “Don’t Put a Nail in Their Board” 
project. I used to do this activity with my students when I was 
teaching but had forgotten about it. Recently, I did this with 
the boys and they really understood the concept. Most exciting 
is that I could incorporate biblical principles, whereas in public 
school I could not.

We listed hurtful things other people might do to us on pieces of 
paper. The boys came up with age-appropriate ones: “say mean 
things,” “not sharing,” “not being a good friend,” etc. We then 
nailed those pieces of paper into a board with a hammer and 
nails. The board represents a person’s heart, or their feelings. 
The nailing of the comments or actions shows the physical and 
emotional toll that we can burden a friend or family member 
with.

We then removed the comments and nails (also similar to saying, 
“I’m sorry”) and tried to fill the holes with putty, sand them, 
paint them, anything to make them look as if they’d never been 
there.

However, the boys realized the board would never be the same. 
You can make it better, but the scar will always be there.

I urge them to be careful with their words and actions at all 
times. “Don’t Put a Nail in His Board” is a common phrase in our 
home!

Tell me about a day that didn’t work at all.

Oh goodness. I remember it very well. It wasn’t too long ago and 
it was the first day that I woke up ill with morning sickness. We 
had been on such a good schedule and the house had remained 
somewhat tidy. I attempted to follow that schedule, trash can in 
tow, which led to epic failure! My kids were in a terrible mood, 
I was barely alive, and my toddler started taking off his diaper 
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that day and pooping and peeing on freshly steamed carpets. Oy! 
After an hour of school time, nothing had been accomplished. 
I was so scared. Those bad days can be scary. I was very sick 
during that pregnancy and basically just survived for several 
months. However, the beauty of homeschooling is that I just 
decided to school through summertime and reach the finish line 
when I could. And that’s what we did. Slowly but surely, even in 
the midst of messes and bad day after bad day, we did it!

Are there specific challenges you face with 
homeschooling?

I believe it’s these early years that seem the most daunting 
to me. When not all the children are ready to be still and do 
something simultaneously, I’m vomiting my guts out in a trash 
can, and the house is a mess. We are also trying to provide for 
our family financially, which means moving for work, so there 
are no family members nearby to help.

Although these seem like big challenges to me right now, in the 
grand scheme of things, I know this is still the best decision for 
my children and our family.

Have you ever thought about quitting?

Yes. Every day. That’s not a joke! Why? It’s hard. There’s no 
break. I wonder if teachers would give my kids more of what 
they need. I wonder if there is too much TV and too little Bible 
time. If all I’m doing is enough.

What changes my mind? Daily? My children. They laugh and 
smile and are best friends. If I broke up that trio of little boys 
and sent the oldest off to school, it would be like a loss. What 
else changes my mind? My husband. He is so encouraging and 
he never waivers in our decision to homeschool. When he gives 
me those pep talks, it makes me feel renewed and ready to start 
a new day.

Blogging has also been a huge blessing in my life. Connecting 
with other women, praying with them, and reading about their 
similar struggles, doubts, and frustrations is a breath of fresh air 
that keeps me going day after day.
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Are you planning to homeschool for a specific length of 
time?

Our goal is to homeschool through high school. We’ve discussed 
giving our children the option to attend school when they are in 
middle or high school, but we plan to try to make homeschooling 
such a great experience that they won’t want to. I imagine if or 
when that situation arises, we’ll pray through it and make the 
decision that is best for our children and our family.

What do your kids like about homeschooling?

My oldest loves to be at home with Mommy and Daddy (my 
husband works from home). He is a very anxious child, and the 
steady rhythm of where he’ll be and who he’ll be with brings him 
comfort. He also loves math and science more than anything. 
We spend the majority of our time on those subjects. Reading 
and writing are very difficult for him. I love that I can break 
those lessons up into short increments to minimize frustration 
and tears. If he were at school, that wouldn’t be an option.

They also love being together. My nearly-4-year-old and nearly-
6-year-old miss each other when they are apart. My toddler is 
already very much attached to his brothers. Cheering each other 
on and helping each other learn are some of the core values I 
want them to walk away with.

Are there things your kids don’t like about 
homeschooling?

Well, my oldest most definitely does not like to be forced into 
doing certain things. However, I’m a strict mom. I often tell him, 
“Sometimes there are things in life we don’t want to do, but that 
doesn’t mean we can give up.” Reading and writing are a daily 
struggle, and I know he would love to skip them constantly. He 
also hates to get dressed. That issue is getting better as days 
go by.

My second son thrives on structure (the polar opposite of child 
No. 1—how convenient). He asked me just the other day while 
walking the elaborately decorated halls of the church preschool 
when he would get to go to school. I realized then that he needs 
more structure, arts and crafts, pomp and circumstance. So, 
while he loves to learn, even at this young age, I can tell he’ll be 
a hard sell on staying at home indefinitely. I trust the Lord will 
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get us through that one, too.

What about you as a parent? What are your favorite 
parts and least favorite parts of homeschooling?

I absolutely love the family bonding. Although we step on each 
other’s toes (often), I love that my children are best friends 
and know each other so well, even though they are so young. 
I enjoy the quiet mornings. No rushing to get out the door at 
dark. If it’s raining, we need not dig through piles of jackets for 
the rain gear. Mostly, though, I adore how well I know my child. 
I love choosing amazing, interesting Bible-based curriculum. I 
love that I don’t have to rely on a teacher to respond to an 
e-mail asking, “How is he doing in reading?” I am not concerned 
that the class is moving too fast or slow for him. Is he bored? 
What else does he need? What’s bothering him today? Were 
children mean to him on the playground? Was he mean to other 
children? I enjoy being their parent, sunup to sundown. I am 
loving every minute. I know these years will fly, and I want to 
build a relationship and teach lessons only a mother can teach.

Least favorite part? The pressure I put on myself to do it perfectly. 
The fear they will look back and remember the yelling more 
than the laughter. The weariness we face as mothers day after 
day and praying we’re doing the best for our children. However, 
when I think about it and read the above paragraph, I know that 
if they were in public school, it would be just as hard and I’d be 
just as worried.

How much time to you spend preparing lessons? Have 
you learned any tricks for planning better?

I attempted to prepare lessons, and the time to plan just never 
came. I use Sonlight, which is a package curriculum with all 
your books, instructor guides, even science supplies rolled into 
one. I usually spend a few minutes brushing up on the day’s 
schedule right before we start while having my coffee. I’m a 
last-minute kind of gal. It’s just how I function best. Too much 
planning makes me feel overwhelmed and I end up changing my 
mind ten thousand times.

I have learned that weeks that include a holiday need to be 
modified to fit in fun activities—baking cookies, stuffing baskets, 
co-op activities, traveling out of town, etc. I know now I have 
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to double up some days’ curriculum to prepare for these weeks. 
Because if I do not, I’ll freak out, which my personality tends to 
do. So, better to have a calm mommy and plan ahead!

How has the homeschool schedule benefited or 
otherwise affected your family life?

The schedule has been beautiful for us. Our children wake up at 
6:45 am or so. If they were in school, we’d be waking them up 
much earlier. Public school in this area begins at 7:15 am. This 
would be a challenge for parent and child alike in our home.

Meals have been the biggest blessing of all. My oldest doesn’t 
like to eat breakfast immediately after waking (nor do I). I feel 
so content that we can take a quick break and let him eat when 
he’s ready to eat. Same goes for lunch. That may sound simple, 
but I hate being in a meeting or appointment and not being 
allowed to eat when I want. As a former kindergarten teacher, 
I know most schools serve lunch either very early (10:45) or 
much later (11:45). Although many would say, “Hey, they’ll 
adjust,” and not worry about their kids, I would. I love to cook 
for them and make a hot meal. I adore praying with them before 
each meal. How many fish sticks did they eat? Did they down 
their pudding cup and leave the broccoli behind? It’s the details 
I enjoy the most.

Today is actually a perfect example of the benefits of the 
homeschool schedule. Our entire family came down with a 
terrible cold a couple of days ago. My oldest has a terrible cough 
and just feels bad. So do I. However, around lunchtime each day, 
after we’ve done some home remedies, he’s feeling better and 
ready to work! Instead of a wasted sick day at home, we’re able 
to be flexible with our schedule and complete our day’s tasks 
without a doctor’s note or hours of worksheets late at night!

What do you see as the biggest misconception people 
have when they think of homeschooling?

That we’re perfect. That I’m better than them. That my kids are 
ready to apply to Harvard at age 6. That my kids will be weird 
when they grow up. That we read the Bible all day and I never 
yell. That my kids are happy all the time and so am I. That we’re 
anti-public school and look down on others. It’s what I thought 
before we began homeschooling.
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Are you worried about socialization? Why or why not?

I must be—I think I’ve mentioned it three times already! Ha! 
I used to be, most defiantly. However, I’m not in the least bit 
anymore. Even if we had not reached out and joined classes and 
co-ops and play groups, I’d still be confident in my children’s 
ability to be outstanding citizens, friends, and brothers. Our 
daily errands and conversations with each other are enough 
to prepare a child for a variety of situations and people when 
they encounter them. And to be totally honest, I would be more 
concerned about who they would come into contact with at 
school. The opportunity to shelter our children is a rare thing. 
It’s a good thing. We need to embrace it.

How do you know whether you’re successful in your 
homeschooling?

It’s a day-by-day analysis. Daily, I mediate on what could be done 
better. Less yelling, more loving. Less cleaning, more reading. 
As part of a family unit, I define success like that.

My children are so young and the subjects are so fresh it’s hard 
for me to determine “success” for a 5-year-old. Mainly, I ask him 
often if he’s having fun. We talk a lot and I make sure he can 
converse with myself and others well about subject matter.

Right now, I feel very unsuccessful in the reading and writing 
department. I think he should be way ahead of where we are. 
However, I don’t consider us unsuccessful or even behind. I 
consider us different, unique, and the perfect candidates for 
homeschooling!

How often does the homeschool day go as planned?

Seven times out of 10 we have a smooth morning in which we 
move through subjects and can close the door on our schoolroom 
and have the rest of the day to live life. Sometimes that number 
is higher or lower. Morning sickness, illness, travel, the birth 
of a child—there is always something hindering the “perfect” 
schedule we’re all after. I know that as my children grow and 
become more independent, homeschooling will become much 
more flexible and student-led rather than a “Mommy said” type 
of activity.
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Why do you keep homeschooling? Is it different from 
why you started?

I keep doing it simply because each day I learn more about 
my children than the day before. It’s a beautiful thing to really 
know your children and to have the opportunity to teach them. 
A blessing.

It is completely different from why we started. I think we started 
out of fear of what public schools were lacking or what bad 
habits our children would pick up. Now we do it because we love 
it and see all the benefits.

What are your concerns about homeschooling now? Are 
they different from when you started?

I’d say some are different and some are the same. I no longer 
worry about the stereotypical socialization or Harvard Law School-
at-age-5 issues or what other people think. I’m not sure if I was 
aware of my current concern when I first started as much as I 
am now: Am I enough for them? Not only for the three I have 
now but other children we may be blessed with in the future. 
The patience I thought I had infinite amounts of dwindles early 
in the day. All in all, I believe my worries are more realistic now 
than when I started.

If you could tell someone thinking about starting 
homeschooling or burned out on homeschooling one 
thing, what would it be?

Just. Do. It. Wake up, order some curriculum, put your index 
finger on Day One and go! Then, wake up the next day and JUST. 
DO. IT. Again. And again and again and again. I wish someone 
had told me that when you stop thinking about it and start doing 
it, you realize that you can do this! And when you think you 
can’t continue? Reach out. Co-ops. Classes. Friends. Find others 
to vent to and allow your children to study with. Then keep 
trucking. Wondering and worrying can be your homeschool’s 
biggest enemies. Prayer, persistence, and confidence are the 
keys to a happy homeschool—not the perfect curriculum, not a 
decked-out classroom, not a shiny blog. You and your children, 
learning and being together every day. That is what it takes. 
And that is what I’ll be doing for many years to come!
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Liz is a career-oriented material girl-turned-debt-free 
homeschooling housewife. She is married to her high 
school sweetheart, Keith, and together they have 
three young boys, with another baby due in December. 
She loves Jesus and strives to love others as He loves 
her and teach her children that same lesson. She is 
just starting out on her homeschooling journey but 
wouldn’t have it any other way. She loves blogging, 
fishing, being with her boys, and watching the Today 
show. Find her at The Hesitant Housewife. 
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Jill Britz – Tiny and Small

“I get to be the one collecting the shiny stones of their 
childhood.” – Jill

Tell me a bit about your family. 

My husband, Andy, and I have four kids: Javin is 9, Thalia is 6, 
Kieran is 3, and Leif is newborn (boy, girl, boy, boy). We live 
in Menomonie, Wisconsin, an hour out of Minneapolis/St. Paul. 
We live in a small neighborhood along the river on an acre of 
wooded land. 

Andy works out of our garage as a screen printer and has also 
worked as a youth pastor. I get to hang out at home with the 
kids. We are super laid-back, peace-loving people who love 
Jesus. We love being outside, biking, gardening, woodworking, 
reading, cooking, and generally letting life roll. We’re also big on 
art, writing, drama, and the creative side of life.

How and why did you decide to start homeschooling?

I always swore I’d never homeschool. “Good kids”—how I defined 
them I’m not sure—belonged in school, where they could be 
a healthy influence. Then I had my own kids. My son was so 
small and so vulnerable. I jumped headlong into “attachment 
parenting,” and when wee one No. 1 was still a toddler, I knew 
he’d stay home with me.
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What were your concerns starting out? 

That my kids would be dumber than rocks. That I would be 
insufficient as a teacher. That they’d miss out on all the goodness 
of school—field trips, athletics, friends’ parties, book fairs, science 
fairs. That I wouldn’t give them a broad-enough spectrum from 
which to choose their way in this world. 

When you started, what did you know about 
homeschooling?

Not a darn thing. Everything was a mystery—but one we both 
agreed on! We knew God had put it in our bellies to keep our 
smalls at home for as long as we could. We had a couple of 
acquaintances from church who were either homeschooling or 
seriously disgruntled with the public school system, so at least 
I knew we weren’t totally off our rockers. I read everything I 
could get my hands on—Raymond Moore, John Taylor Gatto, 
John Holt—and realized that a lot of good was happening outside 
school walls. A whole sect of the human race was keeping their 
kids tucked under their own roofs to learn. Why couldn’t we do 
it, too? It always sat well in my belly.

How long have you been homeschooling? 

Technically, for three years. My son just finished second grade, 
and my daughter just finished kindergarten. But the way we’ve 
chosen to school hasn’t changed much since they were born: 
talking to them about the apples in the grocery store, taking 
them to the farmers’ market to pick out their own berries, visiting 
a fish hatchery, making the most of the public library. Learning 
(schooling) is the way we do and perceive life. We just choose 
to involve our kids in everything. 

Do you follow a specific curriculum or method? 
In Wisconsin, homeschooling regulations are extremely relaxed, 
so we’ve adopted the loose and inconclusive term unschooling 
to explain what we’re up to. What that means is as different 
as every individual family employing the philosophy. For us, 
unschooling means we are free (and happy!) to tune in to the 
strengths and passions of each of our four children and then set 
them loose. We do plenty of “strewing interesting things along 
their paths,” as Grace Llewelyn put it. We also focus on what our 
strengths are as a family and do our best to give the kids the 
best of what we know. I’m a writer and a book-lover who loves 
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cooking and keeping a home. I was raised on a farm to love the 
outdoors and camping. My husband, who was raised similarly 
on the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, is a graphic designer, a 
woodworker, and a musician. The way we see it, God chose our 
kids for our family, so our strengths are intended to shape them 
as He sees fit.
 

We also outsource in areas the kids are interested in that we 
may not be expert in. The older two have both taken gymnastics 
and dance, and Javin has also played baseball and soccer. We’re 
finding that a bit of outside activity each week helps inspire and 
ground us.

 

Then there are just basic mind-sets. We know it’s important to 
learn how to swim, but swimming lessons haven’t been the way 
to go for us. My husband was an all-state swimmer, so when 
we’re in a pool, he works with the kids. This, perhaps, is our most 
basic philosophy of education: Be aware of the course you’d like 
to set for each of your kids, and when the opportunity presents 
itself, like with swimming, seize it. This is when you and the kids 
are most ready for it and when the greatest learning happens.

 

And then we try to rub shoulders with people who are good 
at other things. We hang out with our uber-science-y friends 
and spend time with our farming friends on butchering day. We 
travel to my parents’ farm to ride in tractors and stand beside 
tires larger than we are. The community you build, those you 
choose to draw in around you, are also important to the kids’ 
experience. And so interesting! 

When my oldest was 5 or so, I made a list of what I wanted 
to touch on every day. Be outside/be active. Do some chores. 
Read. Work in the kitchen together. Spend time praying and 
reading the Bible. Do art. Have plenty of free time for them to 
work out who they are. 

We still follow a similar “ideals” list. It was born of what we see 
as a valid and valuable way we can all live our lives, not just the 
kids.

I’m not always confident enough to follow this go-with-the-flow 
philosophy, though. For a while, I made the kids sit down and 
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do workbooks. My son, at 8½, wasn’t reading yet, and I was 
worried. Is this whole homeschooling thing a blowup? Have I 
scarred him? Will he forever be behind in life because I’ve kept 
him out of school? So we plodded through workbooks for a while. 
Boy, was that rough on both of us! He’s not a sitdown kind of 
guy, and my “teacherness” didn’t smile on him. 

Finally, one day as he sat struggling through a story about a 
little girl who wanted a pet (so dry and boring!), he turned to me 
and said, “Can we just read books?” That changed everything. I 
had taken learning out of a real-life context, and we went back 
to simply enjoying reading together, mostly me to him, until he 
got the spark and took off, completely on his own and without 
specific instruction. 

Now, just months later (at 9 years old), I often discover him 
nestled in with Calvin & Hobbes, leisurely enjoying himself for 
an hour at a time. This—this!—is what I want for my kids: to 
discover and learn for themselves, without coercion, so that it 
becomes their own. But, boy, does it ever take faith! I’m learning 
all the time, too!

This fall, we’ll add in a bit more intentionality about writing and 
math, but loosely and in as interesting a way as possible. Javin 
loves comics, so he’s been working on a series about him and 
his buddy. Thalia loves to make cards for family members. Both 
are acquiring language arts skills doing these tasks. I plan to 
encourage a specific time for that, weekly at least. For math, 
both kids truly love workbooks, as long as it’s not lots of rote 
learning, and I allow them to be done before they get stressed. 
Relaxed, enjoyable learning with zero stress is what gets it done 
at our house. 

What does your typical school day look like?

Honestly, it’s taken me to this point in our homeschooling to get 
my mind around needing a schedule. But I’m finding (a little late 
to the game) how well we function with a loose routine. The kids 
settle into the day more easily when they have benchmarks, and 
the harder parts of the day (chores, bedtime) take on a softer 
quality when they are routine.

Every day we have breakfast as a family before Daddy goes to 
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work (at home, in the office or the garage). Then we read from 
our kids’ devotional book and pray together. The older two have 
chores to do after every meal and then a morning chore: put 
away their laundry, put away clean dishes, or help clean the 
bathroom. 

I think it was Charlotte Mason who said that some of the best 
character-building tools are in the broom closet. I am witness 
to this, as my kids are always gentler and happier within 
themselves after they’ve taken part in some meaningful industry.  
If we have errands to run or need a trip to the library, we go 
in the morning. I am a morning person, and being away from 
home in the afternoon wears me out. I’m learning to honor 
my own rhythms to help our home to run better. If we’re not 
going anywhere, the kids get free time, which means they play 
together, put on a YouTube video, create dances, or go to their 
individual quadrants. I try to keep our weekly schedule low-key 
so I’m not jammed up with “to-do’s.” If they want to be with 
me, reading or whatever, I try to be available. We reconvene for 
lunch, which is followed by chores. They usually wander outside 
for long periods while I catch up on housework, and then we 
assemble midafternoon for a snack and a read-aloud. This is 
one of their and my favorite parts of the day; being read to is 
one of the biggest components of our schooling. We just read 
all the time, and all three older kids are vibrantly interested in 
books. (If you have a deep love of books, how much more do 
you need educationally?) Every afternoon, we do an hourlong 
rest time, which we just implemented in my fourth pregnancy. 
I need it, they need it, and I want them to know the power and 
importance of building rest into their days. 

After this, they wander completely away from me, their little 
tanks full, while I prepare dinner. We eat together, they do chores 
and our evenings are mostly free to explore whatever they want, 
sometimes together, oftentimes independently. All three of my 
big kids are extremely independent! 

Tell me about a really exciting or successful day.

Sometimes the most ordinary days are the most successful. 
Today, for example: absolutely great. The kids spent time with 
their grandparents this morning, who were here for baby Leif’s 
birth. Leif is only three days old, so his newness is an absolute 
wonder to them. They took turns holding him, interspersed with 
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putting away their laundry. They crawled into the hanging chair 
in the corner, which prompted plans to hang it outside, which led 
to drawings of their plans at the kitchen table. It thunderstormed 
hard, so after the lightning had past, they all headed outside to 
play in the rain and ride their bikes after dinner. They spent time 
in the afternoon watching PBS Kids, giving Mommy a break, and 
we wound up the evening with a family game of Sorry. Plain, 
dressed-down day (with a newborn!), full of learning, growing, 
character development, and relationship-building. A perfect day. 

What was your best field trip? 

I’m absolutely not a field-tripper. I can’t even pretend to be 
anymore. Occasionally we head into the Cities (we live just 
outside Minneapolis/St. Paul) to the children’s museum, but 
most of our out-and-about is very practical: tagging along with 
Daddy to the graphic-supply store and dawdling in the Chinese-
marker section, going together to the butcher shop to pick up 
our quarter-beef and having the butcher take us all back to 
the cooler to see a bear hanging in the cooler waiting to be 
butchered, hanging out at friends’ houses for all-day play dates 
and dinner that involves alligator meat. 

Your favorite project? 

Again, the simple stuff—our garden, working together to get 
our house ready for a showing, letting them loose to wash the 
floor “slippy-slidey” while they “work” to YouTube music, putting 
together a garage sale for which they choose their own toys and 
games to sell, price them, set them up, and help with the sale. 
Even the “project” of Leif’s pregnancy and birth! Any time their 
learning is embedded in real life, I’m thrilled.

Tell me about a day that didn’t work at all. 

Any day that involves my pushing an agenda, trying to get 
too many of my “to-do’s” checked off the list, or ceasing to 
acknowledge how fantastic my job is. I easily rush or take on 
too much or think that because I’m homeschooling I need to be 
“wowing” them. Big science projects! Unit studies on Egyptians! 
Music lessons! But it’s the ordinary days when we’re all at home 
doing our own interesting things that really rock, when I can feel 
we’ve hit our “flow.” When I take my job as homeschooling mom 
seriously and put it at the top of the list with “go outside” and 
“read to the kids,” things go well. 
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I’m learning that other bits add to our good/bad day tally, too: 
how much sleep I get, whether I’m getting some time on my 
own, whether I’m expecting them to be little adults, whether 
I’ve packed our schedule too tightly. We all get really ornery 
when we have been going too hard or I haven’t taken the time 
to connect with them each by sitting down, talking with them 
eye to eye, snuggling, and taking a few minutes to do something 
they’d like to do with Mama. 

Are there specific challenges you face with 
homeschooling? 

My biggest challenge is the self-imposed challenge of answering 
how homeschooling is going. I want to say, “I don’t know. Look 
at them. They’re beautiful, kind, generous human beings with 
bright minds and immense creativity,” when what the questioner 
is really asking is “Does your second-grader know his times tables, 
and how well does he read?  We homeschool in Wisconsin, which 
lets us run our own ship (hallelujah), so no hang-ups there. We 
have a few public-school educators in our family, as well, which 
makes me squeamish. Am I doing enough? Are we “on track”?

Have you ever thought about quitting? 

Every day, for about five minutes when the kids are yelling at 
each other for the twelfth time, when I can’t finish the dishes, or 
when I’m just too tired to be a good mommy anymore. I don’t 
think this is unique to me or unique to homeschooling.   

On the heels of that thought, though, is this one: how much I 
would miss not being able to be with them. I get to be the 
one collecting the shiny stones of their childhood: when sister 
is responding gently to the little brother who’s been wreaking 
havoc on her quiet art time, the trap concocted to keep critters 
away from our garden, their love for each other when they are 
deep into a clone-wars game, unaware of me or time or that 
sometimes they hate each other.

Our relationships with each other would change so much if they 
were away for most of the day. And I know they wouldn’t be the 
people they are now if they weren’t at home all the time. These 
two truths are what keep us home together. 
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Are you planning to homeschool for a specific length of 
time? 

My kids are young, so I plan to homeschool until they don’t 
want to anymore. I would love if they continued in this venture 
until they were grown-ups, but I understand they may want to 
branch out, and I totally support that. Raymond Moore wrote 
that small children ought to be kept home at least through their 
more influential stage, until ten years old or so. My kids love 
being at home, so right now it’s working really well for all of us.

What do your kids like about homeschooling? 

They love that they can spend countless hours drawing, playing 
Legos, and being outside. My middle girl loves getting to stay 
home with Mama (Mama loves it, too!). They love not having to 
get up early or go someplace every day. They really own their 
freedom.

Are there things your kids don’t like about 
homeschooling?

My oldest gets a little lonely from time to time for his age mates. 
I’m such a homebody that I have to work to get us out and 
about to meet friends. 

What about you as a parent? What are your favorite 
parts and least favorite parts of homeschooling? 

I love getting to see them grow into themselves, to be the one 
sitting hip to hip with each of them as they pick Dr. Seuss apart. 
I love our flexibility to jump up and do whatever the day calls 
for, whether it’s a batch of cookies or a long walk. 

Some of my least favorite parts: plenty of bickering among them, 
always being “on-call,” and very little time for my own brain. 

How much time do you spend preparing lessons? Have 
you learned any tricks for planning better? 

I don’t plan lessons, but I do plan days and activities: what 
we’re baking for the day, what chores need to be done, how 
I can teach them, and what we’re reading as a read-aloud. 
Honestly, 95 percent of my inspiration is on the fly. I’ve tried to 
be more plan-ahead, but letting the day dictate works best for 
us. I’m constantly startled at how interesting and meaningful the 
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smallest bits of a day are. When I truly hone in on my kiddos—
who they are, what they need, and, most important, how I can 
connect with them—it works the best.

How has the homeschool schedule benefited or 
otherwise affected your family life?  

We love love love our freedom. Flexibility is one of the key reasons 
we homeschool. We’ve taken weeklong trips to grandparents’ 
houses states away in the middle of “school season.” These 
trips and the extended time with family are prime learning and 
growing opportunities. When my husband’s brother did a camping 
wedding last fall in Texas, we didn’t hesitate to road-trip down 
there early and stay late because we could. No homework to 
do ahead of time or in the car. I wouldn’t trade our freedom for 
anything. While my husband was a youth pastor, his off time 
was daytime. Had the kids been in school all day, they never 
would have seen Daddy. 

What do you see as the biggest misconception people 
have when they think of homeschooling? 

“I could never be with my kids all day,” “I could never teach 
them all they need to know,” “I don’t know how you get it all 
done,” “Are my kids going to be freaks because they’re not with 
other kids?” 

Nobody could teach their kids all they need to know. I don’t; I 
don’t try to. Instead we bolster a love of learning. I don’t get it 
all done, either. I have a husband who helps tremendously, and 
a large part of what we’re teaching our kids is helping out around 
the house—chores, cooking, playing well with each other. Will 
they be crazy, unsociable freaks? Maybe, but probably not. 

 

Are you worried about socialization? Why or why not?  

I wholeheartedly am not. I worry more about the negative 
socialization they pick up from their schooled friends, to be 
honest. When we started homeschooling, Andy was a youth 
pastor, so the kids were actively with all age groups lots of the 
time: at church, at youth group hanging with the big kids, on 
service projects alongside adults. I watched as they became 
confident speaking with, making eye contact with, and relating 
to adults and kids of all ages, not just their own peer group. 
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As long as you’re not hiding your children in the basement, 
they’re going to mix and mingle with the cashier at the grocery 
store, the bank teller, and the circus performers as you’re out 
living your life. Let them step up and speak for themselves and 
they’ll be just fine. I’ve had people tell me I have the nicest kids. 
I take that as a gift from God and an arrow pointing us onward.

How do you know whether you’re successful in your 
homeschooling? 

What a bizarre question! How do you know if you’re successful 
in life? What is success? Success can be measured only on an 
individual, family member-by-family member basis. Are my kids 
successful if they can read? To one it comes naturally, to another 
it’s a struggle. Success, then, in this instance isn’t the reading 
itself. It turns into something entirely different: the ability to 
recognize a weakness within oneself and overcome it, to “keep 
on keepin’ on” when it’s hard and you’re frustrated. 

Sometimes success is knowing how to regulate your emotions 
in dealing with your inability to figure out a word or to maintain 
that same emotional equilibrium and not gloat when you “get 
it” more quickly than your brother. Success is a very specific, 
individual game plan. I always have a loose course plotted in my 
mind, character-building and otherwise, for each of my children. 
We just do our best to keep heading down the road. 

How often does the homeschool day go as planned? 

I’m not a huge planner, so I’ve really tried to embrace the 
“rolling with it.” I often jot loose sketches in the mornings only 
to find one or all the kids off on different (and usually much 
more interesting) tangents. We are very open to the philosophy 
of valuing what a day will bring when it comes, to what and 
where God would like to lead us in a day.  

Why do you keep homeschooling? Is it different from 
why you started? 

Because of how kind and generous my kids are becoming. Because 
of what they’re learning about Jesus and how their relationships 
are growing. Because of how they do so well together in their 
play. Because we can see vividly how their particular gifts are 
blossoming with all the time they’re given, how God’s purpose for 
them is coming to fruition. I started mainly because I didn’t want 
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my kids to soak in all that I saw public-school kids absorbing. 
Now I homeschool because it’s the best thing we’ve done with 
our lives to this point, for them and us (besides having the kids 
in the first place).

What are your concerns about homeschooling now? Are 
they different from when you started?  

I still get mildly obsessed that I’m not doing that elusive “enough.” 
What is enough when you’re technically in charge of “it all”? I 
look around me too much, getting freaked out with what I see 
my kids’ school friends doing—Dr. Seuss Day projects, Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day projects, art fairs. I’ve had to learn to lean 
into my faith so I don’t take on the whole world. I can’t reproduce 
these events, so am I failing my kids? It takes great courage to 
hold on to my belief that while I can’t possibly do “it all,” I don’t 
have to. The kids will find what they need, and Someone else 
has my back. 

 

If you could tell someone thinking about starting 
homeschooling or burned out on homeschooling one 
thing, what would it be?

Like anything worth doing, it’s hard work, but it’s more worthwhile 
than anything else. You’ll be surprised how easily learning comes 
for your kids (and how much learning you get to do, too!), how 
your mind morphs about what actual learning is, and how much 
you enjoy having your children around you day in and day 
out. That’s not to say it’s easy—we have our share of yelling 
matches—but it’s not nearly as difficult as you think it is.

And about burnout: You have to build in your breaks, especially 
as the primary caretaker. I was close to burnout this winter 
before I realized I alone could take action and build in barriers to 
fatigue and exhaustion. It’s exhausting having three kids running 
around the house all day, fighting and creating creative messes 
when it’s below zero. I’ve set up a lot of structure (where you 
may eat, when we do chores, that we all help, no questions 
asked), and that really helps. I’ve also learned I need my own 
projects. I’ve started blogging and take seriously the feeding of 
my family. I’m in the kitchen a lot, and to me that’s a break.  I 
also need to eat well and sleep well. I need them to rest every 
day so that I can, too. Staying uber-connected to my husband 
is imperative, too, as well as having supportive friends who love 
my kids.
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Jill is a wife, mom of four lovelies (ages 9 to newborn), 
writer, reader, & practical homemaker. She loves 
vintage things, bookstores, blank paper, and the smell 
of her baby’s breath. She is married to a self-employed 
dreamer and together they make a homemade life along 
a river in rural Wisconsin. Jill writes at: tinyandsmall.
wordpress.com or find her on Facebook. 
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Stephanie Langford – Keeper of the 
Home

“The feeling of watching my children love learning and open 
themselves up to knowledge that will help them to grow and 

develop is about as good as it gets.” – Stephanie

Tell me a bit about your family.

We have four children, ages 7½ down to five months old. We 
live in British Columbia, Canada. My husband and I are both 
entrepreneurs, and both work from home (he works full time 
running a music school, and I work part time as a writer and 
blogger). As a family, we love to go for hikes, go to the park, 
read books, and have tickle-fests on Mommy and Daddy’s bed. 
Daddy is a musician and has passed that love of music on to our 
kids. Mommy is interested in cooking and baking from scratch, 
organic gardening, reading and writing.

How and why did you decide to start homeschooling?

I think we knew from the start, back when my husband and I 
were first dating, that we would homeschool. He and his four 
siblings had been homeschooled, while I had gone through 
public school. There were just so many parts of my public-school 
experience that had been frustrating and lacking, whereas I 
could see obvious benefits to homeschooling (like the internal 
motivation and love of learning my husband and his siblings 
each had). Homeschooling just seemed like both a wise decision 
(considering many of the negative peer influences in public 
school, the government-led curriculum and learning outcomes, 
bullying, school violence, etc.) as well as a way to give our 
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children a superior education and a lifelong love of learning.

If you had to describe each of your kids as an animal, 
which would it be and why?

• Abbie: She’s a cross between a monkey (wild, carefree, 
adventurous, loud, spunky, and fun) and a mama bear 
(nurturing, protective, responsible beyond her years). A typical 
first-born girl in many ways, she’s a lot like her independent, 
strong-willed mama (which is both good and bad!).

• Caden: My sweet, sensitive little guy is a bit like a young 
puppy. He’s entirely affectionate and energetic and likes to 
nip at your heels (i.e., follow us around and talk incessantly). 
He’s also as faithful and loving as they come (another dog 
trait) but is very sensitive and can easily be overstimulated 
and pushed past his limits. He’s also a bit like a turtle, tending 
to listen and move and process things a bit slowly at times, 
albeit steadily (but I can’t always tell, so you’ll frequently 
hear me saying, “Caden, buddy, did you hear what I said? Are 
you on your way to do it? Let’s just move a little faster and 
answer Mommy more quickly, OK?”).

• Johanna: Also known in our home as “MoJo” (because she is 
certainly full of mojo or something like it), this little bundle of 
personality and will is something like a lioness. She can have 
that adorable cuddly and endearing quality of a cat, and she 
can easily be the cutest and sweetest. But look out—she is 
also our most strong-willed, determined child, and when she 
doesn’t like something, she makes herself known. No is her 
least favorite word (unless she’s the one saying it, and then 
it’s probably her favorite word), and her second-least favorite 
word would be can’t. Jo-Jo wants to do what Jo-Jo wants to do. 
She is also incredibly protective of her siblings and parents. 
God must have special things in store for this little girl!

• Kepler: I think it’s too early to tell. Right now he’s just a 
smiley, sweet, squishy, happy baby.

What were your concerns starting out?

I was scared that I wouldn’t know how to homeschool well, since 
all I had ever known was public school. I didn’t want to just 
do school at home, but I didn’t know what homeschooling was 
supposed to look like. I also wondered how moms did it all: 
homemaking, cooking, cleaning, mothering, and educating on 
top of it all.
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When you started, what did you know about 
homeschooling?

I was blessed to have two good supports in place from the 
beginning: my mother-in-law, who had homeschooled four 
children, and a church-based homeschool group, which included 
many families from our local church who had plenty of experience 
and wisdom to share with me. I personally knew next to nothing, 
but after so many conversations with these other women and 
listening in during many meetings, I felt well prepared when I 
got right into it. My confidence was more of a liability than an 
asset in many ways, though. I felt more prepared than I really 
was, and although our first year went smoothly, the next two 
were bumpier as I realized I still had a lot to learn!

How long have you been homeschooling?

Three years

Do you follow a specific curriculum or method?
Well, yes and no. We generally follow the Classic Education 
method, which I’ve written about more extensively here.

Under the umbrella of the Classical Method (mixed in with just 
a bit of Charlotte Mason and a dash of eclecticism), we use a 
lot of different curriculum. We love the grammar, writing and 
history resources from Peace Hill Press (Story of the World, First 
Language Lessons, Writing With Ease).

We’re not settled on a math program. We’ve used Math U See 
for three years with some success, but now we’re switching to 
Teaching Textbooks, and what our son will use next year is still 
up in the air.

For science, we’ve very eclectic, doing different unit studies, 
Evan Moore books, a homeschool co-op class, Bob Jones, etc.

For early phonics, reading, and printing, we’ve found success 
with Explode the Code (and Before the Code), Ruth Beechick’s A 
Home Start in Language and Reading, the Bob books, A Reason 
for Handwriting, and Handwriting Without Tears.
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For Bible, we have used various children’s story Bibles, devotionals, 
catechisms, memory verse work, and simply reading from the 
Bible.

For geography, we just completed Leagues and Legends (from 
Veritas Press) and loved it! This coming year we will be doing 
a world geography workbook called Our World (it’s a rather 
obscure book that I found at a homeschool convention).

For history, we’re in our second year of Story of the World, and 
we plan to continue on for the whole four years and then do it 
over a second time.

What does your typical school day look like?

This is an example of our schedule from last fall, with a second-
grader, pre-kindergartner, and a toddler. We did this Monday 
through Friday every week:

• Aim to be finished eating by 8:30 a.m., with everyone dressed 
and ready for the day, so we can do chores and get the kitchen 
tidy before we begin at 9.

• At 9, I gather all three children together for Circle Time, 
where we read a Bible story, work on memory verses, do 
one lesson from Get Wisdom (Biblically based character 
lessons/devotionals for young kids), and pray together.

• At 9:15, I get my 6½-year-old settled with a nonfiction 
book on any of a variety of topics (science, history, art, 
etc.) for silent reading while I work one-on-one with the 
4-year-old. He and I are doing a few preschool workbooks, 
flashcard games and simple worksheets (he’s loving these 
dog and cat worksheets), with the intention of getting him 
used to spending a short but focused period of time at the 
table with me. I am introducing him to his letter sounds (we 
aren’t doing letter names yet—I like the method for teaching 
reading in Ruth Beechick’s A Home Start in Reading), 
numbers and counting from 1 to 10, shapes, colors, 
patterning, etc.

• From 9:30 to 10:30, we work on the basics: language arts 
(this year we’re using First Language Lessons, Writing With 
Ease, Explode the Code, and Sequential Spelling, in addition 
to plenty of reading) and math (Math-U-See Beta).

• At 10:30, the kids have snack and recess (outside if the 
weather is good) and Mommy takes a breather or hops onto 
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the computer.

• At 10:45, we’re back to whatever language arts we didn’t 
get done before recess.

• Around 11, we begin a more extended period for working 
on history (we’re doing Story of the World, Book 1 - Ancient 
History), geography (Legends and Leagues, from Veritas 
Press), and science (we’re using various books from Evan 
Moore to explore simple machines, energy, and habitats 
this year, as well as a book on rocks and minerals). We do 
history twice a week, science twice, and geography once.

• We finish by noon, when I begin to make lunch and Abbie 
can sit at the kitchen table finishing up anything that’s not 
quite finished. Today she was drawing pictures of the tale of 
Gilgamesh (an ancient Assyrian folk tale) to complete our 
history lesson, for example.

Of course, this will change as we move into the upcoming year, 
with a third-grader, a kindergartner, a toddler and 6-month-
old. We will stick with approximately the same schedule, doing 
the bulk of our work between 9 a.m. and noon or 12:30. The 
order of things will shift as I incorporate more one-on-one time 
with my 5-year-old, teaching him to read and laying some math 
foundations, while the almost-8-year-old will learn to do more 
of her work independently.

I should also note that other activities, such as music lessons 
and practice, art lessons or projects, read-alouds, and physical 
education, usually happen in the afternoons and evenings 
(outside our basic “school” hours). If we have a field trip, we 
skip our typical work that day.

Tell me about a really exciting or successful day.

I can’t think of one in particular, but the days that feel most 
successful to me are the ones when I’m actively engaging with 
my children in their learning, we’re focused and working hard, 
and as we learn, their eyes are wide with the delight of learning. 
The feeling of watching my children love learning and open 
themselves up to knowledge that will help them to grow and 
develop is about as good as it gets.
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What was your best field trip?
Science World! About an hour from our home is a large children’s 
science museum, full of hands-on activities. We went there 
on a Saturday with Daddy and had an absolute blast. It was 
particularly fun to play in the simple-machines exhibit, which 
has a wide variety of hands-on games and machines to facilitate 
exploration of simple-machine concepts in unique ways. We had 
just been studying simple machines as our fall science unit, so it 
was the perfect follow-up. The kids also watched several science-
experiment demonstrations on a live stage and even had the 
opportunity to participate and help with the demonstrations.

Your favorite project?

It was a long time ago, but I still remember it fondly. When my 
oldest was just about five years old, I bought a new bathing 
suit from Costco. It came on a cardboard piece, shaped like a 
human torso. I decided that it would be great to turn it into a 
life-size human-body model. We researched and drew all the 
major organs, glued them to the appropriate places, made 
balloon “lungs,” gave our person a head and a face, and my 
daughter even added silly but fun details like food digesting in 
the stomach (I think she chose rice, peas, and fish). I knew she 
would forget a lot of what we’d learned, being so young, but 
just doing it together and letting her enjoy the learning process 
in such a creative way made it so memorable and helped me 
to realize how enjoyable it could be to learn together with my 
children.

Tell me about a day that didn’t work at all.

Um, just one? :)

Lots of days are full of interruptions (the phone, the door, my 
husband needing help with a project for our family business, the 
toddler spilling honey all over the kitchen floor, the 4-year-old 
having a potty accident, the newborn spitting up all over his and 
Mommy’s clothes, someone accidentally unplugging the deep 
freeze and now things are thawing and dripping everywhere—you 
name it, it happens!), and things get off track. I can’t remember 
any specific days that were particularly bad, just that we had 
plenty where we were temporarily derailed. Some days, we got 
back on schedule. Other days, we got too far off to get back on. 
That’s OK. I’m beginning to learn (even though it still frustrates 
me sometimes) that this is part and parcel of homeschooling. 
Overall, we have far more good and productive days than bad 
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ones.

Are there specific challenges you face with 
homeschooling?

I’ve found it very difficult to balance the requirements of 
homeschooling with our family’s home-based business and my 
blogging/writing work. We love being an entrepreneurial family, 
but there are seasons where it really interferes with schoolwork. 
This past year, I couldn’t begin school until the end of September, 
because I was so busy helping my husband with the registration 
rush for our music school that happens every fall. Then I lost 
two months in the winter when our assistant up and quit (and 
we couldn’t find a replacement for over six weeks), and I had a 
baby immediately after that. Altogether we had three months 
this year when we did little to no real schoolwork. That doesn’t 
mean that learning didn’t happen or that those months were a 
waste, but it does make it difficult to be consistent and establish 
discipline and routines, which are important for home-educating 
and even just for the chaos level in a home with little ones.

I wish there were a way to plan for these things to not interfere 
with our schooling, but being business owners, we’ve realized 
it doesn’t necessarily work that way. The perks of our business 
decisions (more autonomy, Daddy home more often, a flexible 
family schedule, and one day we hope to have more freedom 
from the day-to-day running of the business) are worth it to us, 
so we continue with our learning into the summer as necessary. 
Sometimes we double or triple up on lessons to get caught up. 
Sometimes we have to hire extra help with things like cleaning 
the house so that I can really pour myself into teaching the 
kids. And sometimes we accept that not everything will get done 
exactly as we want it to and that’s just part of life.

Have you ever thought about quitting?

I’ve certainly had days when I’ve felt like quitting, as I’m sure 
most moms have, but they’ve always been that—just days. 
Occasionally weeks, I suppose. But usually, you have a really 
hard day and you feel as if you can’t do this anymore and then 
you get some sleep and fresh perspective and maybe a pep talk 
from your husband or a friend and you get up and do it again 
the next day.
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This spring, however, as I battled the difficulties of being behind 
from those three months of lost school time, was the closest 
I’ve come to wanting to quit. It was really hard to keep the kids 
motivated, particularly my 7-year-old daughter, when we were 
struggling to maintain a consistent routine. She was bored and 
frustrated and she needed that structure and discipline from 
me, but I felt as if it was all I could do to just keep going from 
day to day, tired as I was from the extra business work I was 
doing on top of it all. Her attitude began to get out of hand, 
which meant I spent more time dealing with that and less time 
being able to teach, and I began to get discouraged. I knew she 
was also falling behind where she could/should have been. She’s 
a smart girl who needs the challenge, and without it she wasn’t 
especially enjoying learning. It all added up to a lot of tears 
on both our parts and conversations with my husband about 
whether I could really keep doing this.

Ultimately, we had to realize that it was just a season we needed 
to get through as a family and that we needed to make it a very 
high priority for me to have more time to focus on school, even 
if it meant outsourcing and hiring more help for our businesses. 
I also learned more about how my daughter learns and what she 
needs from me. We realized there were things I could do to help 
her feel more loved and more successful in her work even when 
we couldn’t keep our ideal schedule or when I didn’t have much 
time or energy to help her with her work. We also spent a lot of 
time discussing our goals for homeschool and what would be a 
successful outcome for us, and that helped me to realize that 
I had been putting unnecessary pressure on myself in certain 
areas. Although it was a very hard year for us, I’m actually 
grateful for the lessons I learned, and it helped to solidify the 
reasons we homeschool and to envision what we want for our 
children when it’s all said and done.

Are you planning to homeschool for a specific length of 
time?

Ideally, we plan to homeschool all the way through until our 
children “graduate” (whether they graduate officially or they 
bypass a high school diploma and we decide that they’re finished). 
Of course, that’s just our plan and we don’t know what life will 
bring, but at the moment we are expecting this to be a long-
term thing for our family.
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What do your kids like about homeschooling?

Sleeping in! (Just kidding.)

But I do think they enjoy the flexibility we have with our days. 
They love getting to spend extra time with Mommy and sometimes 
with Daddy if he’s not too busy with work. It’s a hard question 
to answer, though, because they don’t really know what the 
alternative is. For ours, homeschooling is all they’ve ever know, 
and it’s what many of their friends do, so it’s mostly just normal 
life.

Are there things your kids don’t like about 
homeschooling?

Now that my oldest has a few friends who are in school (although 
we are fortunate to know many other homeschooling families), 
she struggles sometimes with jealousy that she can’t go to school 
with a bunch of kids her age. Sometimes she feels as if she’s 
missing out on something. I try to remind her of the perks of 
homeschooling (time with Mommy, not having to sit at a desk all 
day, a much shorter school day, more time for play and reading 
and fun things like music) and incorporate extra play dates or 
fun family activities into our schedule when she’s feeling that 
way.

What about you as a parent? What are your favorite 
parts and least favorite parts of homeschooling?

My favorite part is getting to be with my children all day. I can’t 
really imagine sending them off to school, not knowing what 
they are learning, wondering how teachers and other kids are 
treating them, not being able to snuggle up on the couch for 
devotions or reading books. My kids will be young for such a 
short season, and I know I am privileged to be home with them. 
I want to soak up every minute of it.

My least favorite part is the fact that I’m with my children all 
day (ah, the irony). It’s funny how something you love can also 
be something negative. I do find that it’s difficult to get certain 
things done, and I never get to enjoy a clean house for more 
than a few minutes, because the children are always there to 
bring it back to a lived-in state. Some days I find myself tired 
and wish for just a bit of peace and quiet. I wish I didn’t have 
to work so hard to stick to a schedule to get everything done 
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(so then I do as all moms do but don’t want to admit—I go into 
the bathroom and lock the door and breathe in the silence until 
they discover where I am). Although homeschooling is truly 
rewarding, I would be lying if I didn’t say that sometimes it’s 
just plain old tiring, too.

How much time do you spend preparing lessons? Have 
you learned any tricks for planning better?

I don’t spend much time preparing on a daily or weekly basis 
at this point, but I may have to do more of it as my kids get 
older. In the spring and summer, I do a lot of planning for the 
upcoming year and sorting through the children’s needs and 
which curriculum we will use, what our schedule will look like, 
how many pages per day we need to do of a certain book to 
get through it, etc. I like to take a full day each summer, in 
addition to bits and pieces of time before that, fully going over 
new curriculum and thinking through plans for the upcoming 
year. But once we hit our regular school days, I usually just 
grab things a few moments before we need them. If something 
requires a little more preparation from me, I’ll get the kids going 
on fairly independent activities so that I can spend 10 to 15 
minutes on prep, but I rarely need more than that. I suppose 
it depends a lot on the types of curriculum you choose, and 
most of mine (although they may require my presence, to read 
something, facilitate a narration, discuss questions, etc.) don’t 
require a lot of prep work.

How has the homeschool schedule benefited or 
otherwise affected your family life?

I think it helps to shape our days and weeks in a good way. For us, 
we just know our mornings are always for school and afternoons 
are a combination of things like cleaning and household chores, 
errands, music lessons, activities outside the house (playing with 
friends, sports, going to the park). It makes for a regular routine 
for both myself and the kids. There can be negative aspects to 
this, like having to turn down morning activities or requests from 
friends. I have friends whose children are not yet school age or 
who attend public school, and I’ve had to work hard to establish 
the boundary that I don’t answer the phone nor am I available 
for doing things in the mornings. Our school times are set aside 
as a priority because I find that if we make any exceptions, it’s 
easy to make them too often and then our learning begins to 
suffer. Keeping mornings strictly for schoolwork ensures that we 
get done what needs to get done.
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But there are also times when being a homeschooling family 
gives us this amazing flexibility. If my husband has been working 
long hours at running his business and suddenly finds that he 
is able to take a morning off, we have the option to declare a 
“family day” and take the day off from formal schoolwork. Or 
if someone special is visiting from out of town or some other 
particularly worthwhile opportunity comes up, we have the 
choice and the freedom to decide to rearrange our schedule. This 
balance between a regular routine and spontaneous flexibility is 
one of the beautiful things about homeschooling.

What do you see as the biggest misconception people 
have when they think of homeschooling?

One thing I commonly hear when I tell other families or mothers 
that I am a homeschooler is “Oh, I could never do that. I don’t 
have the patience for it!” or “I could never teach my kids. We 
would just butt heads all the time.” There is this misconception 
that because we have chosen to homeschool, we already possess 
all the patience, knowledge, skill, and management techniques 
that it takes to teach our children.

Let’s be honest—just because we’re teaching our children does 
not mean we are perfect parents or the ideal teacher. Some 
days I do lose my patience and even my temper. Some days 
my children are disrespectful and we spend more time working 
on attitudes, behavior, and character than we do on academics. 
Think about it this way: No couple have their first baby already 
knowing how to parent him or her (if only babies were born with 
instruction manuals in hand, right?). If we waited until we knew 
how to be good parents, none of us would ever have children. 
No, first we make the decision to step out in faith according to 
our convictions and because of our desire to become parents, 
and then we grow and change and mature in our parenting as we 
go along. It’s the same with homeschooling. The longer I teach 
my children, the better teacher (and parent) I become and the 
better they become at learning from me and being respectful 
and self-motivated. Often, all these things come about through 
much trial and error. Don’t let the fact that you don’t think you 
know how to do it or don’t think you have the patience to handle 
it stop you from following your convictions. It will come in time.

Are you worried about socialization? Why or why not?

Absolutely not. In fact, I’m grateful that my children are avoiding 
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the negative socialization they would receive in a classroom or 
on a school playground! Think back to your own school years. 
What was your socialization experience really like? My public-
school experience included learning about things I wasn’t 
mature or old enough to handle (sex, alcohol, etc.), struggling 
with peer pressure to be disrespectful to teachers or to make 
fun of other kids, being left out and feeling emotionally crushed, 
being concerned with being cool or popular and adapting to the 
trends and fads, and ultimately valuing my relationships with 
my peers above my family. Need I go on? My experience is not 
uncommon. Is this the type of socialization we are worried about 
our kids’ missing out on?

Keeping my children home with me presents plenty of 
opportunities for positive socialization. They are learning to 
love and appreciate their siblings, to be a part of our family 
and do their part through chores and other acts of service, and 
to obey and respect their parents. I am able to supervise the 
great majority of their social interactions with other children, 
and I can carefully choose ones with children who I think will 
be positive friends and playmates, encouraging and building up 
my children rather than dragging them down. My kids have a lot 
of adult interaction, and because they are not so influenced by 
their peers, they are learning how to speak both respectfully and 
intelligently to adults (rather than being one of those kids who 
answer in one-word sentences while looking down at the ground). 
My children are less dependent on age-based peer groups and 
are happy to play with both older and younger children. I can 
guard their exposure to things beyond their understanding and 
maturity levels and be there to talk through the things we may 
hear in a song, see in a movie, or read in a book. I don’t have to 
wonder how they will internalize these new ideas, because I am 
right there to discuss it with them.

After three years of homeschooling, my oldest is an articulate, 
fun, engaging, and confident little girl who makes friends easily 
anywhere she goes. Other adults frequently comment on how 
polite she is and how well she engages in conversation with 
them. My daughter isn’t a superstar (well, I like to think so, 
but I’m a little biased!). In fact, I’ve known plenty of other 
(older) homeschooled kids and teens who also exemplify these 
wonderful traits, which I believe is a direct result of homeschool-
style socialization.
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How do you know whether you’re successful in your 
homeschooling?

That’s hard for me to answer, because we’re still just in the 
early stages of our journey. But for us, we have just a few major 
goals, and if we can see those things happening, we believe we 
are succeeding:

•	 Our kids delight in learning.
•	 They are mastering important, basic skills such as reading, 

printing, oral and written communication, critical thinking, 
and math. With these foundations, no matter which topics we 
do or don’t get to in our schooling, they will have the ability to 
learn anything else they set their mind to later in life.

•	 We see growth in their relationships with God and in character 
qualities such as excellence, hard work, generosity, and 
integrity.

How often does the homeschool day go as planned?

Maybe half the time. A lot of it depends on me and how organized 
I am and how much I stick to our routine and set the tone 
for the rest of the family. If I’m tired or distracted or having 
an off day, chances are that our schooling will get a little off 
track, too. Other things can also affect what we accomplish, in 
both negative and positive ways. If we are dealing with poor 
behaviors or attitudes, if the baby is teething badly, if someone 
makes a huge mess, we might not get through everything on 
our list. On the other hand, if the kids are particularly eager or 
hard-working, we can sometimes get through more than usual. 
Another option is that we will get to delve into something deeper 
and possibly not get through exactly what we had planned but 
have a wonderful time learning about a particular topic in depth. 
These types of unplanned days are the best kind.

How the homeschool day goes is sort of like our to-do lists. 
How often do we crawl into bed at night with every item on 
our list checked off? Not often. And yet we are continually 
moving forward, and on the days when we feel as if our day was 
“interrupted,” sometimes it turns out that those interruptions 
are more important than what we had planned anyway. Having 
perfect homeschool days isn’t the goal. Seeing success and 
growth is far more important. 

I will say, though, that when I am organized and I start the day 
with a solid plan and a cheerful attitude, things are more likely 
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to get done.

Why do you keep homeschooling? Is it different from 
why you started?

The longer I homeschool and the older my children become, the 
more I can’t envision sending them off somewhere else. For one 
thing, our family grows closer, our bonds and our friendships 
deepen, and we simply want to be with each other. I watch my 
friends whose children attend school and I can see that while 
I am growing closer to my children and gaining influence in 
their lives, these other dear moms are gradually losing that 
influence and finding they have to fight harder to maintain strong 
relationships. That alone is reason enough for me to keep going 
even though it’s not necessarily part of why I started.

I also keep going because I can see the fruit in my children’s 
lives already. They are excited by things I don’t think would 
have excited me at their age. For example, if I bring a stack 
of children’s history or science books home from the library, 
my 3-, 5- and 7-year-olds will all eagerly reach for them and 
sit down to pore over them, fascinated. Thinking back to my 
childhood, I probably would have preferred to watch TV or read 
a Babysitter’s Club novel (pure twaddle). On a recent road trip, 
we listened to several hours of the Story of the World (ancient 
history) audio CDs solely because we were interested in it. 
When we had to stop, the kids were so disappointed to turn it 
off. My kids are constantly creating, whether it’s art or music or 
stories or buildings. They’re even taking an interest in business 
and entrepreneurialism. They want to help us at our family 
businesses, try starting their own, earn money, and learn to 
invest and save it. 

Sometimes I don’t think we’re very good homeschoolers. I know 
so many other families who are more creative and diligent than 
we are in how they educate their kids, and yet if even we’re 
seeing these results already, isn’t that a sign we’re on the right 
track?

These aren’t the only reasons I keep homeschooling, but they’re 
some of the things that keep me going. When it gets hard, it’s 
important to find those things that speak to you of why you 
made this decision in the first place and look for evidence of 
them in your children’s lives.



You 

Can

What are your concerns about homeschooling now? Are 
they different from when you started?

Recently, my husband and I went back and forth on whether 
to enroll in our province’s government-funded homeschool 
program (you still choose what and how you want to teach, 
but you receive money for purchasing curriculum and are then 
held accountable to a teacher who checks in on your progress, 
gives reports cards, and ensures that you meet the grade-level 
requirements). Our other option was to simply forfeit the money 
we had been receiving and go it alone. After much consideration, 
we’ve decided not to enroll, and it’s a decision I feel very satisfied 
with. Every state and province is different in what it requires of 
homeschooling parents, and over the years I have recognized 
that I am a better homeschooler and that I am more focused on 
our family’s goals (as opposed to the outside requirements and 
expectations of others) when I have no one to be accountable to 
but myself, my husband, and the Lord.

My biggest challenge in it all is learning how to balance academic 
study with the other aspects of developing our children (love for 
God, character, responsibility) as well as nurturing a creative 
and inspiring environment. In other words, I’m concerned about 
using these years and months and days wisely, knowing what to 
focus on in each season, so that our family can reap the rewards 
of a job well done. I don’t want to spit out children who conform 
to the mediocre standards of a government-sponsored education 
system that I have chosen to opt out of. Doesn’t that defeat 
the purpose? Instead, I want to give my children something 
far superior, and therein lies the challenge—knowing what is 
superior and what is worth our time and energy and figuring 
out how to do it. My concern with homeschooling these days 
is knowing how to provide my children with a truly excellent 
education.

I think that when I first began, I didn’t know what to concern 
myself with. I wondered how I would choose and afford curriculum 
and whether my kids would listen to me and whether I could 
teach them as well as someone else could. I wondered if I had 
the patience, how our extended family and friends would react, 
and all those other things parents worry about when they first 
start. Now I’ve stopped worrying about all that and started to 
worry about the actual substance of what I do and why I do it. 
I’m not concerned about what others think, only about being 
faithful to my task.
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If you could tell someone thinking about starting 
homeschooling or burned out on homeschooling one 
thing, what would it be?

Figure out why homeschooling appeals to you, what your 
long-term goals for your children are, and why you’ve become 
convinced that homeschooling is the way to go. Sift through and 
test your answers until you’ve settled the issue deep in your 
heart and mind. Once you know for certain that this is the right 
thing for your family, step out in faith and don’t look back. Yes, 
there will be struggles and challenges along the way. There will 
be days when you are weary beyond belief and you just want 
to give up. There will be naysayers of all kinds telling you that 
your hard work simply isn’t worth it and that putting your kids 
in school isn’t the end of the world.

But if you know the answers to why you started in the first 
place, you can always go back there and remind yourself of why 
you get up each day and do what you do. Write your reasons 
down. Take time once or twice a year to look at what you’ve 
accomplished, to consider your goals as a family, to evaluate 
where your children are. Be intentional about your decision and 
about your commitment to it. It’s like the biblical parable of the 
man who built his house on sand and the one whose home was 
built on the rock. If you base your homeschooling decisions on 
temporary frustrations or a whim or the expectations or beliefs 
of others, you may find that when the storms come (and they 
will), your resolve crumbles like that house built on the sand. 
Start with a firm, solid foundation like rock and you will have the 
strength to press on despite the storms and trials.

Stephanie Langford has a passion for encouraging 
homemakers who want to make healthy changes 
and carefully steward all they’ve been given. She has 
written three books geared to helping families live 
more naturally and eat real, whole foods without being 
overwhelmed, without going broke, and through successful 
meal planning. She runs a music school with her handsome 
husband, is mama and teacher to four little ones, and 
is the editor and author of Keeper of the Home. 
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Heidi Scovel – Mt. Hope Chronicles 

“Seeing school life through new eyes, I determined to 
homeschool should children be in my future. That was over 

twenty years ago.” – Heidi

Tell me a bit about your family.

Our family of six lives in the gorgeous Willamette Valley, in 
Oregon. We love living in the country, with quick access to 
town and within easy driving distance of the ocean, mountains, 
lakes, rivers, high desert, farms, vineyards, larger cities, and a 
metropolitan area. The world is our classroom.

 
Russ works with computers. He is an out-of-the-box problem-
solver and a hands-on dad. I am a talkative introvert, and I 
love collecting books, dabbling in photography, and diagraming 
sentences. I spend my days living and learning alongside my 
rambunctious, extroverted children. 

 
Levi is 10. His imagination is wild and his personality vivid. He is 
my words-and-ideas boy, the ringleader of the family. Luke is 8 
and is my Curious George. He is a lover and a fighter, a boy who 
loves danger, projects, numbers, and snuggles. Leif is almost 6 
and is my exuberant, emphatic, sweet boy. He is competitive, 
smart, and affectionate. He has only one volume and it isn’t 
quiet. Lola is 1½. She is her daddy’s sunshine, a delight to her 
mother, and adored by her brothers. She is audacious and crazy 
fun.



You 

Can

How and why did you decide to start homeschooling?

My introduction to homeschooling was in early high school, when 
family friends decided to pull their kids out of the traditional 
school environment and school them at home. I had attended 
both private and public schools but, until then, hadn’t given a 
moment’s thought to the idea of homeschooling. It was instantly 
fascinating and appealing to me. I asked questions. I thought 
about it quite a bit.

 
Little did I know that I would end up homeschooling during my 
junior year. It was a fabulous experience and one that I will always 
remember. I completed all my required 11th-grade classes, as 
well as most of the 12th-grade requirements. I participated in 
the jazz choir at the local high school (which I had been involved 
with before leaving public school) and worked in a dental office 
four afternoons a week. That summer, my family traveled across 
the country (from Oregon to Virginia to Maine to South Dakota) 
on an amazing adventure. Over six weeks, we saw sights that 
made my year’s studies in U.S. history come alive.

 
I returned to the public high school for my senior year only to 
find that I was wasting an amazing amount of time. Seeing 
school life through new eyes, I determined to homeschool should 
children be in my future. That was over twenty years ago.

 
What were your concerns starting out?

Homeschooling from the very beginning had its advantages. I 
didn’t have to change course (such as pulling children out of a 
traditional school environment), I felt confident in our decision 
to homeschool, and we were able to make learning at home a 
natural extension of our family life.

 
I began with short formal lessons in the core subjects (reading, 
math, and handwriting). It was a gradual process, so we were 
able to adjust easily. Our struggles in the beginning were 
mostly about trying to find quiet, uninterrupted time for focused 
instruction with a 2-year-old and later a baby clamoring for 
attention. My oldest and I also struggled to find our rhythm with 
phonics lessons.

 
When you started, what did you know about 
homeschooling?

I spent several years researching homeschooling before my 
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oldest was born. I felt confident and excited about my resources 
and big-picture plan. My husband was completely on-board, 
and my parents and extended family were supportive. My best 
friend had also decided to homeschool her children, so we were 
excited to share the journey.

 
How long have you been homeschooling?

We have now finished our fifth year of official homeschool. My 
oldest is heading into fifth grade, and my youngest son will be 
in first. 
 
Do you follow a specific curriculum or method?
A year before Levi was born, I picked up the book The Well-
Trained Mind, by Susan Wise Bauer. I devoured it cover to cover 
in three days. The neoclassical education Bauer outlines in the 
book fit perfectly with my educational ideals. The structure felt 
rigorous, complete, and compelling.

 
A classical education emphasizes the tools of learning. A student 
of any age must first internalize the grammar (or vocabulary) of 
any subject he wishes to learn, whether it be math, photography, 
or archery. This grammar consists of facts such as names, dates, 
stories, rules, and equipment. Next, that grammar must be 
organized and processed logically. This is the time for why and 
how questions, for analyzing, reasoning, and abstract thinking. 

Finally, the student synthesizes what he has learned 
and expresses himself skillfully through words or action. 
A classical education also erases the lines between subjects 
and emphasizes the connections between ideas and events. 
The idea of studying history chronologically (and repeatedly) 
appealed to my sequential nature, and I was also excited about 
the prospect of studying Latin.

 
We have remained dedicated to this basic educational structure, 
but education is a personal thing. Each of my children has unique 
strengths, weaknesses, interests, and personality, so we will 
remain flexible according to their needs.
 
We use a wide variety of resources and curriculum within the 
framework of neoclassical education. Some of our favorites 
are Teaching Textbooks and Life of Fred for math, Michael Clay 
Thompson’s language-arts series, Institute for Excellence in 
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Writing, Writing With Ease, Latina Christiana, All About Spelling 
and The Story of the World. 

 
What does your typical school day look like?

While our big-picture educational plan is very structured, our 
day-to-day learning has not achieved that status. Life at our 
house is loud, chaotic, messy, and full of action. 

 
We go through short bursts of routine-oriented life. These days 
begin around 8:30 in the morning. Together we work on Bible, 
math, memory work, geography, English grammar, spelling, 
and Latin. Afternoons are spent on writing, history, and science. 
Piano, swim practice, dinner, and a family read-aloud round out 
the evening.

 
More often, though, we just learn as we go. And all day long, we 
love to talk about life and ask questions.

 
We sleep in a little. We eat a big breakfast. The boys do math 
independently on the computer. We play our memory-work CDs 
while playing in the living room. We sit down for a spelling lesson. 
We sit on the couch and read our language-arts books together 
and then analyze a few sentences on a white board. We listen 
to poetry CDs on the way to the grocery store. We eat a simple 
lunch. We snuggle up to read history, science, and Bible stories 
and lessons. The boys trace maps. When Lola goes down for a 
nap, we try to take advantage of the quiet house and do Latin 
and writing lessons. The two older boys leave for swim-team 
practice midafternoon.

 
Some days we are lucky to get a single math lesson completed. 
The boys all read independently and extensively. I am intentional 
about having high-quality reading material (fiction and nonfiction) 
on all subjects available at all times, and I spend a considerable 
amount of time gathering books on our lesson topics and themes. 
The boys take full advantage of the books I accumulate for them. 
They read on the couch, outside, in the car, at the grocery store. 
Our house is piled high with books.

 
As Lola gets older and we head into middle-school territory with 
Levi, daily routine will be a higher priority.
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Tell me about a really exciting or successful day.

Our most successful days are the days we are learning 
from morning until night and not realizing it! Reading. 
Talking. Listening to music. Sightseeing. Spending time with 
family. Watching documentaries. Writing stories. Working 
through math puzzles. Putting on plays. Baking treats.  

Having those successful days requires being intentional about what 
we fill our lives with in terms of good-quality information, ideas, 
and activities, but it feels relaxed and natural when it all unfolds. 

What was your best field trip?
Our best field trip was a spontaneous drive with the boys to a 
nearby location we had not yet visited. The Oregon State Parks 
Department had restored Oregon’s oldest (1858) surviving 
water-powered mill into a beautiful Heritage Site. We had no 
specific plans or expectations. It was a gorgeous cool fall day. 
The location was stunning. We had a private tour with a park 
guide because it was a quiet afternoon. We enjoyed learning 
history and science with hands-on activities (perfect for hands-
on boys!): grinding wheat with a millstone, sifting flour, operating 
grain elevators and augers, weighing ourselves on a large scale, 
turning large gears, and building a wall with wooden pegs. Our 
delightful tour guide even powered up the mill for us so we could 
see the grain elevators and gears in motion. And there was no 
charge for entry or for the tour!

 
Tell me about a day that didn’t work at all.

Having a toddler in the house can make any day of homeschooling 
a challenge. Adding in a 5-year-old boy with a very loud voice, a 
short attention span, and an insatiable desire for playmates can 
cause chaos. There are so many days of just making it through one 
minute at a time that I’d be hard-pressed to remember a specific one. 

Are there specific challenges you face with 
homeschooling? 

Pregnancy and infancy/toddlerhood were both huge challenges 
for me as a teacher. I also struggle constantly with my own 
self-discipline. Having extroverted boys wasn’t something I 
imagined in my pre-children, idealistic homeschool phase, either.  

But I am full of gratitude for a healthy family and an extensive 
support system! 
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Have you ever thought about quitting? 

There have been many days when I felt like quitting, 
but I’ve never thought about it as a serious possibility. 

Are you planning to homeschool for a specific length of 
time?

Our homeschool decisions are centered on the needs of our children. 
If, in the future, another schooling option will serve them better, 
we will be open to exploring that possibility. Until then, our plan is 
to continue homeschooling through high school. We have every 
intention of taking advantage of opportunities such as online classes, 
tutors, co-op classes, mentors, and community college classes. 

What do your kids like about homeschooling?

Homeschooling has always been an extension of our family life, 
so my kids have a difficult time distinguishing the unique aspects 
of their learning experience. Whenever I ask them what they like 
about homeschooling, they just look at me blankly or answer with 
favorite subjects. Levi thrives on reading (and appreciates all the 
extra time he has for reading). Luke is enthusiastic about memorizing 
history sentences and timeline in song form. Leif adores math. 

Are there things your kids don’t like about 
homeschooling?

I’m certain they would enjoy being around other people 24-7. 

What about you as a parent? What are your favorite 
parts and least favorite parts of homeschooling?

My favorite aspect of homeschooling is sharing the experience 
of life and learning with my children. The conversations. 
Understanding where their questions are coming from. The 
shared landscape.

 
I love planning. I love researching. I love buying books.

My least favorite aspects of homeschooling: 

• staying consistent with daily tasks. 

• the mess that is inevitable with five people iving their lives 
in one house all day every day.

• the lack of introvert-required alone time. 
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How much time do you spend preparing lessons? Have 
you learned any tricks for planning better?

In the beginning I spent much more time planning our lessons 
specifically. I’ve relaxed over the years. Most of our resources are 
open-and-go. I rarely do any detailed planning for daily lessons. 
We just do the next lesson or read the next chapter. Most of my 
planning time is spent searching the library or online for books, 
researching resources, planning the topics for the coming year, 
or reading more about education. I consider that my playtime! 

How has the homeschool schedule benefited or 
otherwise affected your family life?

The biggest benefit of homeschooling is the close relationships 
we have built as a family. The boys are best friends and the 
three musketeers. I have treasured watching them develop 
adoration for their little sister. They spend endless hours 
interacting with her that they wouldn’t have had otherwise.  

My husband has had a varying work schedule over the 
past couple of years, and it has been wonderful for the 
boys to spend extra time with him, as well. He often 
works from home and occasionally takes the boys to visit 
clients, so they have been able to watch his job in action. 

What do you see as the biggest misconception people 
have when they think of homeschooling? 

Many people believe that homeschooling is a very small box 
when in reality it can be an act of removing the box entirely. 
Homeschools reflect the wildly varying values and lifestyles of 
parents/teachers rather than parents/teachers reflecting the 
values and lifestyle of a narrow box called homeschooling. When 
they choose homeschooling, parents have the opportunity to 
create, from the ground up, the education and life that best serve 
their children, no matter how traditional or unconventional.

 
Are you worried about socialization?

Social skills are a priority in our family. Interacting with strangers, 
solving conflicts, working as a team, being respectful and kind, 
being a good friend, taking turns, being a good sport, handling 
disappointment, and following rules and instructions are all 
valuable skills that every child should learn. 

 
I believe learning these skills requires adequate and consistent 
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coaching by one or more invested adults who know a child well, 
in varied circumstances with a wide variety of people. 

 
Many social skills are learned at home with siblings, but my 
extroverted children enjoy getting out of the house on a regular 
basis. We participate in a homeschool group one day each week 
where the boys are in separate small classes with a tutor (and 
several parents assisting). They swim on a team. We are a part 
of a parent-child book club. They participate in church classes 
and activities. My husband occasionally takes them along when 
he visits clients. We enjoy classes and activities with another 
homeschool group. 

 
We simply enjoy getting out into life and interacting with people.

 
How do you know whether you’re successful in your 
homeschooling?

I consider our homeschool successful if my children are making 
consistent progress in the basic skills of math, reading, and 
writing and if they retain their sense of curiosity. I want my 
children to love learning and have the skills to tackle any subject. 

How often does the homeschool day go as planned?

I have learned that no day goes exactly as planned. This is real 
life, and being able to adapt is a valuable skill. At least that is 
what I keep telling myself!

 
Why do you keep homeschooling? Is it different from 
why you started?

We homeschool to promote learning as a lifestyle, to personalize 
each child’s education, to promote personal ownership of learning, 
to be flexible and efficient with our time, to focus on rigorous 
academics, family relationships, continuity, and the integration 
of subjects. The bonus is that I have the opportunity to redeem 
my own education while teaching my children.

 
These were all reasons why we began homeschooling, and they 
continue to reaffirm our decision. 
 
After having the experience of teaching my boys for the past 
five years, I have realized also that they may have struggled 
in a school environment that’s often opposed to their very 
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natures and personalities. My boys are highly active, talkative, 
and hands-on. I have tried to incorporate that into our learning 
environment. Their abilities also vary more by subject than I 
expected, and I am thankful to be able to meet them where they 
are without boring them to tears or pushing them ahead before 
they are ready to move on.

 
What are your concerns with homeschooling now? Are 
they different from when you started?

My main concern is my own self-discipline. It takes a great deal 
of focus and energy to keep this show on the road. I don’t think 
I fully understood that in the beginning.

 
If you could tell someone thinking about starting 
homeschooling or burned out on homeschooling one 
thing, what would it be?

Remove all preconceived ideas about what school should look 
like and spend some time thinking about your definition of 
education. Identify your core nonnegotiables and plug them 
into your routine. Then live your extra hours reading, talking, 
exploring, and playing as a family. It will come together. 

Heidi Scovel documents “Living Lovely” at her blog, 
Mt. Hope Chronicles. There she celebrates (in words 
and images) her journey as wife, homeschooling 
mother of three rambunctious boys and a darling girl, 
photographer, book collector, sentence diagramer, 
and lover of the little things. 
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Heather Sanders – OMSH and 
contributing homeschool writer for 

The Pioneer Woman.com 

“We continue to homeschool because it becomes more and 
more obvious how this one choice nurtured our kids and family 

as a whole.” – Heather

Tell me a bit about your family.

We are a family of five. Our three kids are Emelie (’96), Meredith 
(’00) and Kenny (’02). We live in the Piney Woods of East Texas, 
where my husband, Jeff, works as a psychologist in the prison 
system. I am a web designer, writer, and blogger. Since 2008, 
I have focused my attention on writing for the homeschooling 
community in a few different venues, but primarily as a 
contributing writer for The Pioneer Woman’s homeschooling 
blog.

When I asked my husband how he would describe our family, he 
used one word: passionate. He nailed it, because our family does 
passionately embrace life together. Sometimes that passion is 
displayed with joyous laughter, singing, dancing, and loud and 
rambunctious play, but other times it is revealed amid heated 
debates, anger, hurt feelings, and even loneliness. In the midst of 
it all we love, live and learn together. The process is painstakingly 
fabulous and we would have it no other way.
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How and why did you decide to start homeschooling?

Jeff and I never considered homeschooling as an option until the 
moment there appeared to be no other option. We were fully 
involved in Emelie’s early elementary education by volunteering, 
attending school performances and teacher meetings, and, of 
course, helping her with homework, encouraging her to read, 
and so on.

At the start of Emelie’s second-grade year, our always-
expressive, upbeat and talkative child began to turn inward, 
spending more time in her room away from family. When the 
nightmares started and bed-wetting (something she had long 
since outgrown) recurred, Jeff and I mentally reviewed every 
single moment she was away from us and every single person 
she came into contact with during those times. Our minds were 
our worst enemies, and our fears escalated with each night she 
woke screaming.

When Emelie begged not to go to school one day, we believed 
we’d finally found the culprit. From pre-kindergarten to first 
grade, she loved school, never complaining about teachers, 
friends, getting up early, completing homework, or anything 
else school-related.

We followed the school’s protocol, e-mailing the teacher to request 
a meeting. Told that it would be upwards of three weeks before 
the teacher had time to speak with us, we pressed the issue 
without success. After another night of screaming nightmares, 
Jeff and I decided to pull her from public school entirely. We did 
a quick online search to figure out our legal rights, and the next 
morning Jeff went to the school and officially withdrew Emelie.

That was the fall of 2003. Meredith was three years old and 
Kenny was only ten months old.

To say we were not prepared to homeschool is an understatement. 
If anything, we were opposed to homeschooling.

Overwhelmed by the whole of it, I had to break it down into 
manageable steps:
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Step 1: I looked up our current state’s requirements for 
homeschoolers.

Step 2: I picked up a few workbooks at Barnes & Noble to keep 
Emelie on track for her grade level and fulfill the minimum state 
requirements while I researched curriculum options.

Step 3: I began a massive web search to learn how in the world 
people do this thing called homeschooling.

Weeks later, in a chance meeting with another parent, I learned 
that Emelie’s second-grade teacher used public shaming as a 
means to control and discipline her classroom. The woman I 
spoke to said I wasn’t the first to pull her child from the class. I 
remember thinking I wouldn’t be the last.

By that time we were acclimated to the homeschool life, and 
Emelie was back to her normal self, enjoying the extra time with 
family, learning and sleeping well again.

What were your concerns starting out?

In our case I think the better question would be “What wasn’t a 
concern when starting out?”

We did not enter into homeschooling because we had weighed all 
the options and decided homeschooling was the best academic 
choice for our family. Rather, homeschooling was thrust on us as 
the only means of protecting our oldest daughter.

I framed my homeschool research with a sink-or-swim mentality, 
which proved to be a mighty fine motivator. What I quickly 
learned was that there was a third option: float. And float is 
exactly what we did.

I do not consider myself a fearful woman, but each concern I put 
to rest seemed to uncover a myriad of other concerns.

“What are the legal requirements? What if I miss something? 
How long should we do this? What about socialization? How can 
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I homeschool with two younger children interrupting? What if I 
fail?”

I was treading in what felt like very deep water.

When you started, what did you know about 
homeschooling?

When we started homeschooling, our exposure was very limited. 
Jeff had a second cousin who was homeschooling, but that 
was about it. We did not have any kind of local homeschool 
cooperative or support group, and our family and friends did not 
support our decision.

How long have you been homeschooling?

We have homeschooled a total of six years. After moving back 
home to Texas, we placed Emelie and Meredith in the public 
school system for two years so Jeff and I could both work full-
time hours to save for a home.

Do you follow a specific curriculum or method?
After trying several curriculum through the years, we settled on 
Sonlight, a literature-rich Christian homeschool curriculum, for 
our homeschool’s academic “core” foundation.

Jeff and I are raising our children with a biblical worldview, so 
we appreciate that Sonlight does not shy from difficult topics 
or texts simply because they may be controversial, but instead 
encourages parents to be in constant discussion with their 
children. We recognize that our kids will live and function in the 
world, not a bubble, and we do not want them to be naive.

Additional courses are taken through our local homeschool 
cooperative. These include math and science/science labs, two 
areas I admittedly do not enjoy and am not capable of teaching 
at the higher levels, as well as extracurricular courses like art 
and foreign languages.

What does your typical school day look like?

Since I gave the kids more control over their schedules, there 
really isn’t a typical school day. It’s just as common for me to 
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wake to one child up and working through her studies at 5 a.m. 
as it is for someone else to be finishing their work while I’m 
preparing dinner.

When the kids were younger, the schedule helped me to be 
equally available for read-alouds, spelling, and math drills, but 
as their work has advanced, their need for me has diminished 
significantly. I am in the schoolroom and available to answer 
questions, edit work, etc., but I am more of a resource and 
support staff at this point in their education.

Tell me about a really exciting or successful day.

I have learned that every moment is an opportunity to find joy. 
Sometimes the days that start the worst end up being the best. 
A year or so ago we lost our electricity around 11 at night. It 
was January and surprisingly cold for our neck of the woods. As 
Jeff started a fire, I checked on the kids in their beds, making 
sure they had enough blankets over them to keep them warm. 
The master bedroom is the coldest room in the house, so Jeff 
and I decided to sleep on a pallet in front of the fire.

The next morning, the electricity was still out and the house 
had grown colder. With three kids now snuggling up to us, Jeff 
stoked the fire higher and started doing what he could to get 
ready for work.

I warned the kids not to open the refrigerator and then called 
our electric company’s outage line for an update. We were told 
it would be several hours before the electricity returned.

Wrapped in quilts in front of the fire, the breakfast solution 
became obvious: s’mores! And that’s exactly what we ate—for 
breakfast. We turned a cold, frustrating situation into a warm 
chocolate-marshmallow treat.

We spent the morning together eating, talking, giggling, and 
reading in front of the fire. When the electricity came back on, 
our hearts as well as our bellies were full. The kids ran into the 
kitchen to grab glasses of milk and I started a pot of coffee. 
We lingered for a long while in front of the fire until we were all 
ready to start the day’s work.
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What was your best field trip?
In the summer of 2011, our family took an extended field trip 
as a means to wrap up an incredible homeschool year in which 
our underlying focus had been geography. The three-week road 
trip took us through nine states across the central and western 
United States. We started in our home state of Texas and moved 
on to Oklahoma, Kansas, Colorado, Wyoming, Montana, Idaho, 
Utah, Arizona, and New Mexico.

We hiked caves and swam in springs in the Arbuckle Mountains, 
went 600 feet underground to tour a salt mine in Kansas, took 
the Cog Railway to the top of Pikes Peak and climbed through cliff 
dwellings in Colorado, avoided an avalanche and experienced 
breathtaking views from the Chief Joseph Scenic Highway in 
Wyoming, merged our vehicle alongside 2,000-pound bison, 
tried not to inhale near the odiferous hydrothermal springs 
and watched a few awesome geysers (including Old Faithful) 
in Yellowstone National Park, drove through hours of flatland 
to stay with friends in Idaho, stared in awe at the depth of 
man’s largest excavation, the Kennecott Copper Mine in Utah, 
stood 638 feet above the Colorado River at the Glen Canyon 
Dam, could hardly fathom the vastness of the Grand Canyon, 
experienced the beautiful hill country along highway 89A from 
Flagstaff to Sedona until it gave way to rocky spires and red 
rock, stayed in the historic Jerome Grand Hotel, positioned at 
a one-mile elevation over the Verde Valley in Arizona, and saw 
the mysterious and Miraculous Stairway in the Loretto Chapel in 
Santa Fe, New Mexico, before we finally turned our Suburban 
homeward.

Best field trip ever!

Your favorite project?

Our favorite project revolves around Valentine’s Day. The kids 
and I really prefer to create our own Valentine’s Day cards, so 
a few years ago we decided to blend art and math to turn our 
annual card-making into a lesson in budgeting.

Jeff and I gave each kid an envelope with $10 in it to spend 
on supplies for making cards for their friends. We provided the 
card stock, glue, and scissors, and they had to figure out how to 
budget for the remainder of their card-making supplies.
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Sometimes there were sales of 20 to 50 percent off for specific 
scrapbooking stickers and papers. Other times we were able to 
find additional coupons online to apply toward their purchases. 
The kids not only picked out their stickers, but also had to figure  
the different percentage discounts and keep a running total. 
Over the years they have developed a few sticker and paper 
sharing strategies to stretch their money and each year they 
learn the very important art of compromise.

It cracked me up to turn down an aisle and see one of my kids 
sprawled across the floor working out real-life math problems 
on notebook paper. If at the checkout they discovered they 
had exceeded their budget, they had to put something back or 
borrow money from a sibling who may or may not have had it.

After all the purchases were made, we came home and spent a 
whole weekend around the schoolroom table making cards for 
friends and family.

Tell me about a day that didn’t work at all.

Bad days seem to blend in much more than stick out. Don’t 
get me wrong, we do have bad days—horrific days, even. Days 
when the kids simply will not stop provoking each other (for 
whatever reason) and I have to send them all to their rooms. 
Days when one child is jealous about the quick work completion 
of another and melting with anger right into his or her seat over 
the stretch of work before them. Days when a concept is simply 
beyond reach and the frustration reduces a child to tears. Days 
when Momma “doesn’t understand at all” and can offer no help 
whatsoever (real or imagined) and the child in question simply 
has to work through an issue on his own.

When we have these types of days, I try to remember similar 
days in the past and how we survived them. Like when Kenny 
was 2 and managed to get into and consume a whole jar of 
prunes while I was helping Meredith with her letters. He had 
uncontrollable, uncontainable, explosive diarrhea for two days. 
It interrupted everything, including school. We stopped multiple 
times a day to clean the floor, the couch, the chair, bathe him, 
and put on a fresh diaper. It felt endless, so instead of getting 
angry, we made up a song about diarrhea and marched around 
the house singing it.
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It was a “terrible, horrible, no good, very bad day”, but we 
survived it and we have survived many more since.

Have you ever thought about quitting?

Absolutely! Some days are long. Heck, some weeks are long. 
Homeschooling happens in the home, right smack-dab in the 
middle of family life. I am not talking about dust bunnies, laundry, 
and dirty dishes (though they are there, too) but hard things 
like the deaths of beloved family members, injuries, depression, 
financial stressors, and anything and everything else that occurs 
within a family unit.

Balancing family life and school life is a challenge, but throw in 
a child who refuses to memorize her multiplication facts or one 
who thinks narrations and handwriting are akin to pulling his 
fingernails out one by one and you have a very bad day in the 
making.

After several of those days in a row, even the most committed 
homeschooling parent can be found reworking the budget late 
into the night to see if private school will fit in.

So, yes, I have considered quitting—multiple times.

Thankfully, in the past several years I have been blessed to build 
a very strong support network. Jeff, my parents, and friends 
from our local homeschool cooperative stand in the gap for me 
when I need it.

Are you planning to homeschool for a specific length of 
time?

Ha! I wasn’t planning on homeschooling for this length of time. 
That said, our kids have no desire to go back into the typical 
school scenario, and neither Jeff nor I want that for them either. 
Unless one of the kids approaches us with a different request to 
consider, we are in it for the long haul.

What do your kids like about homeschooling?

The kids like the freedom afforded them in homeschooling. I 
am speaking specifically about their daily schedule, because as 
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they have grown older, I have loosened my control over their 
schedules, encouraging them to step up and prove they can be 
responsible with their time and studies.

For instance, Emelie prefers to get up around 4:30 or 5 a.m., 
make a cup of tea, and begin her more difficult subjects while 
the house is still quiet and there are fewer distractions.

Meredith’s brain does not flip its switch for a while after waking. 
She rises in a zombie-like trance around 8 or 8:30 a.m., eats 
breakfast, does her morning chores, and starts her work around 
9.

Kenny rises somewhere in between the two girls and usually 
prefers to stick closer to Meredith’s schedule so they can play 
when they are both done for the day.

The kids also like switching things up here and there, like when 
we house-sat for an aunt who has a pool. Instead of getting up 
early to do school, we slept in, swam during the morning hours 
(9:00 a.m. to noonish) and retreated indoors for school during 
the blazing afternoon heat.

Are there things your kids don’t like about 
homeschooling?

Before we helped start our local homeschool cooperative, the kids’ 
only complaint was a desire to spend more time with their friends. 
Now that they see their friends at co-op and AWANA (church-
related activities), during field trips, and on the weekends, they 
don’t have any complaints about homeschooling.

What about you as a parent? What are your favorite 
parts and least favorite parts of homeschooling?

My very favorite part of homeschooling is the same as the kids’. 
I enjoy the freedom that homeschooling allows for our family 
schedule.

A very close second is being there for my kids’ “aha!” moments: 
the times when they discover something for the first time or 
understand something they have struggled to grasp. I liken it to 
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their first step, their first words, and their first episode of peeing 
on Daddy at diaper changes (fortunately, I was there to witness 
those as well).

How much time do you spend preparing lessons? Have 
you learned any tricks for planning better?

Thankfully, with Sonlight, most of the preparation is done for 
me, but since we also participate in academic co-op classes, 
I spend about an hour every Sunday evening integrating the 
required work for those classes into our weekly schedule.

I also teach a junior high-level writing course and a high school-
level history/literature course for our homeschool cooperative, 
which requires additional time to grade papers and prepare 
lessons.

On average, I spend six to eight hours a week preparing lessons 
and managing our weekly work schedules.

The most important thing I have learned is not to be a slave to 
the schedule. While I want to complete our work for the year, I 
do not want to stifle interest. If it looks like the kids are on fire 
about one subject or another, I will linger there and expand on 
the subject using local resources, the web, or any relevant field 
trip or activity.

Another trick is not to procrastinate. Getting it done Sunday 
night is so much faster and more relaxed than trying to throw it 
together Monday morning while the kids are restless and want 
to get started.

How has the homeschool schedule benefited or 
otherwise affected your family life?

Having the freedom to tailor our homeschool schedule is one of 
the reasons we can homeschool. We are a dual-income family, 
and I work full-time from home. I never get to work eight hours 
straight, but the flexibility in my schedule and the increased 
independence of my children with regard to their studies as they 
have grown older, makes that possible.
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The freedom to map our own homeschool day/month/year also 
allows us to stoke the fire beneath our children’s areas of interest 
more easily. For instance, our oldest has taken two years of a high 
school/college-level ASL (American Sign Language) course. The 
class is an hour and fifteen minutes from home and positioned 
right in the middle of the day. If she were enrolled in a public or 
private school, this opportunity would not be available for her 
until college.

Also, we get to schedule out the year in a way that works best 
for us and our travel plans. If we want to take a month off for 
Christmas break to spend with family and friends, we can. If 
we want to travel as a family throughout the whole month of 
May, we can. Bottom line, we schedule school around our family 
instead of scheduling our family around school.

What do you see as the biggest misconception people 
have when they think of homeschooling?

Speaking from experience, the biggest misconception seems to 
be about socialization. There are many who argue that children 
need to be in a classroom of peers of the same age in order to 
properly learn what is required to traverse the world at large.

I also hear from homeschooling families, and read from books, 
blogs, magazines, and curriculum sites that homeschooled 
children tend to be smarter. In my opinion, that is also a 
misconception. It hasn’t been my experience that homeschooled 
children are smarter, but it is my experience that many of their 
parents have a highly focused interest in their learning and do 
all they can to provide the time and resources to expand their 
education. Most kids will excel given the same opportunity, time 
and resources as homeschooled children.

Are you worried about socialization? Why or why not?

No, we are not worried about socialization. The kids get to 
participate in our weekly homeschool cooperative (38 families 
and growing), attend church on Sundays, visit with friends in 
their weekly AWANA program, serve in monthly community-
service projects throughout the year, attend camps, serve on 
out-of-town mission trips, and Emelie attends a separate dual-
credit ASL course (she’s in her third year) in a city about an hour 
away once a week.
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Not to mention their interactions with grocery checkers, retail 
clerks, bank attendants, hosts/hostesses/waiters/waitresses, 
the UPS man, medical-care practitioners, neighbors, friends and 
family, to name a few.

Socialization is what occurs in our everyday interactions—it is 
life. Our kids do not live in a bubble. They are out in the world 
loving, living, learning and sometimes hurting just like everyone 
else.

How do you know whether you’re successful in your 
homeschooling?

I guess that depends on how one would define success.

Jeff and I agree that if we can lead our children into an 
understanding of who they were created to be as well as how to 
learn, they will be a be a great asset for God’s Kingdom as well 
as any future employers.

Unfortunately, grades are considered the most important gauge 
of a child’s learning, but grades are only one measure of success. 
Character, service, discipline, and godly love (as displayed in 
actions toward those in and outside of our home) are much 
greater measures in our homeschool.

How often does the homeschool day go as planned?

Since the primary plan is to complete the work, it goes quite 
well the majority of the time. However, when we first started 
homeschooling, it was all about keeping the schedule. That 
ended in tears (mine and theirs) more often than not.

Why do you keep homeschooling? Is it different from 
why you started?

We continue to homeschool because it becomes more and more 
obvious how this one choice has nurtured our kids and family as 
a whole.

What we initiated as a means to protect our oldest daughter 
became a blessing for her and her siblings; they are growing in 
confidence, pursuing their personal passions, and enjoying the 
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process of learning. We can’t imagine a better setup than that.

What are your concerns about homeschooling now? Are 
they different from when you started?

My biggest concern about homeschooling now has less to do 
with the actual act of homeschooling than with how the outside 
legal and political pressures could affect my children’s choice to 
freely homeschool their children in the future.

As a result, we are members of the Texas Homeschool Coalition, 
a nonprofit educational organization that “serves and protects 
Texas homeschool families by lobbying and intervening in 
problems with government officials and others related to parental 
rights and the right to teach children at home.” It also provides 
legal assistance when necessary.

On a national scale, we also are members of the Homeschool 
Legal Defense Association, a nonprofit advocacy organization 
that defends the “constitutional right of parents to direct the 
education of their children and to protect family freedoms.”

If you could tell someone thinking about starting 
homeschooling or burned out on homeschooling one 
thing, what would it be?

For those who are thinking about starting homeschooling, I 
would highly recommend taking the plunge. The truth is, you 
will never have all your questions answered. You will never feel 
fully capable. You will have fears. Not everyone will support your 
decision. And you will question your sanity 100 times over.

And yet it is a gift to you, your child, and your family.

For those who are burned out, I would like to share a mode 
of thought I came across in some of my early readings about 
homeschooling. This concept resonated as truth for both Jeff 
and me. Here it is: Your children will follow someone. Do you 
want it to be other children? Peers? A teacher? Or do you want 
it to be you, the parent?
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Heather L. Sanders is “Momma” to three kids, Emelie, 
Meredith, and Kenny. When not homeschooling or 
writing about homeschooling, Heather is busy designing 
websites, or going on dates with her husband, Jeff, the 
love of her life. 
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Wendy Hilton – Wendy-
Homeschoolblessings and Hip 

Homeschool Moms

“Some days I ask myself why I’m doing this for children who 
have no idea how hard I’m working for their good. They have 

no idea how much I’ve given up so I can be at home with 
them. … And they have no idea how much I cherish every 
single minute I have them at home with me!” – Wendy

Tell me a bit about your family.

My husband, Scott, and I were high school sweethearts and 
have been married for 21 years. We live in the Deep South, 
where we both grew up. 

We have three children. Hannah is 17 and has autism. She is 
totally nonverbal and has very poor motor skills. Noah is 15 and 
has ADHD and sensory issues. Mary Grace is 9 and also has 
ADHD along with sensory issues. 

Scott loves sports. His favorite is football. He also enjoys reading 
and playing games with the kids. I love reading, playing games 
with the kids, playing the piano, and scrapbooking, although 
I don’t have much time for hobbies right now. I also love 
homeschooling my children and spending time with them “doing 
school.” 
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How and why did you decide to start homeschooling?

I was sort of an “accidental homeschooler.” I didn’t actually start 
out intending to homeschool. When Hannah was two years old 
and was diagnosed with autism, I started checking everywhere 
for doctors or therapists or educators who could point me in the 
right direction. I wanted to do everything I could while she was 
very young to give her the best possible chance to learn and do 
the best she was capable of doing academically and in life. 

I found a wonderful lady, also the mother of an autistic child, 
who was trained in a certain kind of therapy for autistic children. 
This lady, Michelle, came to my house once every three to four 
months to teach me how to teach Hannah. She also helped 
train a few volunteers, since Hannah would need to work 35 to 
40 hours a week. It was quite a challenge being in charge of 
Hannah’s “school” program and volunteers while caring for her 
infant brother and attempting to cook, clean the house, and 
spend time with Scott. I know that God gave me the strength 
and courage to do what I needed to do.

After several years of doing Hannah’s school program at home, 
I thought Hannah was ready to try going to school part time 
at a local school that had a program for autistic children. The 
first couple of years, Hannah went for about three hours each 
morning. Her teacher was wonderful, Hannah loved school, and 
she was able to use what I had taught her at home in the school 
setting, which was wonderful to see. 

The next year, Hannah’s teacher moved away. The new teachers 
didn’t have confidence in Hannah’s ability to learn and demonstrate 
her knowledge. Their expectations were very low, and Hannah 
“lived down” to them. She came home frustrated, unhappy, and 
bored because she wasn’t being challenged (or even allowed to 
use the knowledge she already had). She was beginning to have 
some behavioral issues, too, which she’d never had before. 

After praying for months about what I needed to do, I felt as 
if God was telling me to bring her back home to homeschool. 
I finally gathered the nerve to call the principal to tell her that 
Hannah would be homeschooling instead of continuing to attend 
school there. The moment I hung up the phone, I knew I had 
done the right thing. I immediately felt as if a huge boulder had 
been lifted off me! 
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That’s how our homeschooling journey began. From then on, 
I’ve taught all three of my children at home.                                             

If you had to describe each of your kids as an animal, 
which would it be and why?

I don’t know if I could choose an animal for each of them, but 
I can definitely describe their personalities! Hannah is very 
determined. She’s also very smart. Because she, like many 
autistic people, doesn’t like eye contact and often doesn’t look at 
the person speaking to her, some people mistakenly think she’s 
not very smart. She is very smart (she taught herself to read!), 
very persistent, and rather stubborn. Because she’s nonverbal, 
communication is a real challenge for her. Because her motor 
skills are very poor, she has to have lots of help with bathing, 
dressing, food preparation, etc. Her dependence on us for help 
with daily tasks, her inability to talk, and her small stature make 
her seem much younger than her 17 years. She’s a great person, 
and people really love her!

My son Noah, age 15, is like Hannah in some ways and totally 
different in others. He is very tall and looks to be much older 
than Hannah even though he’s 19 months younger than her. He 
has ADHD and some sensory issues. He’s learning to deal with 
those issues, but it hasn’t been easy. Like most boys, he prefers 
reading or doing Legos, Sudoku, crossword puzzles, playing 
tennis, or playing video games over doing school. He is very 
smart, though, and makes great grades as long as he can stay 
focused. 

Mary Grace is the baby of the family at age 9. She loves to read 
and dance. (She began taking ballet at age 2.) She has a mild 
case of ADHD and some mild sensory issues, too. She is an 
excellent student and enjoys her schoolwork most of the time. 
She is very responsible and mature for her age, probably due 
in part to having an autistic sister. Mary Grace is very close to 
Hannah and enjoys helping to take care of her. 

What were your concerns starting out?

Since I had started out homeschooling my autistic child and had 
had lots of training, I wasn’t concerned that she wasn’t getting 
what was best for her. It was such an intense and time-consuming 
program that when it was time to begin homeschooling my 
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other two children, I was extremely glad to be doing “regular” 
homeschool work! It’s not that it has been exactly easy to 
homeschool my other two children, but it does seem much less 
difficult than what I’d been doing with Hannah all those years. 

When you started, what did you know about 
homeschooling?

When I first began homeschooling Hannah, most of my friends 
and family members thought it was a great idea. They knew 
that I was having someone come and train me and that I was 
continuing to get help, training, and support from that person. 
They could also see the changes (for the better!) in Hannah. 
My mom did worry that I was working too hard, but there really 
wasn’t any other way to do it. To do the program well meant 
doing it for at least 30 hours a week, 40 if possible.

When I began homeschooling my son, though, I got a completely 
different reaction. Noah had a February birthday, so I waited 
until he was 5 ½ to begin homeschooling him. I remember the 
reactions when I first said I was going to homeschool him! Even 
after several years of successfully homeschooling Hannah, many 
relatives were very opposed to my teaching Noah at home, too. 
I was very disappointed and a little hurt by their reactions. I had 
hoped that they would support me.

Because I was totally convinced that homeschooling was best 
for all my children, I hung in there anyway and just tried not to 
let their opinions bother me. I knew that eventually they would 
see that I was on the right track.

When I actually began homeschooling Noah, I learned he had 
ADHD. I already knew he had sensory issues, but I didn’t know 
how much difficulty he had with paying attention to details and 
forcing himself to concentrate. It was not easy at all the first few 
years. I was used to teaching his autistic sister, but I had never 
taught a child with ADHD before. It was quite different from 
teaching Hannah.

During those first few difficult years with Noah, I really felt as 
if I needed to hide the problems I was having with him so that 
friends and relatives wouldn’t try to persuade me to put him in 
public school somewhere. Now, all these years later, I can see 
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that I definitely did what was best for him. I wish I had been 
more willing to stand firm about my opinion and what I thought 
was best instead of worrying about what other people’s reactions 
would be. If I had it all to do again, I wouldn’t worry so much 
about other people’s opinions.

How long have you been homeschooling?

I have been homeschooling for 15 years.

Do you follow a specific curriculum or method?
I do not have one specific curriculum that I use for all subjects. I 
do have a specific company that I like to use for specific subjects, 
though. I have changed curriculum, especially in my early years 
of homeschooling. It took me several years to find something 
I really liked for each subject. It took me even longer to find a 
company I really liked for math. I changed math curriculum as 
recently as last year. If, as my children get older, I realize that 
a certain curriculum isn’t working well anymore, I’m not afraid 
to change. I do plan to keep using the same curriculum with my 
two older kids, who will be entering 10th grade this year. I want 
them to have the same curriculum for each subject for ninth 
through 12th grades. I’ll list some of my favorite curriculums 
below.

Reading: Hannah taught herself to read, so I never used a reading 
program with her. Noah used Alpha Phonics. He wanted a plain 
and simple reading program so he could get the “learning to 
read” part out of the way and would be able to read on his own. 
Alpha Phonics gave him that, and he did very well with it. And 
it’s very inexpensive! Mary Grace used Teach Your Child to Read 
in 100 Easy Lessons. It included little cartoons and specially 
“coded” letters during the “learning to read” process. She might 
have liked a program that was a little more colorful and pretty, 
but she did wonderfully well with what we used, so I didn’t see 
a need to invest in an expensive reading program.

Math: Math has been my hardest subject as far as choosing and 
sticking with a curriculum. I used Singapore for the early years 
and liked it a lot. I tried Saxon, and none of my children liked it. 
Then I tried Math Mammoth. My younger daughter did very well 
with that one. Finally, I had them do Switched on Schoolhouse, 
and they liked the math, but I felt like they needed more help 
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from me instead of having most of the teaching done by the 
computer. Finally, I switched to Math U See. All of these have 
been good programs, but SOS, Math Mammoth and Math U See 
have been the best for us.

History: I absolutely love Veritas Press for history! I have used 
them from the beginning, and I will continue using them until my 
children all graduate. At the younger levels (through about sixth 
grade), I do the parent-taught program. My son began doing 
the live online omnibus class when he reached seventh grade, 
and my daughter will do that as well once she reaches seventh 
grade. The live online class is very expensive, but I honestly 
believe it’s worth it. I even have a part-time, work-from-home 
job that I took so I would be able to pay for the class. That’s how 
much I love Veritas Press!

Bible: I use Veritas Press for Bible, too. Just like with history, I 
do parent-taught through sixth grade. In seventh grade, once 
omnibus begins, Bible is incorporated into the omnibus class, 
so I won’t do a separate Bible class anymore. The children and 
I do read the Bible and pray each morning, and I think that’s 
very important, but we don’t treat it like a class. That’s just our 
personal Bible-reading and prayer time.

Science: I used Apologia science through seventh grade. I love 
its elementary science series by Jeannie Fulbright. I did not 
continue with it through junior high and high school, though. 
Its high school-level science books by Jay Wile are just more in-
depth and intensive than what I think my children need. They 
aren’t extremely interested in science, so they use Switched on 
Schoolhouse for this subject. That way, they are getting a good 
background in science, but it’s not terribly technical and difficult.

Grammar: I use Shirley for this subject. We don’t do English 
until about fourth or fifth grade. Then we do it only every other 
year. My children are very good at English, so I have found that 
it is not necessary to do it every year. Shirley doesn’t have a 
high school program (unless it has added one recently), so I 
don’t really do English grammar in high school. I concentrate on 
writing skills, study skills, writing reports and research papers 
(using my own resources), and other skills I might not have had 
a chance to teach until then.
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Spanish: I love Homeschool Spanish Academy for Spanish! It’s 
relatively new, but you should check it out! It does live online 
Spanish classes. My kids love them and are learning a lot. We 
have also used Rosetta Stone for Spanish. We liked it, but I’ve 
found that my kids do better with a “live” teacher because they 
need more accountability. 

For other miscellaneous subjects such as state history and 
government, they use Switched on Schoolhouse.

What does your typical school day look like?

I used to (try to) keep a tight schedule when my children were 
very young. I had to just so I could make sure everything got 
done. Now that my children are older, I use more of a routine 
than a schedule. Below is our routine.

•	 Everyone gets up around 7:30 or 7:45 a.m.

•	 We do our Bible-reading and prayer time together. 

•	 We read what we call our “family story” together. Basically, 
that’s just me reading a book out loud to all the children. Even 
though my kids are “older,” this is still our favorite part of the 
day!

•	 I make sure Hannah’s helper knows what schoolwork she 
needs to do that day while Noah and Mary Grace get their 
things ready for their school day.

•	 I do the subjects with Mary Grace that she needs my help on, 
such as math, while Noah begins his work independently. I 
usually work with Mary Grace for an hour or two, depending 
on how much help she needs that day.

•	 After I work with Mary Grace, I check to see if Hannah or 
Noah needs help from me.

•	 After I’ve helped Hannah and Noah, I try to feed everyone 
lunch. Often the kids aren’t ready to eat yet, so I eat while 
they continue working.

•	 The kids like to eat once they finish their work. They’re usually 
done by 1 or 2 p.m. Occasionally it may take a bit longer 
depending on what they’re working on and how much help 
they need from me. If they need more from me, this is when 
I do it.

•	 Once everyone’s schoolwork is done for the day, I try to check 
it all. (Some of the work they do on the computer is checked 
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automatically, so that cuts down on how much I have to check.)

•	 After the kids eat, I try to have them help a little in the yard 
or in the house. Once that’s done, they can have free time.

•	 During most of the “traditional” school year, we have ballet, 
tennis, or piano lessons around 3 or 4 o’clock each afternoon. 

•	 When we’re home from lessons, I have either Noah or Mary 
Grace help cook dinner each evening. Noah can pretty much 
cook by himself with a little direction. I still like to help Mary 
Grace some, since she’s so young.

•	 By the time we’ve finished cooking, Scott is usually home 
from work, so we eat dinner.

•	 After dinner we clean the kitchen, take baths, straighten up 
the house, and then it’s time to take it easy for an hour or 
two until bedtime. We sometimes play a game with the kids 
or occasionally watch a TV show or movie together. 

•	 We try to get in bed at a decent time so we can start over the 
next day!

 

Tell me about a really exciting or successful day.

The fun day for us each week is when my twin sister and her kids 
come over to play and visit. On that day, we try to do an hour 
or two of school early, since they come over around 10 or 10:30 
a.m. For the rest of the day, the kids are allowed to play board 
games, play outside, do crafts (that they can do themselves and 
clean up by themselves, too), and other fun things. Then my 
sister and I take turns taking her 10-year-old daughter and my 
9-year-old daughter to ballet while the other stays home with 
the rest of the kids. It’s a nice break each week, and my sister 
and I really enjoy being able to visit. She has a 4-year-old and 
a 2-year-old, so we don’t really get a lot of time to visit without 
having kids around, but that’s OK. We enjoy visiting even if 
we’re feeding and taking care of the little ones at the same time. 
It’s a day we look forward to each week.

What was your best field trip?
One year we took the kids in our homeschool support group to 
the local television station. They got to meet and talk to the 
weatherman, which they loved! He was really nice to the kids 
and explained how he finds out about the weather and does the 
forecast. He even let the kids stand in front of the “blue screen” 
and see how it looked like they were standing in front of the 
weather map on viewers’ televisions. They loved it!
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Your favorite project?

We don’t really do a lot of school-related projects. My children 
do enjoy projects, and my 9-year-old especially loves arts and 
crafts. I’ve found, though, that they like to have more control 
over their projects and crafts and drawings. They really would 
rather do those kinds of things during their own free time so 
they can have full control over what they make or do. 

I used to feel guilty because we didn’t do lots of fun little projects 
and make lots of cute things to go along with what we were 
studying. I realized, though, that I don’t have to do those things 
as a part of our school day if the kids don’t enjoy it, and it’s OK 
for my family. If my kids like to do those things “just for fun,” 
that’s fine with me! They do sometimes like for me to join in and 
do or make things with them, so I do that as often as possible. 

Tell me about a day that didn’t work at all.

After 15 years of homeschooling, we’ve had many days that 
didn’t work at all! I used to get really upset when things just 
went all wrong or we didn’t get anything done, but I’ve learned 
not to worry about that kind of thing so much. 

The hardest days we have are the ones when our schedule 
just goes haywire. Maybe one of the kids gets sick or a friend 
or neighbor needs us to baby-sit. Or maybe I forgot about an 
appointment or something like that. 

I’ve learned a lot over the years, and now I try to remind myself 
(and the kids) that people are more important than anything else. 
If someone needs our help or our time, that’s more important 
than whatever schoolwork we didn’t get done that day. It’s been 
a hard lesson for me!

Are there specific challenges you face with 
homeschooling?

One of the most difficult things I’ve had to deal with is 
homeschooling special-needs kids. As I mentioned earlier, I 
started out just homeschooling Hannah. Her program was so 
different from what a preschooler would typically be doing that 
I was completely starting over when I began homeschooling my 
son a few years later. 
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Another difficulty I had was that when I began homeschooling 
my son, several of my family members were really against it. 
They understood when I took Hannah out of school to teach her 
because of the problems she’d been having at school (being 
ignored as long as she was behaving, picking up some very 
negative behaviors from the other special-needs children in her 
class, being left to get bored and not being taught anything, 
not being allowed to use her communication device at school, 
being yelled at by one of her teachers on a regular basis, which I 
discovered was happening when I witnessed it myself one day). 
But when I decided to homeschool Noah instead of sending him 
to school, they were not nearly as supportive.

Looking back, I’m so glad I stuck with my decision to homeschool 
him! I had no idea that he had ADHD at that time. I had no 
idea how difficult it was going to be to get his best work out of 
him. It has certainly not been easy homeschooling him, but it 
has definitely been the best thing for him. If he had been put 
in school somewhere, he’d have been the kid who finished his 
work in five minutes and spent the rest of the time getting into 
trouble. It would have been wonderful to have the support of 
friends and family, but I’m glad I stuck with my decision even 
without that support. 

I have to say that even though my relatives weren’t exactly 
“supportive” about homeschooling Noah, they weren’t terribly 
opposed to it either. Well, at least they didn’t give me a terribly 
hard time about it. I just tried not to discuss it with them, because 
I knew we disagreed about it. Years later, they admitted that 
they could see that it’s turned out for the best. 

By the time my Mary Grace was born, my relatives had seen 
how well Hannah and Noah were doing at home, and they had 
really come to support my decision to homeschool. It was nice 
to have their support in homeschooling her! 

Have you ever thought about quitting?

Yes!! I have thought about quitting many times! I’m sure I’ll 
think about quitting many more times! Some days I’d rather put 
my kiddos on the next big yellow bus that drives by. Some days 
I ask myself why I’m doing this for children who have no idea 
how hard I’m working for their good. They have no idea how 
much I’ve given up so I can be at home with them. … And they 
have no idea how much I cherish every single minute I have 
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them at home with me! 

I love that I really know my kids! I love that I know they’re 
learning what they need to learn. I love that we have time to 
play games, read books, and take walks together. So, yes, I have 
fantasized about sending them to school, but I feel completely 
and absolutely blessed to have my children at home with me! 

Are you planning to homeschool for a specific length of 
time?

Yes. I am planning to homeschool my children until they all 
graduate. I believe that God’s will is for me to keep my children 
at home and teach them through graduation, so that’s what I’m 
going to do. 

What do your kids like about homeschooling?

Probably the thing they like the best is being able to sleep late! I 
try to make sure they get up by 7:30 on school days, but that’s 
still a good bit later than their non-homeschooling friends can 
sleep. And there are times I let them sleep later if we’ve had a 
really busy week or a late night the day before. 

They also like being able to finish their work early and not having 
to keep working until 3. Some days their work takes longer than 
on others, but they hardly ever have to work later than 1 or 2. 
And they are often finished before that.

They really like being able to take a day off here and there. We 
normally “do school” four days a week. When my sister and her 
kids come visit one day a week, we either do minimal work or 
sometimes none at all. We can also vacation any time of the 
year, which is wonderful. We like to go at “off” times so places 
aren’t as crowded. 

My younger daughter in particular loves spending time doing 
her work with me and being around to help me cook, clean, and 
whatever else I’m doing. The older two might not be willing to 
admit it, but I think they like being home with me, too—most 
days! 
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Are there things your kids don’t like about 
homeschooling?

Noah and Mary Grace have always been homeschooled, so they 
sometimes think I work them too hard. Because I know what 
they’ve learned and what they don’t know and because I make 
them keep on until they learn each skill or bit of information, 
they sometimes wish they went to a school where the teacher 
has to move on to the next skill or information no matter what. 

They sometimes think they would have to do less work around 
the house and in the yard if they didn’t homeschool. (And they’re 
probably right, but don’t tell them that!) 

What about you as a parent? What are your favorite 
parts and least favorite parts of homeschooling?

One of my favorite things is that I feel like I really know my kids! 
I know what they like and what they don’t like. I know who their 
friends are. I know what their shortcomings are. I know what 
their strengths are. I know what they know academically and 
what they need to learn. I know what upsets them and what 
makes them happy. I know who they really are deep down.

One of the hard things about it is that I have very little downtime. 
Somebody always needs me. It’s often hard to find folks to watch 
the kids for me if I have an appointment or if I have to go out 
of town for a few days. Those kinds of things are difficult for 
all moms, but having my kids home all day every day makes it 
even harder. 

One other thing is that, of course, I feel very responsible for 
how my children “turn out.” Again, all parents feel this, but 
since I’m responsible for all aspects of my children’s growth and 
development, I think I probably feel that a bit more than non-
homeschooling parents. The truth, though, is that I believe I’m 
doing God’s will for my kids, so He will direct me if I follow Him, 
and my kids will have the best chance they could possibly have.

How much time do you spend preparing lessons? Have 
you learned any tricks for planning better?

When my children were younger, I spent many hours each week 
preparing lessons. The older they get, the less time I have 
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to spend preparing lessons. At this point, I spend more time 
checking their work and giving help and suggestions than I do 
on planning. 

One thing that cuts down greatly on the amount of preparation 
time each week is that I make out all of my lesson plans during 
the summer before the new school year starts.  I take each 
subject and make a separate set of lesson plans for Day #1, Day 
#2, Day #3, and so on for that particular subject.  Making out 
separate plans for each subject really helps!  If we aren’t able 
to get to our science lesson one day, we simply don’t mark off 
that day on my science lesson plans.  In other words, we may 
be on Day #20 in science and Day #22 in history.  Doing my 
lesson plans this way helps me to be prepared for each day, but 
it keeps me from having to re-write my plans when our day is 
interrupted and we don’t get to every subject.

How has the homeschool schedule benefited or 
otherwise affected your family life?

It has really helped my family life. We have time together on a 
regular basis. We actually have time to sit and read together or 
play games together. My kids don’t have to spend their evenings 
doing homework. We get together with other homeschooling 
families. My husband and I are friends with the other kids’ 
parents, and our children are friends with their children. We 
function more as a family than as a house full of individuals with 
their own lives. 

  

What do you see as the biggest misconception people 
have when they think of homeschooling?

I can imagine that many of us in this book find that one of the 
biggest misconceptions is that our children aren’t well socialized. 

Another is that some people think our children aren’t learning 
as much because we, the parents, are teaching them instead of 
having “trained teachers” teach them. Many of us are trained 
teachers, and we can tell you that that really isn’t a big advantage. 
In fact, it sometimes causes more obstacles for us because we 
try to be too “schoolish” with our homeschooling—at least until 
we learn better! Research shows that it’s simply not true that 
children taught by trained teachers learn more than those who 
are homeschooled. 
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Are you worried about socialization? Why or why not? 

No! Homeschooled children tend to be very, very well socialized! 
And the best thing is that our homeschooled children can carry 
on an intelligent conversation and relate to people of any age. 
Recently at a family get-together, one of the children (a child 
who goes to public school) was constantly complaining that there 
weren’t any kids there for him to play with. There must have 
been 15 kids at the event! I asked him why he wasn’t playing 
with the other kids. His reply was “None of them are my age!” 

It’s quite common to get together with a group of homeschool 
families and see a teen having a conversation with one of the 
moms, dads, or even grandparents at the event. And it’s also 
common to see the middle school-age children and teens looking 
after the babies and younger children. And, of course, you’ll 
always see children of several different ages playing games 
together and just having a good time. 

Socialization is definitely not the issue some folks think it is. 
In fact, when someone asks me the socialization question, I 
immediately know that the person knows very little about what 
homeschooling really is. 

How do you know whether you’re successful in your 
homeschooling?

I think my homeschool is successful simply because I’m following 
God’s will for my family. I can never go wrong if I’m following His 
plan for my family! If they learn to love God, serve others, and 
follow God’s will, my homeschool has been successful. And it’s 
even better if my children do well academically. 

How often does the homeschool day go as planned?

Very rarely! Because people are unpredictable, it’s common for 
our day to take a turn that I wasn’t expecting. Often, I end 
up spending more time than I’d expected helping one child or 
another with his or her work. Sometimes I forget an appointment 
and have to change my day’s plans. (That happens more often 
than I care to admit.) Occasionally a friend or relative needs me 
to baby-sit or help in some other way. And, of course, there’s 
the occasional wonderfully beautiful day, so we scrap school and 
spend the day outside enjoying the weather! That’s how life is. 
I think it’s best for our children to learn how to deal with those 
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days because it will be a skill they will need for the rest of their 
lives.

Why do you keep homeschooling? Is it different from 
why you started?

No, my reasons for homeschooling have not changed. I may 
have added some new reasons that I wouldn’t have known 
about until I had homeschooled for several years, but I’m still 
homeschooling because God called me to do so. And I believe 
He called me to homeschool because that’s what’s best for my 
kids. 

What are your concerns about homeschooling now? Are 
they different from when you started?

To tell the truth, I didn’t know enough when I first started 
homeschooling to have any specific concerns! I was so busy 
dealing with my daughter’s autism while taking care of a baby 
who was just 18 months younger than her that I didn’t have 
time to worry. I had time to do only what had to be done each 
day and get up and do it again the next day. 

Now that I’ve homeschooled for 15 years, I can see some things 
I would have done differently, but I still believe I’m doing what 
my kids need.

If you could tell someone thinking about starting 
homeschooling or burned out on homeschooling one 
thing, what would it be?

To folks who are considering homeschooling, I always say they 
should begin by teaching first-time obedience! If your children 
won’t obey you, it’s going to be awfully hard to teach them 
anything! I would even go so far as to suggest putting school 
on hold while teaching the children to obey without whining and 
begging and arguing. That will make the rest of the homeschool 
years much happier and easier!

To someone who’s burned out, I suggest praying about it. I 
suggest asking your husband to help if possible (or another friend 
or relative). I might suggest allowing the children to be more 
responsible for their own work instead of micromanaging them 
in every subject. It’s kind of a frightening thing to some people 
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to give our children more responsibility for their own learning, 
but it’s a step they need to take. One other thing I sometimes 
suggest is to take a break from whatever type of work they are 
currently doing and do a fun unit study for a while. There are so 
many options for lightening the school day a little and making it 
more enjoyable!

Wendy lives in the South with her wonderful hubby and 
three great kiddos. She is a Christian, homeschooling, 
work-from-home mom. She and Scott were high 
school sweethearts and have been married for more 
than 20 years. Her oldest child (age 17) has autism, 
and Wendy began homeschooling her at age 2. Her 
son (age 15) is a typical teenage boy and would 
rather do anything than school! Her youngest child 
(age 9) is a little social butterfly and people-lover. 
Wendy loves reading and quilting and hopes to return 
to scrapbooking soon. You can visit her personal blog 
at Homeschooling Blessings and at her homeschool site, 
Hip Homeschool Moms, where she is co-owner and social 
media director. 
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Teri Helms – TommyMom

“No one can educate another individual. One can merely 
inspire someone to want to internalize and process what 

must eventually become their own. ... We believe we are not 
teaching material but rather instructing the person.” – Teri

Tell me a bit about your family.

We are a family of seven, with our kids all being boys! We have 
even had predominantly male pets over the years. We live in 
Southern California, and our kids have had the privilege of 
growing up in the same area for their entire lives. My husband 
is self-employed, and I also ran an extremely successful home 
business for 17 years. This model has done wonders to reinforce 
many people skills as well as out-of-the-box thinking where our 
children have been concerned. Our family has been through 
several crises that have served to create an even greater bond 
within our home as well as aiding in our desire to forge an 
extremely strong family identity within our boys. We attempt 
to do things that involve our entire family rather than have 
everyone going in different directions. This has even included 
our ministries.

How and why did you decide to start homeschooling?

We always knew we were going to home-educate our children. 
Homeschooling was relatively uncommon 25 years ago. We were 
very fortunate in that we had friends who had home-educated. 
We saw the “end result” in their children and were very inspired 
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to live that kind of life.

What were your concerns starting out? 

Starting out, I did have concerns, because like so many people, 
I attempted to bring a public—i.e., “conveyor-belt”—method 
of education home and duplicate it. In my opinion, this simply 
doesn’t work. Home-educating is a way of life and affords so 
much more because you have the lowest possible ratio of mentors 
to students, the luxury of exploring a topic for as long as you 
like, and nurturing one-on-one relationships with those you are 
encouraging—inspiring them to learn for themselves. 

When you started, what did you know about 
homeschooling?

Because we knew we were going to home-educate, we read a 
lot about different methodologies, attended our area convention 
for home educators, and spoke with other families who were 
doing it. I also taught art at the local co-op to home-educated 
children weekly. That ended up being so successful that I even 
had both private- and public-school-educated children join in! I 
was very fortunate that I had the ability to create opportunities 
through serving others that built my own confidence.

How long have you been homeschooling? 

Believing in the paradigm that life is education, we have been at 
it since our first son was born nearly 24 years ago.

Do you follow a specific curriculum or method? 
One of our specific goals in choosing to educate our children at 
home was to raise children who knew how to think rather than just 
what to think. I believe that regardless of which methodology is 
used to educate, families grow and change. Each year is another 
opportunity to be molded, shaped and transformed for further 
greatness! Looking at the process in this way has freed us from 
a lot of unnecessary angst and comparison with others that 
inevitably comes from well-meaning people and those closest to 
you. We love the Thomas Jefferson Education model because it 
promotes freedom as the gift that it is for all people, celebrates 
each individual as a unique and possibility-laden creation, and 
inspires a lifelong love of learning. These were things we were 
hoping to cultivate within our children as priorities. It is a natural 
way to learn and puts the responsibility where it belongs: on the 
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student. 

No one can educate another individual. One can merely inspire 
someone to want to internalize and process what must eventually 
become his own. As I mentioned before, family culture is 
extremely important. We believe we are not teaching material but 
rather instructing the person. When you look at how segmented 
the process of education has become, it has produced less and 
less opportunity to mold the person. Information becomes less 
and less relevant when it is isolated rather than studied as a 
cohesive whole.

What does your typical school day look like? 

After all this time, I often wonder if there is such a thing as a 
typical day! Perhaps my experiences will be entirely different from 
others shared within this book. I am honestly and completely 
OK with that. Within our family culture, we have structures and 
norms rather than what some would see as a specific schedule. 
We also view education differently from most. And by the way, 
that’s OK as well. 

For us, education isn’t about getting a job. Education prepares 
you for your vocation or purpose. It enhances and encourages 
your calling or what you are meant to do in this world. The book 
A Thomas Jefferson Education outlines phases and keys that 
give credence and structure to a methodology. Our children, 
depending on where they are in this journey, have responsibilities, 
tasks and learning opportunities. Copious amounts of reading, 
discussion, and comparison are constantly going on. We do this 
with the classics. Our desire is to help our children structure 
study time and direct them to interests without micromanaging 
them or their time. Sounds lofty? Well, some days it is! But 
leadership education is real, not contrived, and the focus is on 
people rather than content. This makes for some really messy 
days and experiences as well as tremendous joys and excellent 
accomplishments.

Tell me about a really exciting or successful day. 

Because we have been at this for so long, we have had the 
tremendous privilege of being validated many times over. Our 
oldest children at the time of this writing are 23 and 21. Our 
oldest son works for a company that is a leader in the technology 
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world. He is the customer-service face for this international 
leader. His abilities to communicate clearly and concisely and to 
troubleshoot and think quickly and responsibly outside the box 
have afforded him a stellar position.

Our 21-year-old has a passion for Shakespeare. He has read his 
complete works, including the sonnets. This year he took it upon 
himself to audition for a part in a nationally known Shakespeare 
Festival within an hour of our home. He ended up being cast 
as a lead in Two Gentlemen of Verona for the season, with a 
follow-up invitation to be in Richard III in Los Angeles at an 
independent theater there.

As he has so beautifully and humbly exhibited, passion coupled 
with knowledge will often trump experience that is based in what 
society has come to require through comparison and competition 
in order to produce “sameness.”

What was your best field trip? 
Because life is our classroom, we have had many field trips 
that have been phenomenal experiences. Oh my goodness! I 
honestly think we could write a book about some of those alone. 
However, for the sake of inspiring rather than listing expectations 
and requirements, I will cite a rather impromptu field trip that 
turned out to be amazing. 

The plan was to take our new van and go bird-watching on a 
reserve not too far from our home. It is a really nice sanctuary 
for multiple species, and I liked that we could all attend together. 
Our boys have quite an age span, and many field trips have 
age limitations. Anyway, this was in a rather rural area and 
one of “those families” was in attendance. Many of you know 
what I mean. Shrouded in a lot of “mystery,” they weren’t really 
mainstream folk and were … well, just different. In fact, they 
had come under some pretty heavy criticism from others.

There were many families out bird-watching that day, and nature 
didn’t disappoint us. The state had assigned a park ranger to 
oversee this area and was present that day. On a whim, he 
invited us to go deeper into the preserve to observe some less 
prolific birds in an area definitely considered off-road.
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His one stipulation? That we could bring only one vehicle into 
the area! Gulp. You guessed it—we had to use my beautiful new 
van, which just barely had enough room to hold everyone, or no 
go. (Remember, we were way off-road.)

Muddy feet, jeans, and oodles of people later, off we went, bird 
guides and several pairs of binoculars in tow! We had the time 
of our lives! “That family” knew their birds perfectly, and we 
saw mud pots that were bubbling up out of the ground right in 
front of us! It was amazing! There was only one girl in the bunch 
(besides us two mothers), and the boys were over-the-moon 
with watching that hot, gooey mud gurgle and form bubbles 
that popped. Our family learned an awful lot that day. Vehicles 
can be cleaned, for one thing, and carpets shampoo beautifully. 
More important, if you listen to rumors and form opinions about 
others too hastily, you may just miss unforgettable once-in-a-
lifetime opportunities.

Your favorite project? 

Teaching art using the methodology of Mona Brooks in her book 
Drawing With Children is one of the greatest projects I have 
ever had the privilege of taking part in. The creativity and self-
expression that evidenced themselves through the individual 
creations of children were simply unparalleled. Once again, I 
learned that giving people structures and forms and allowing 
them to be inspired within them will produce a reflection of 
genius every time!

Tell me about a day that didn’t work at all. 

I’ve had many, many days that didn’t work at all. One of the 
funniest was on our way to a Shakespeare production in the 
Los Angeles area. Our schedule was extremely tight, we had 
risen hideously early to get there promptly, and our No. 4 son 
woke up with diarrhea. We stopped by a drugstore and acquired 
children’s Imodium, had him down it and proceeded to sail down 
multiple freeways.

Two boys were sleeping in the middle seat of our Excursion. 
The other three were in the back. Son No. 2 had taken off his 
shoes and stretched his feet across the laps of Nos. 4 and 5. 
In what seemed to be the middle of nowhere, No. 4 began to 
throw up. I realized then and there that someone could become 
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very rich in America inventing an alarm clock for teens that 
makes a vomiting noise! Sons No. 1 and No. 3 bolted upright 
so quickly that I was in awe. My husband, trying to be helpful 
while looking for an exit, rolled down a window that wouldn’t 
go back up. Too bad we hadn’t had the time to inform him of 
that before his efforts! When we finally pulled off, we nearly 
needed hazmat gear to clean up! The shoeless individual had 
to wring out his socks. I proceeded to jump into the van of 
friends following us, backtracked to Target, and, while running, 
outfitted the now-bereft individuals with new clothing while my 
poor husband cleaned the car. We were off again in no time and 
made it to the performance only 10 minutes late. Oh yes, dear 
reader, resourcefulness will be forged within your homeschool—
like it or not!

Are there specific challenges you face with 
homeschooling?

I am a firm believer in the fact that every family faces challenges 
while home-educating. It’s the nature of the beast! Some will 
have challenges right upfront, while others will experience them 
later. There’s something for everyone. If you look at anyone 
else, he, too, is facing things that seem to be daunting or 
insurmountable. Problems aren’t unique to homeschooling. 
How you perceive and deal with those problems and respond to 
change is what is paramount.

Have you ever thought about quitting?

I think everyone toys with quitting at some time or another. 
There are any number of reasons for these thoughts. Sometimes  
the smallest thing is the straw that breaks the proverbial 
camel’s back. What has helped us is disciplining ourselves to use 
perspective. For example: Will current circumstances matter a 
year from now? Will quitting complicate the situation? And we 
have a rule: No long-term decision is made that is based on 
short-term circumstances. This has helped immensely. Having 
at least one or two friends who understand and know your level 
of commitment is an invaluable resource as well.

Are you planning to homeschool for a specific length of 
time?

We planned to homeschool until our children were raised. Our 
philosophies and family culture supported this time frame 
because our objectives and ideologies tend to be a bit different 
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from many.

What do your kids like about homeschooling? 

We have always encouraged open, honest dialogue with our kids 
regarding any and all things pertaining to life. Our oldest two had 
the most objections. By the time the other three were coming 
up in rank, the precedents had been set, and they took their 
cues from their brothers. Our kids came to the conclusion early 
on that they have had a very privileged life. Schedules could be 
adjusted, wardrobe requirements thrown out the window, and 
spontaneous opportunities both embraced and afforded because 
they got to be educated at home. We are extremely grateful that 
all our children embraced our family culture and became one 
another’s best friends. While that may sound trite or canned, it 
is honestly the truth. 

Are there things your kids don’t like about 
homeschooling? 

I have to laugh because one of the biggest things that was a 
concern came early on with our oldest. He began asking and 
asking to attend our public elementary school. When I sat down 
and asked him why, he told me that more than anything he 
wanted a lunchbox and to ride the bus. I took him to the store, 
bought him a lunch box, and took him and his two brothers 
on a city bus ride. He thought the bus was great but didn’t 
care to experience that every day, and he used the lunchbox for 
two weeks and declared it a pain to clean and pack! The point? 
Sometimes it isn’t as big an obstacle or objection as we tend to 
make it. 

I went to both public and private school and was an honor 
student. I tend to think within the parameters of that experience. 
Sometimes I’m the one buying trouble, not my kids, who have 
never known anything but a home-education experience. 
During the teen years, each of our kids has expressed times of 
perceived loneliness. It has helped during those years for us to 
involve ourselves in specific community-service projects as a 
family. It is even more beneficial if they are service-related and 
involve multiple age groups. For us, the more we have involved 
our children in experiences reflecting “real life,” the easier it 
has been to dispel both fear and misconception. There will be 
periods of loneliness. Sometimes you “won’t fit in.” These are 
generally isolated time frames and experiences, not the norm. 
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More important, how you respond to adversity and situations will 
make or break your life. Using those times to teach, dialogue 
and grow is school.

What about you as a parent? What are your favorite 
parts and least favorite parts of homeschooling? 

Both my husband and I are very independent people. At times, the 
day-to-day sameness can grate on you. You’re together 24/7. In 
the early child-development years, it is taxing. In the later child-
development years, it is taxing. It’s easy to let thoughts creep 
in regarding the exciting, carefree lives that others are leading. 
Perception, however, is a dangerous thing. We are all going to 
have an end result. I want mine to be excellent. To achieve 
that, a lot of time must be committed to seeming anonymity 
and sameness. Be good to yourself and take a break. Even if 
it’s only for a couple of hours a week. Everyone needs a change 
of scenery and focus and to invest in both physical and spiritual 
renewal. There was one savior, and thankfully I’m not him. To 
be a world-changer, I must start and end with the one person I 
have the power to change: me. Bummer, I know, but the sooner 
one gets that, the sooner one can be effective.

How much time do you spend preparing lessons? 

Life is the lesson. We have committed years and years’ worth of 
time and money to an incredible home library and resources that 
are readily available. We read constantly. Much of the time we are 
inconvenienced by what our culture would deem as convenient 
or routine. The longer you practice inconvenience and being out 
of the societal box, the better you become at doing it. There 
really is no quick fix or magic formula. It’s like parenting—the 
experience is what gives you the expertise!

How has the homeschool schedule benefited or 
otherwise affected your family life? 

For the rest of my life I could talk to you about the benefits! I get 
sappy and emotional just thinking about it. Our boys embrace 
the tenets of our faith. They are loyal to our family culture. They 
are productive, innovative, creative, servant-oriented leaders. 
We are far from perfect and would never want to paint an idyllic 
picture. I run from those profiles! Our family life and educational 
experiences are seamless. This, in part, is what makes it so 
beautiful. Loving to learn is a gift. Compulsion breeds conformity 
and sameness. These two give birth and license to comparison 
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and competition. None of these are attractive, nor do they 
celebrate the individual.

While our kids can definitely have their moments, they are 
delight-driven, creative individuals who are inspired by life and 
what it has to offer. They celebrate individuality while cultivating 
community and honoring the diversity of people. All this is within 
the context of their faith. We couldn’t be happier or more blessed 
people.

What do you see as the biggest misconception  people 
have when they think of homeschooling? 

I believe that in recent years, awareness of the results of home 
education have become more and more mainstream. At least 
this has been our experience as a family. Socialization is what 
people wonder about most, followed by whether parents are 
qualified to teach their children and where curriculum comes 
from.

Are you worried about socialization? 

I am not the least bit worried about socialization. In fact, it has 
always been our experience that there is a need to limit the 
vast opportunities in order to rein things in! I think socialization 
is defined or at least perceived incorrectly. I want my children 
to be cultured, not socialized. Being able to communicate only 
within the parameters of your age group, with your peers and the 
expectations thereof, is not socialization. There isn’t a working 
environment or life experience other than education where 
everyone is the same age, doing the same thing, and isolated 
from integrated life experiences. If I immerse my children in 
real-life situations from the beginning, they will be social rather 
than socialized. Our boys will talk to and can relate effectively to 
anyone, whether they’re 4 or 94!

How do you know whether you’re successful in your 
homeschooling? 

The proof is in the pudding.  We’re fortunate enough to be able to 
see the pudding at this point! But seriously, if your relationships 
are healthy and communication is open, honest and effective, 
you can’t go wrong. Education is a means, not the end. The end 
is always and forever going to be about people.
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How often does the homeschool day go as planned? 

Rarely if ever. Life and relationships are messy. We’ve learned 
we need the ability to adapt and change, because as I’ve said, 
life is full of interruptions and unpredictability.

Why do you keep homeschooling? Is it different from 
why you started?

We keep homeschooling because we are addicted to building 
relationships and the results produced through them. I don’t 
believe you can do this for the long haul and not have some of 
your reasons change. You change, as do your life experiences and 
vision. It is an ever-evolving process. Treated right, it produces 
incredible growth and affords tremendous experience.

What are your concerns about homeschooling now? Are 
they different from when you started? 

My concern is that the cause of both liberty and freedom remain 
intact so that future generations have options. Interestingly, 
there are more choices and freedoms within the home-education 
movement than ever, and yet our freedoms as a nation are 
waning.

If you could tell someone thinking about starting 
homeschooling or burned out on homeschooling one 
thing, what would it be? 

As my dear friend Oliver DeMille says, “Idealism is the hope of 
the world.” Surrounding your children with it will benefit them in 
infinite ways. The idealist looks at challenge and questions what 
needs to be changed. Then he goes out and produces it! Every 
human being is a genius because we were created in the image 
of God. Your job is to find that genius and inspire each individual 
in that direction. It may sound daunting, but know this: God is 
on your side. How do I know this beyond the shadow of a doubt? 
Because He gave you your kids, knowing that you were the 
person with the ability to cultivate and inspire within them the 
things they would need in order to be world-changers. 

If you’re burned out, step back. This isn’t a race, and there isn’t 
a timeline that is “do or die.” Life has seasons, and an ebb and 
a flow. No one is a superhuman. If someone looks “too good 
to be true,” chances are he isn’t being real. The great thing 
about studying the classics and using them as the template for 
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educating oneself is that the process comes from within. And 
to paraphrase Gandhi, only you can be the change you wish to 
see in the world. Please know I believe that for you, even if you 
don’t.

You can do this. 

Teri Helms is the mother of five fabulous boys ranging 
in age from 10 to 23. She is extremely grateful for 
one incredible husband! Her family lives in Southern 
California. The Helmses have home-educated all 
their children since birth and believe that education 
prepares you for your real vocation and calling in 
this life rather than simply securing a job. Teri blogs 
three days a week at www.TommyMom.com, where she 
celebrates her family culture while keeping it real and 
richly humorous and highlights leadership, its tenets 
and principles, and individuals practicing it effectively. 
You can find her on Twitter, Facebook and on Pinterest. 
Through all this, she hopes to communicate that 
people are worth more than anything else, that anyone 
willing to invest in relationships can homeschool too, 
and that freedom is a gift.
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Tabitha Philen (Penny) – Meet 
Penny

“I love seeing my children grasp a concept for the first time. 
When the light bulb goes off and you can see that they 

understand, it’s awesome.” – Tabitha

Tell me a bit about your family.

My husband and I have four children, ages 8 and under. Our 
oldest has been diagnosed with an autism spectrum disorder. 
We are a one-income family, with my husband serving as an 
assistant band director at a local high school with the public 
school system.

 

You can read more about our family here.

 

How and why did you decide to start homeschooling? 

While we knew our children would be homeschooled at some 
point, we expected to start when they were about to enter 
middle school. However, God’s plan was different and we pulled 
our oldest out of public kindergarten.

 

You can read more about our decision here.
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What were your concerns starting out?

I struggled with whether I would be able to give our daughter 
everything she needed. Homeschooling a child with autism is 
not exactly encouraged by most doctors. I also grieved the loss 
of any personal time I had. I had to surrender myself completely 
to being a servant to my family.

 

When you started, what did you know about 
homeschooling? 

The church of which we were members had a homeschool cover, 
and I knew several families who homeschooled. In order to 
homeschool in the state of Alabama, we are required to have a 
church school represent us or hire a private tutor. Many churches 
have started listing themselves as homeschool covers, or rather 
signing up with the state as private schools so they can “enroll” 
us as students. One friend in particular invited us into her home 
and was available to answer any questions I had.

 

How long have you been homeschooling?

Three years

 

Do you follow a specific curriculum or method? 
My method is to stay sane. When I started, I thought I was 
supposed to follow the example given at public school. However, 
as time has passed, I have realized that school can happen at all 
hours without have a set schedule. While we do follow a routine, 
we do not abide by an 8 a.m.-to-3 p.m. schedule.

I use curriculum because it is easier than trying to plan something 
myself. While I think I am completely capable of putting together 
curriculum that would meet the needs of my children, time is of 
the essence and I consider curriculum a wise investment.

 

What does your typical school day look like?

Our routine has changed slightly from a previous post. Our 
typical day looks like this:

 

•	 Breakfast at 7:30 a.m. while I read the Bible aloud. Then the 
children take care of their morning responsibilities: getting 
dressed, making the bed, brushing teeth/hair, potty, etc. 
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When the children are ready, they go outside to play.

•	 Around 9, the children begin their work cards. We have a 
snack at about 9:30 and then finish the work cards and focus 
on science or history.

•	 As I prepare lunch at 11:30, the children do a 10-minute tidy 
of our homeschool items: put text and manipulatives away, 
vacuum, wipe the table. After lunch, they can have free time 
until we all get our feet off the floor at 1.

•	 At 3, the children do their daily chores. My husband comes 
home around 3:30 PM and has 30 minutes by himself before 
entertaining the children while I prepare dinner or work on 
my blog. After dinner, the children do a 10-minute tidy in their 
rooms, get baths, and sit down for family Bible time. They 
have a little free time and are in bed no later than 8:30 p.m.

 

Tell me about a really exciting or successful day.

An exciting/successful day is any day when we get everything 
done and no one ends up angry. By keeping my definition simple, 
we can have more successful days.

 

What was your best field trip?
I would say the trip to the local art museum, which has a hands-
on children’s wing. The children would say the road trip to see 
their cousins in another state and the trip to the zoo with them.

 

Your favorite project?

I created a pumpkins unit study last year that was a ton of fun.

 

Tell me about a day that didn’t work at all.

I can’t really pinpoint a particular day that didn’t work, but I 
know they happen. If it feels like I am getting more response 
from the wall than from my children, I know that it is time to 
scrap the plan and do something different. Of course, there are 
days when I cannot seem to get my head into the day and I will 
send the children outside with journals and magnifying glasses.

 

Are there specific challenges you face with 
homeschooling? 

Our main challenge is dealing with strong temperaments (thanks 
to autism and ADHD), not to mention that I have a good dose 
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of stubborn, too.

 

Have you ever thought about quitting?

Some days I will call my husband and ask him to remind me why 
we homeschool. He will tell me about how a student threatened 
his life or brought a gun to campus or how there was a drug 
raid. I often tease and say my husband tells me that over his 
dead body will his children ever attend public school. So, we will 
continue to homeschool or die trying.

 

Are you planning to homeschool for a specific length of 
time?

We will homeschool until God says to stop.

 

Are there things your kids don’t like about 
homeschooling?

They are kinesthetic learners, and if I try to get them to sit still 
for too long, they will grumble. I try to keep each day original.

 

What about you as a parent? What are your favorite 
parts and least favorite parts of homeschooling?

I love seeing my children grasp a concept for the first time. When 
the light bulb goes off and you can see that they understand, 
it’s awesome. I also like that homeschool pushes me to be more 
disciplined. I cannot be lazy, and that is a really good thing.

 

If I said I didn’t miss having time by myself, I would be lying. 
However, my husband really tries to give me opportunities to 
have quiet time to myself as often as possible.

How much time do you spend preparing lessons? Have 
you learned any tricks for planning better?

I take a few weeks in the winter to pick our curriculum for the 
next year and spend a couple of weeks in the summer getting 
everything ready.

 

This year, I have totally revamped how I did my planning and I 
hope it works. Instead of trying to pencil in a particular lesson 
to a specific day, I placed lessons in manila file folders. We will 
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have 180 days of lessons, and each day has a folder. Since we 
homeschool year-round, I divided the lessons into sessions with 
the plan to take a one-week break when we complete a session.

 

The goal with this style of planning is to give my children the 
time they need to grasp a concept without pushing them through 
the lessons just because they are on the calendar. If they pick 
something up quickly, I can move ahead into the next folder. 
If they need more time, we can stay longer without having to 
erase everything in my calendar.

 

How has the homeschool schedule benefited or 
otherwise affected your family life?

We have simplified our extracurriculumr activities greatly and 
focus more on our family unity. While we do view socialization as 
important and make opportunities for our children to be around 
other people, we have more control over what we do, are less 
stressed, and enjoy one another more.

 

What do you see as the biggest misconception people 
have when they think of homeschooling?

Most parents think they could never homeschool their children. 
However, I will often see my friends bemoan that they stayed up 
until midnight helping their children with homework. They do not 
realize that the six hours they spent working with their children 
was actually “homeschooling” and that if they did homeschool, 
they would have been done long before dinnertime.

 

Are you worried about socialization? Why or why not? 

No. I think it is more of an excuse that people use than a real 
issue. People say homeschooled children are not socialized, but 
my children experience more of the world through our daily lives 
and the errands and the play dates than children who are stuck 
in a classroom all day.

 

How do you know whether you’re successful in your 
homeschooling?

If my children love the process of learning and I see them 
pursuing their interests independently, I am a success.
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How often does the homeschool day go as planned?

I guess that since my plan is to remain flexible, I can safely say 
that every day goes according to plan.

 

Why do you keep homeschooling? Is it different from 
why you started?

I really don’t know. As I said before, we will just keep 
homeschooling until God says to stop.

 

What are your concerns with homeschooling now? Are 
they different from when you started?

My concerns pertain more to the government and parental rights. 
Before, I was much more willing to go along with whatever the 
government thought was best for children. Now I realize that I 
am the best judge of what my children need and that they do 
not need to be raised by a system.

 

If you could tell someone thinking about starting 
homeschooling or burned out on homeschooling one 
thing, what would it be?

I would ask about what their concept of homeschool includes. Do 
they see it as an extension of public school? Do they feel bound 
by that model? Do they realize how flexible home education 
truly is? Homeschooling is always better if you are relaxed. It 
is OK to take a break. A few weeks will not change your child’s 
ability to learn. Seek out ways to make school fun for both you 
and your child.

 

Tabitha Philen, known as “Penny” to her readers at 
www.MeetPenny.com, is a saved-by-grace wife to one 
terrific husband and homeschooling mother to four 
amazing children, ages 8 and under, with the oldest 
having an autism spectrum disorder. Tabitha recently 
released her first e-book, Advanced Penny Pinching, in 
which she shares very practical tips for cutting your 
grocery expenses with or without coupons.
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Bambi Moore – Nursery of the Nation

“Many times how a mom relates to the interruptions is the 
most important lesson she can teach her children. Much more 

so than math and science.” – Bambi

Tell me a bit about your family.

We are a family of 10. We have four sons and four daughters 
ranging in age from an infant to a 17-year-old. Our family 
lives in Texas on 20 acres of leased property, and we enjoy 
the outdoors, our dairy goats, reading good books, and good, 
sharpening family discussions. My husband is self-employed in 
construction, and he is also an elder in our church.

How and why did you decide to start homeschooling?

I never planned to before I was married. In fact, when my 
mother once suggested homeschooling my much younger sister, 
I flipped out and cried, “No way! Do you want her to be weird?!” 
So no, I never planned to. But all that changed when my little 
girl, who is now 17, was around three years old. I knew that my 
time with her was growing short and that the school bus would 
be arriving to pick her up in two short years. Something about 
it didn’t sit right with me, but at the time I didn’t have a clue 
what it was. I just knew she wasn’t ready even though everyone 
I knew was telling me that I would “get over that feeling” and 
that my little girl would get used to being away from me. I 
began to pray and seek the Lord because I couldn’t shake the 
nagging thought “Why should she ‘get used to it’?” And “Can’t 
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a child eventually feel normal doing anything? Isn’t living in 
poverty ‘normal’ for some kids? Who defines normal anyway?” 
Praise God for something called the “Worldwide Web” that we 
had just begun using. I did a search one day on homeschooling 
and spent the next weeks researching. The more I read, the 
more I became convinced that we should homeschool our little 
girls. I didn’t know anyone else who homeschooled, and when I 
approached my husband about it, he was skeptical.

What were your concerns starting out?

Fifteen years ago my main concerns were my children’s social 
skills. I also wondered how my children’s lives would be affected 
by not participating in public-school sports. These were the 
concerns my husband had as well. Fourteen years later, it’s hard 
to believe those were once real concerns for us, but I think they 
are concerns many new homeschoolers still have.

When you started, what did you know about 
homeschooling?

It was completely new to me. I knew no one else who 
homeschooled but slowly began to meet others.

How long have you been homeschooling?

We’ve been homeschooling for 14 years.

Do you follow a specific curriculum or method?
Like many homeschoolers, we started out using workbooks. 
It was familiar according to what I remembered school was 
supposed to be like, and it helped to get my feet wet. I taught 
my little girl to read using an old Hooked on Phonics curriculum 
that a family member had handed down to me. I was so shocked 
at how quickly and easily she was able to read, and the Lord 
really used it to encourage me! I thought teaching a child to 
read would be complicated, tedious and stressful, but it was the 
most wonderful part of my day! 

I have since gone from a school-at-home approach to a more 
eclectic approach to teaching my children. I love Charlotte 
Mason’s philosophy of education and have used many of her 
ideas in my methods. Also, I have come to really r-e-l-a-x over 
the years, realizing that the time spent creating, working, and 
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just living as a family teaches more than time in a workbook can. 
I do love curriculum and finding projects we can work on as a 
family, whether they be academics (such as the Church History 
unit study we did once) or building a coop for our chickens.

What does your typical school day look like? 

About the only predictable thing about our school days is that 
they are sure to be unpredictable. That’s because our home 
has so many babies, toddlers, and now even a daughter who 
teaches piano students in our home. Each year is different 
because someone is always entering a new season of childhood 
or Mom is having a baby or the family is moving or missionary 
grandparents are coming home for an extended visit and the list 
goes on.

Tell me about a really exciting or successful day. 

The reason we home-school our children is to disciple them, 
to walk alongside them in a gentle and natural way of living, 
teaching them the truths of Scripture at every turn we can. 
Therefore, even if no books are opened, it is a successful day 
if we accomplish the task God has given us as their parents 
to do: exemplify a love for God and His Word and give them 
the gospel truth any time we can. We want them to know that 
they are sinners and they need Jesus to save them. These are 
the foundations of our home, and our day is successful if we 
are laying firm foundations. The academics are only wallpaper. 
What good is beautiful wallpaper in a home if the foundation is 
crumbling and rotten underneath?

What was your best field trip? 
Our greatest field trip was traveling to Jamestown, Virginia, 
during the state’s Quadricentennial Celebration. We visited many 
landmarks and battlefields, swam in the James River, and made 
a beautiful family memory.

Your favorite project? 

We have enjoyed doing occasional unit studies, and I enjoy 
doing lap books with the younger children. We once did a lap 
book on the story How to Eat an Apple Pie and See the World. 
The children learned a lot of geography, and again, lots of sweet 
memories.
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Tell me about a day that didn’t work at all. 

My view is that there are no days that don’t work well at all, 
because God designs days to be just as they are, to teach us 
what we need to learn, both children and their parents. There 
are challenging days, however! I think the hardest days are 
the days when someone is sick, someone is having particular 
struggles with behavior, and guests drop in for a visit—all at the 
same time.

Are there specific challenges you face with 
homeschooling?

The specific challenges we face would be related to keeping 
toddlers busy while we’re doing academic work. There is no easy 
solution to this dynamic; it’s something we just muddle through, 
knowing that our toddlers are a blessing, not a burden to us. 
Many times, how a mom relates to the interruptions is the most 
important lesson she can teach her children. Much more so than 
math and science. 

Interruptions, no matter what form they take, are there for 
our sanctification. They lead us to the Lord; He gives us those 
interruptions for a purpose. They cause us to take a hard look at 
our plans: Are they His plans or our human ones, and what is the 
motivation behind them? Are we working so hard to make our 
children appear to be head and shoulders above the rest in the 
field of academics, or do we want God’s will for their lives to be 
fulfilled? If we trust in Him, knowing there is no detail that isn’t 
under His authority, we can have rest. I referred to this in my 
homeschooling series, Homeschooling Shouldn’t Be Stressful.

Have you ever thought about quitting?

In the beginning years of homeschooling, I was homeschooling 
for the glory and honor of myself. I wanted my children to prove 
to homeschool critics that homeschooling was the best thing in 
the world.  I wanted them to make me look like a “good mom.” 

I know. Yuck.

This produced a very stressed environment for my children as 
well as me, and there were a few times it crossed my mind to 
quit. I did not view interruptions as divine appointments from 
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the Lord, and anything that slowed down academic progress 
was a point of contention for me. Also, my husband was still of 
the mind-set to “let” me homeschool and give it a try. He was 
not sold on the idea, and I did not have his full support at that 
time. This made homeschooling more stressful. 

But God changed my heart, sometimes in great bursts and 
sometimes slowly, and thankfully he continues to slowly peel 
back layers of blindness from my eyes. 

My husband and I listened to a CD message called A Homeschool 
Vision of Victory by Doug Phillips and light bulbs started coming 
on rapidly! During this time, the Lord started leading us to make 
many changes in our lives, ones we had never considered before. 
My skeptical husband soon became a homeschool zealot, and I 
myself studied the Word and began to ask God for what His 
definition of education really is. We scratched what we’d been 
doing and started over. Our children were so much happier, and 
I have never considered quitting again.

Are you planning to homeschool for a specific length of 
time?

Forever. Seriously, I would never consider sending them to a 
government school. By their own admission, the government 
schools are a nonreligious entity. The trouble with non-religion 
is it’s a ‘religion’ or believe system as well. There are no neutral 
areas in the life of a Christian. 

What do your kids like about homeschooling? 

I asked my children this question and sort of got a deer-in-
the-headlights look. That’s because they have never known 
anything different. What many people don’t realize before living 
the homeschooling life is that there is no separation between 
your life and school. The above question itself is screaming this 
assumption, but it is false. Living is learning.

My 17-year-old daughter said she has appreciated the education 
she has received because it’s been tailor-made. She can slow 
down when she likes, she can speed ahead when she likes. 
She has been completely independent in her learning for the 
past three years. She has never been taught that learning is 
a negative thing. She loves to learn and so has taught herself 
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higher math as well as chemistry and five years of Latin. Not all 
my children have an interest in these types of academic areas, 
and their education will be just as successful because they, by 
God’s grace, have a desire to learn new things. Some are hands-
on, some are good communicators, some we don’t know yet, 
but we do know that God has a unique purpose for each one and 
their individual educations will reflect that.

Are there things your kids don’t like about 
homeschooling? 

As stated above, they have never known any different. If I were 
to ask them this question, they wouldn’t know what to say. What 
is there not to like? Do you like breathing? Do you like eating? 
Do you like playing, creating, exploring, investigating, talking, 
reading, communicating, pretending, writing stories, working, 
singing, producing? This is living, and it’s where one finds true 
education.

What about you as a parent? What are your favorite 
parts and least favorite parts of homeschooling? 

I love teaching my children to read and write, to be the one 
to witness the delight on their faces, and, most important, to 
watch the Lord open their eyes to His Word. I love walking 
along and talking spontaneously of the things of God. I love 
the responsibility the Lord has given me and knowing He hasn’t 
called me to do something that He won’t give me the strength 
to do. 

Least favorite part? There are hard days. And like everyone 
else, I am human and have a sinful nature that desires privacy, 
seclusion, and acts of selfishness. The important thing is to see 
these things as what they are: sin. Jesus gave his life for mine. 
For them. How dare I think that I am above giving what He 
gave?

How much time do you spend preparing lessons? Have 
you learned any tricks for planning better?

I don’t prepare lessons unless we are doing a special project. 
Then I might spend an hour or two researching which books I 
would like each child to read, and then we go to the library or 
order online. Also, in the summer I try to “reboot” and will spend 
several hours gathering new books as well.
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How has the homeschool schedule benefited or 
otherwise affected your family life?

At the risk of sounding like a broken record, it is our family 
life. It’s every day, all day. As compared with what it was like 
when I was in public school as a child, I suppose, I would see 
a homeschool schedule as freedom. There is no one telling us 
where to be. We do what we want when we want to.

What do you see as the biggest misconception people 
have when they think of homeschooling? 

I saw a video once making a joke about homeschoolers that 
said, “So you homeschool. Does that mean you’re a genius or 
an idiot?” I thought that was very funny and telling! It goes to 
show that misconceptions are very broad. 

I also think a few people have the attitude that children who 
homeschool are “weird” (remember my first answer?). The 
truth is, that’s a good thing. America is in trouble, and it didn’t 
happen overnight. Who defines who is normal and who isn’t? 
Normal in the world’s eyes means conformity. But the Bible 
tells us not to conform to the world around us (Romans 12:12). 
Many homeschoolers are more sheltered and therefore are not 
as conformed to the world around them. Why do we care what 
label the world gives us when we are not of this world? Answer: 
We don’t.

How do you know whether you’re successful in your 
homeschooling?

The Bible teaches that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
knowledge (Proverbs 1:7) and that fools despise instruction. If 
our children love to learn, we are successful.

How often does the homeschool day go as planned? 

I have a loose schedule that is never, never, ever followed to a T.

Why do you keep homeschooling? Is it different from 
why you started? 

Yes, it’s very different. As I shared above, the reason we began 
homeschooling was for protective reasons. We still firmly believe 
that it is our job as parents to shelter and protect our children. 
However, we also homeschool to impart our Christian faith. Jesus 
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walked with his disciples in order to teach them. We, too, want 
to disciple our children. Jesus didn’t load his disciples up and 
drop them off at the temple. He walked alongside them, always 
talking, always teaching, always being an example to them.

What are your concerns with homeschooling now? Are 
they different from when you started? 

Yes, again, my concerns are very different. I feel that my 
concerns at the beginning were born of a misunderstanding of 
what education truly is.

My concerns now are that homeschoolers will not continue to raise 
the banner of the Lord high and will fail to pass the baton to the 
next generation of Christians. I believe that some homeschool 
parents naively think that protection from outside influences are 
enough, when in reality only a changed heart will produce fruits 
in keeping with repentance. Homeschooling is not enough to 
produce a God-fearing adult (if a God-fearing adult is your goal 
and desire). Only Jesus can. I have seen homeschooled young 
adults rebel just as I have seen children from the government’s 
schools rebel. The difference is Christ. He must do a work in 
their hearts and transform them by His grace and power.

I also have a concern that homeschool groups, clubs, and events 
are sometimes a detriment and can pull our children away from 
us. Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child, and that goes 
for all children. Peer dependency is a very real temptation in 
every setting. We must strive to be diligent to pass on the truths 
of Scripture to our precious children.

If you could tell someone thinking about starting 
homeschooling or burned out on homeschooling one 
thing, what would it be?

I would ask that person what her basis for home-educating her 
children is. If her answer is anything but that God has called 
her to do it, then the days the washing machine overflows, her 
reason won’t be enough to keep her going. If her answer isn’t 
because God has called her to do it, then the days she toils to 
teach a struggling child to read, her reason won’t be enough 
to keep her going. If her answer isn’t that God has called her 
to do it, when the children squabble all day, the bank account 
is depleted, the phone won’t stop ringing, and dinner is late 
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again, her reason won’t be enough to keep going. Her very basis 
and foundation for home education must be built on Christ and 
His Word or the task will seem too great. The road is narrow 
and sometimes rocky. Only by depending on His grace will it be 
traveled well. 

Bambi is a simultaneous Saint and sinner, redeemed 
and justified by the blood of Jesus. She has been the 
helpmeet to her highschool sweetheart for eighteen 
years and they have eight arrows they are sharpening, 
ages seventeen to infant. Bambi spends her days 
managing a busy, joyous and LOUD household. She 
enjoys homeschooling, reading storybooks in a 
rocking chair, keeping the pantry stocked, changing 
diapers to the glory of God, and a million other duties 
she wouldn’t trade for the world. Bambi blogs about 
God’s beautiful design for womanhood in marriage, 
motherhood and family discipleship on her blog, In the 
Nursery of the Nation. She also has a home business 
selling Lilla Rose hair accessories. 
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Marcy Crabtree – Ben and Me

“If real learning has happened, whether or not it had anything 
to do with math, our day has gone as planned.” – Marcy

Tell me a bit about your family.

I have been married to Tom for 15 years. We have one son, Ben, 
who is 11. In my past life, I was a labor and delivery RN but now 
work at home as an independent consultant in social media. 
Yes, that means I get paid to play on Facebook.

How and why did you decide to start homeschooling?

My reasons for starting homeschooling and my reasons for 
continuing to homeschool are very different. When my very 
active incessant talker started reading at age 3, I pictured an 
extremely bored little boy in kindergarten. I imagined he would 
get into trouble a lot, having difficulty sitting still, staying quiet, 
and staying on task. Today, I realize that homeschooling is so 
much more than keeping a bored child out of trouble. We are 
laying a foundation for his life.

If you had to describe your child as an animal, which 
would it be and why? 

That’s easy. Ben has always been my little monkey. Constantly 
moving, full of energy, jumping from here to there, never afraid 
to try anything, and very clever!
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What were your concerns starting out? 

When we began homeschooling and up until about two years ago, 
I worked as an RN about 36 hours a week while I homeschooled. 
My husband travels a lot, too. My main concern was having 
the time to get it all done and not becoming too exhausted in 
the process. I learned very quickly that when God calls us to 
homeschool (or to do anything, for that matter), He equips us 
with just enough of everything we need to get the job done.

When you started, what did you know about 
homeschooling?

I had heard of a few people homeschooling, but I didn’t actually 
know anyone who was doing it. I’m very grateful for the web. 
I was able to get plugged in right away with an amazing online 
support group and quickly found local support as well. It wasn’t 
long before I had many new homeschooling friends to mentor 
me and bring me along.

How long have you been homeschooling? 

Officially for six years, but I like to think homeschooling begins 
at birth.

Do you follow a specific curriculum or method? 
Ben and I had struggled with homeschooling off and on since 
we began when he was a preschooler. If we weren’t having 
fun, he was acting out. I blamed it on bad attitude, laziness, or 
hyperactivity on his part or my own inability to find a curriculum 
that worked for his learning style. But then about two years ago, 
I had a revelation. And not a day too soon. It wasn’t about his 
attitude or activity level. It wasn’t even a character issue or my 
lack of meeting his learning-style needs. It was boredom, plain 
and simple.

I like to call our homeschool “delight-directed.” Ben has a lot to 
say about what he is going to learn about each year. And then I 
teach him primarily using unit studies in those areas of interest, 
the only method that has truly worked well for Ben.

Oh, we’ve tried many other methods. Why? Because I was 
usually concerned about whether unit studies were enough. 
Or what gaps Ben would have if I let him choose the subject 
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matter. Or because, in the back of my head, I wondered what 
else I was missing. I was often swayed by beautiful catalogs, 
fancy websites, or passionate convention speakers, all touting 
the latest and greatest in homeschool curriculum. Sometimes I 
even thought that if I didn’t try the latest and greatest, I was 
somehow failing him. Never mind the fact that he loved unit 
studies and learned so much when we studied subjects that 
sparked his interest. In the end, my own insecurities, not my 
choice of curriculum, was what was failing him.

William Butler Yeats wrote, “Education is not filling a bucket, but 
lighting a fire.” I was attempting to fill Ben’s bucket. I should 
have been lighting his fire. Sometimes I did get a spark, but 
before it could really burn bright, I snuffed it out, time and time 
again. In the end, instead of helping him find delight, enjoyment, 
and joy in his learning, I was leading him down the road toward 
boredom, dread, and frustration.

But we’re on the right road now. I believe with all my heart that 
giving Ben the tools to learn about those things he is interested 
in, passionate about, and bring him joy and delight will give him 
the tools for a lifelong love of learning. He’s already proved it 
over and over in the past two years.

What does your typical school day look like? 

Our typical school day begins around 10 a.m. after morning 
chores and ends around 2. Ben follows an assignment sheet that 
includes the main subjects: Bible/apologetics, math, language 
arts, unit study, and Spanish. For us, language arts encompass 
mostly writing and literature, with grammar, vocabulary, and 
spelling happening naturally. Our unit studies cover science, 
history, geography, biographies, and art, depending on the 
topic. Every main subject is covered in part each day. Unit 
studies typically last about a month and almost always include 
notebooking activities and a corresponding field trip.

What was your best field trip? 
We’ve been blessed to take many fabulous field trips. Our favorites 
are those that take us back in history. Our very favorite was to 
Williamsburg, Jamestown, and Yorktown. Ben loves this period 
in history and was fascinated by all the historical interpreters, 
reenactments and demonstrations. He was able to dress as a 
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soldier, listen to stories of slaves and a revolutionary doctor, 
handle period artifacts, see how the Powatans lived, and climb 
aboard a replica of the Susan Constant.

Your favorite project? 

In the third grade, we participated in a geography fair. Our 
country to learn about and display was China. Ben worked hard 
to learn all he could and built a lovely display that included books, 
lap books, a trifold board, games, and food. It was a huge hit 
and he still talks about it two years later. It even inspired him to 
want to learn to speak Mandarin.

Tell me about a day that didn’t work at all. 

I had the bright idea to switch to a “boxed curriculum” one year. 
This was when I was still working outside the home and didn’t 
have as much time to plan our school days. I thought having a 
written lesson plan would help. Well, we were supposed to be 
finished studying about Mexico and moving on to Canada, but 
our science lesson about the migratory pattern of the monarch 
butterfly had sparked interest in all things butterfly for Ben. He 
was not at all interested in Canada. That was the first day of 
many when we fell off the lesson plan. It wasn’t long before I 
got the hint and we dumped the lesson plans for unit studies … 
again.

Are there specific challenges you face with 
homeschooling? 

Ben is gifted with ADHD. I say “gifted” because I know that he is 
fearfully and wonderfully made and that God has a plan for this 
amazing child. But on a daily basis, it can be challenging to keep 
him focused and on task.

Have you ever thought about quitting?

Never. Not once. We have taken breaks when needed. But 
quitting has never entered my mind.

Are you planning to homeschool for a specific length of 
time? 

My hope is take Ben through to high school graduation, the plan 
being to knock out his first two years of college in the process.
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What do your kids like about homeschooling? 

Ben loves the flexibility we have to travel with his dad, take field 
trips when we want, and have play dates in the middle of the 
school day. But his favorite part is having a say about what he 
learns. And being home with his mom all day, of course!

Are there things your kids don’t like about 
homeschooling? 

He’s never ridden a school bus. Apparently, that’s the downside 
to homeschooling.

What about you as a parent? What are your favorite 
parts and least favorite parts of homeschooling? 

I absolutely love being with Ben. I can’t imagine sending him off 
for someone else to enjoy all day every day. I love that I’m there 
when the light bulb goes off as he learns something new. I love 
having deep discussions with him about the Bible and Abraham 
Lincoln. I love that I can nurture his passions and strengths 
while giving him the time he needs in areas of struggle. My least 
favorite part of homeschooling is the planning. I’m not a planner 
by nature, so I don’t do this part very well. I don’t like not doing 
anything very well.

How much time do you spend preparing lessons? Have 
you learned any tricks for planning better? 

I try to sit down quarterly and jot down some goals for the 
coming weeks. Ben chooses his topics and I either find a unit 
study we can use or begin the task of putting one together. On 
a weekly basis, I print notebooking pages and order books from 
the library that we will need. Other than that, not much planning 
happens.

How has the homeschool schedule benefited or 
otherwise affected your family life? 

When we stick to our daily schedule, we are able to accomplish 
much more than if we don’t. I’ve mentioned that I’m not much 
of a planner. Well, I’m also not very organized, though there is a 
part of me that wants to be. Having a schedule and sticking to it 
helps keep me accountable for the things I need to accomplish 
as much as it does Ben. Our family life on the weekends goes 
much more smoothly when Dad is home if we have accomplished 
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much during the week while he was traveling. We have more 
time to enjoy each other.

What do you see as the biggest misconception people 
have when they think of homeschooling? 

Most people I encounter seem to “get” homeschooling. But if they 
don’t, it’s usually the dreaded “socialization” issue. Spending 
more than five minutes with Ben usually calms that right down, 
though.

Are you worried about socialization? Why or why not? 

I worry about the type of socialization kids receive when they go 
to school, not the lack of it from being homeschooled. Teaching 
children to conform to the world’s standards is something I want 
to avoid at all costs. That’s what socialization is—conforming.

How do you know whether you’re successful in your 
homeschooling? 

When I see growth in Ben’s character and in his walk with the 
Lord, I know we are being successful. Whether he knows his 
multiplication tables, state capitals, or what year Columbus 
discovered America has little value if we have not laid the 
foundation for a life of service.

How often does the homeschool day go as planned? 

If you’re asking how often we homeschool between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. and cover all subjects on the assignment 
sheet, the answer is probably about half the time. But I don’t 
necessarily measure the success of our day based on that criteria. 
If real learning has happened, whether or not it had anything to 
do with math, our day has gone as planned.

Why do you keep homeschooling? Is it different from 
why you started? 

I keep homeschooling in obedience to God, first and foremost. 
Has that always been my primary reason for homeschooling? 
No, it has not. God put it in my heart to homeschool when 
Ben was 3, although I didn’t recognize that at the time. What 
started out as concern for a little boy who was bright and active 
has turned into a mission to disciple my son according to the 
commandments of His Word. It’s amazing to me the way it has 
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all worked out.

What are your concerns about homeschooling now? Are 
they different from when you started? 

I honestly have no concerns about homeschooling except that 
the time is going by too quickly. I have so much to teach my 
son. I fear I will run out of time before he knows everything he 
needs to know. That has always been my greatest concern, and 
I suspect it always will be.

If you could tell someone thinking about starting 
homeschooling or burned out on homeschooling one 
thing, what would it be? 

The greatest advantage to homeschooling is the ability to disciple 
your children each and every day without the disadvantage of 
exposure to worldviews that differ greatly from your own. Don’t 
worry, don’t be afraid, don’t think about all the deficits you think 
you have. No one loves your children more or cares as much 
about their education than you. When God calls, He will equip. 
Believe Him.

Marcy spent nearly 15 years as an Ob nurse, sometimes 
juggling homeschooling with the job she calls her first 
ministry. Grateful that her main ministry today is at 
home, she has been married to Tom for 15 years and 
is the proud momma to Ben. Her homeschool style is 
delight-directed (just a hair shy of unschooling), using 
mostly unit studies and greatly influenced by Charlotte 
Mason’s love of living books. If she ever writes a book 
herself, it’s likely to be titled Homeschooling by the 
Field Trip Method. Although Marcy resides in Kentucky, 
she loves to travel wherever and whenever given the 
opportunity (more research for that book!). You can 
find Marcy blogging at Ben & Me.
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Carisa Hinson – 1+1+1=1
 

“Socialization to me is life, it’s church, it’s family, social 
outings, vacations, shopping, serving, sports, and so much 

more.” – Carisa

 

Tell me a bit about your family.

We are a missionary family living in the inner city. We moved 
here from the South, where we were living smack in the 
suburbs. My husband and I have been married since 1999 and 
we have two sons and a daughter. Our kids go by nicknames 
online: “PacMan,” our older son, is 10; “Krash,” our younger 
son, is 6; and “Ladybug,” our little girl, is 3. I am a former 
kindergarten teacher, photographer, and children’s ministry 
leader. My husband started and leads the addictions ministry at 
the church where we are missionaries in the inner city. I now 
support him in his work while homeschooling and blogging! 
You can read more about us here on my welcome page!

 

How and why did you decide to start homeschooling?

Homeschool was not our plan at all! I was a public-school 
kindergarten teacher and always planned on sending my children 
to public school. When our oldest son was 2, we moved to the 
inner city to serve as missionaries and our school situation 
changed. We sent our son to a private Christian preschool two 
days a week for one year, and we prayed about what we should 
do in the future. It became very clear that He was leading us on 
the homeschool path, although both my husband and I resisted 
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at first.
 

If you had to describe each of your kids as an animal, 
which would it be and why?

• PacMan: a dolphin, because he is loving, friendly, smart, and 
creative

• Krash: a boxer, because he is so incredibly sweet and so 
incredibly wild

• Ladybug: a kitten, because she’s sassy, dramatic, cuddly, 
unpredictable, whiny, adorable, and seeks alone time

 

What were your concerns starting out?

I was leading the children’s ministry at our inner-city church and 
loved my busy ministry life. I was very concerned about how my 
ability to serve would change and what my new routine would be 
like. I tried to continue working in ministry and homeschooling 
the first year (Krash was a baby then, and we had taken in a 
teen girl from the neighborhood). It was a disaster. This was 
Pac’s pre-kindergarten year, and it was very challenging, to say 
the least. As soon as I stepped back from my full-time ministry 
role and embraced the role God had called me to at home, we 
were all much happier!

 

When you started, what did you know about 
homeschooling?

Our missionary-led church has two families who homeschool full 
time, and they were extremely supportive and helpful. Other than 
these two families, I didn’t know anyone who homeschooled, 
and I knew nothing about it. It was definitely a foreign road to 
travel for our family.

 

Since the beginning, the blog world has been the biggest support 
to me. The friends I have met online through the homeschool 
blogging community are priceless! I cannot imagine walking this 
road without these friends by my side, even if only virtually.

 

How long have you been homeschooling?

Since pre-K, six years total
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Do you follow a specific curriculum or method?
We gave a state cyber school a try for Pac’s pre-K year, using 
Calvert as our curriculum. We had no clue whether we would like 
it or whether we would leave the cyber school and traditionally 
homeschool as my friends did, but we had an awesome first year 
and decided to stay. My oldest son is now going into fifth grade 
with the cyber school and Calvert. I teach all three of my kids 
100 percent and plan my own schedule/routine; we don’t use 
any of the virtual classes the cyber school offers for now. Krash 
is enrolled in the cyber school also, and I use Calvert to teach 
him. Ladybug isn’t enrolled; I teach her on my own since she is 
so young. You can see our many other curriculum supplements 
here.

 

What does your typical school day look like?

I try to stick with a routine, but I often fail. I love routine, 
and my children thrive when there is a solid routine in place. 
I flounder in this area, and it is an area of deep prayer for me 
right now. We usually have a loose routine with cornerstones 
built in to make the day run smoothly. You can see more about 
past routines and schedules here on my blog.

 

The best place to get a glimpse into a typical school day for us 
would be to read my “A Day in Our Homeschool Life” blog series, 
part one, part two, and part three.

 

What was your best field trip?
I am a total homebody, and we don’t take many field trips. We 
do travel with family during the year, and I consider those trips 
our field trips. I think we will take more field trips when all three 
kids are a bit older. Right now I prefer to be at home most of the 
time.

 

Are there specific challenges you face with 
homeschooling?

The biggest challenges for our family were in the beginning during 
the adjustment phase. I had always thought I would have my 
days free while my kids were at school, and adjusting to having 
the kids around all day was a tad difficult for me at first. Now 
that we are years in, I no longer struggle with it. Having the kids 
around all day is our way of life, and although it is hard, I love it!
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Have you ever thought about quitting?

I only really thought about quitting early on, wondering if we’d 
made the best decision. After that first year, I haven’t  thought 
about quitting. Sure, days are hard and I get stressed out, but 
quitting isn’t a thought that ever pops up for me. If we stop 
homeschooling any of our children, it will be because God has 
led us in a different direction.

 

Are you planning to homeschool for a specific length of 
time?

Our plan is to take it one year at a time, one kid at a time. We 
would love to homeschool all three kids through high school, but 
we don’t know what God has in store for our family. We are not 
against sending our kids to school in the future if led that way, 
but we definitely prefer to keep them home.
 

What do your kids like about homeschooling?

My 10-year-old is very vocal with his desire to never be sent to 
school! He likes being with his siblings, having breaks during the 
day, and being able to travel during the school year with family.

 

Are there things your kids don’t like about 
homeschooling?

Our two youngest don’t know any different, but Pac does. He has 
told me over and over how thankful he is that we homeschool 
him. He has even said that despite the difficulties, the rewards 
far outweigh any struggles.

 

What about you as a parent? What are your favorite 
parts and least favorite parts of homeschooling?

As a parent, my favorite part of homeschooling is the fact that 
my 3 children, who are separated in age by several years, get 
to spend so much time together. I started the Moments to 
Remember feature on my blog because of this. I know that if 
they all went to school, their relationships would be entirely 
different. I am so grateful for the bond they share and the time 
spent all together.
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How much time do you spend preparing lessons? Have 
you learned any tricks for planning better?

I set aside Sunday afternoons after church to prepare lessons 
for the upcoming week. Much of that time is usually spent just 
pulling together last-minute things. My husband is extremely 
supportive and is in charge of the kids on Sunday afternoons, to 
free me up to plan.

 

How has the homeschool schedule benefited or 
otherwise affected your family life?

The scheduling freedom is one of the main reasons we chose 
homeschooling. Since we are missionaries and my husband 
leads the recovery ministry, he has very odd hours. He works 
most evenings but doesn’t go in most days until 9. He is also 
home every day from about 3 to 6. We didn’t want the kids to 
be gone or doing homework when he was able to be home each 
day. Homeschooling gives us the freedom to allow the kids to 
spend as much time as possible not only together but also with 
their daddy.

 

Another huge bonus has been vacations. We are blessed with 
two sets of parents who like to travel and like to take our family 
(so they can see the grandkids). We spend a week away each 
year with each set of parents, and our homeschooling schedule 
allows total freedom when choosing dates to travel. The cost is 
so much cheaper when it is off season!

 

Are you worried about socialization? Why or why not?

Not at all! I think this is hilarious, to be honest. To think that kids 
are socialized because they spend a majority of their day in a 
classroom with other kids their same age and around the same 
adults (teachers, school staff) is just silly to me. Socialization 
to me is life, it’s church, it’s family, social outings, vacations, 
shopping, serving, sports, and so much more.

 

How do you know whether you’re successful in your 
homeschooling?

I won’t know this until many years down the road. Success can 
be measured on so many levels, and I am still learning. As far 
as academic success, my boys who are enrolled in the cyber 
school are regularly assessed, and this helps keep me on track. 
My oldest son takes state standardized tests and does well.
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How often does the homeschool day go as planned?

Ha ha ha ha!!! That’s a very funny question. Our days rarely go 
as planned.

 

What are your concerns with homeschooling now? Are 
they different from when you started?

Sometimes I worry that I am not smart enough to teach upper 
grades, and by upper I mean third grade and up. I have had to 
learn so much even teaching third and fourth grades that I can 
only imagine what the upcoming years will be like! I always knew 
this would be a challenge for me, as I don’t think my education 
was thorough. I was a kid who took tests well, got good grades, 
and then forgot it all. I did not enjoy school but got the grades I 
needed. I knew this would be an issue with me teaching my own 
kids. Not only do I desire to teach them well, but I also want 
them to absorb knowledge in a way that I did not. I pray I can 
give them something I didn’t get.

 

If you could tell someone thinking about starting 
homeschooling one thing, what would it be?

Seek the Lord, be united with your spouse, and if you truly feel 
it is God’s calling for your family, jump in! Always remember the 
initial call for your family, and when things get tough, cling to 
His truth.

 

Carisa is a homeschooling mom of three, ages 10, 6, 
and 3. She is also a full-time inner-city missionary 
living in one of America’s toughest neighborhoods with 
her husband. They have lived and served in this area 
for over eight years and have no plans to leave. She 
writes at 1+1+1=1, where she gives readers a behind-
the-scenes look at her family and how homeschooling 
works for them. 
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Joy Miller – Five J’s

“I never really planned to homeschool. In fact, I always say 
the Maya Indians made me do it.” – Joy

 

Tell me a bit about your family.

My husband, Jeff, serves full time as a minister of music at a 
local church, and I work from home as a web/graphic designer 
and a blogger (FiveJs.com). We have three children: Jaden, 15; 
Jerah, 13; and Joely, 10.

 

We are not a sports-loving family—unless it’s tennis or judo. 
Instead, we tend to enjoy more music-related interests. I play 
piano (and taught it for 15 years), my husband sings and plays 
guitar, Jaden plays guitar, Jerah plays bass guitar, and Joely 
plays the drums.

 

I grew up in Oregon, and my husband grew up in Texas, where 
we now live. But we’ve not always lived here in the great state 
of Texas. We met in Missouri during college, after which we 
moved to Alaska and lived there for three years to work at a 
school. Our next home was South Carolina, where we stuck it 
out for five years until we finally made it home to Texas. I didn’t 
realize it when we moved here, but Texas is one of the best 
states in which to homeschool, so I’m ever so thankful we ended 
up where we did.
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How and why did you decide to start homeschooling?

I never really planned to homeschool. In fact, I always say the 
Maya Indians made me do it. I’d actually sworn off homeschooling 
after my first disastrous attempt.
 

When my son was 4, he attended a half-day K4 class at the 
private Christian school in South Carolina where my husband 
taught. We got free tuition, and at the time, I had another toddler 
at home, so it worked out well for us.

 

But when it was time for Jaden to move up to the kindergarten 
class, I found out that he was going to be placed in the lower 
of the two kindergarten classes with a teacher I really didn’t 
want him to have. I was disappointed, of course, but not overly 
surprised; since he was an August baby and the youngest in 
his class, he hadn’t really gotten the hang of reading. But I still 
didn’t like the idea of him having that particular teacher the next 
year.

 

So I concocted what seemed to me to be an ingenious plan. 
Although I was pregnant with our third child, already had a 
three-year-old in addition to Jaden, and taught piano lessons 
every weekday afternoon for three hours, I decided I would 
homeschool Jaden and get him caught up with the rest of the 
class so he could be admitted to the upper class when he got to 
first grade.
 

Can you say bad idea?

 

A myriad of circumstances conspired to make the experience 
one of the most frustrating in my life. Jaden was not ready to 
take on formal schooling at the age of 5 (at least not as the 
teacher-led curriculum I was using prescribed it), and I was not 
prepared to teach him. Why?

 

I had romanticized the idea of homeschooling and was not 
ready to deal with the frustration I felt when Jaden was not 
progressing at the same rate as the curriculum prescribed and I 
had expected.

 

I also didn’t have any support from other homeschoolers (I didn’t 
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know of any in my area), and I didn’t realize that I could be 
flexible with the curriculum, that it was okay if my son needed 
more time to learn a certain concept.

 

To make matters worse, I had just given birth to Joely, so my 
focus was divided among my husband, caring for my three-year-
old and my newborn, teaching piano lessons five days a week, 
and homeschooling Jaden. It was a recipe for disaster, and that’s 
what we had—a disaster.

 

By October, I had given up, sworn never to homeschool ever 
again, and enrolled Jaden in the kindergarten class at the 
Christian school. Thankfully, because of classroom size (and I 
pleaded my case), he was able to get into the upper class, and 
he had a fabulous teacher.

 

I stayed home with my three-year-old and newborn, having 
determined that I was just not cut out for homeschooling. But 
then we moved to Texas, where we didn’t have access to free 
tuition at a Christian school any longer. Thankfully, it was a small 
town, and the public elementary school less than a mile from our 
home had a good reputation. We decided to enroll Jaden there.

 

He did well in first grade, and we really liked his teacher. He 
finally caught on to reading, and although he wasn’t an eager 
learner, he scored above average in all his subjects.

 

But then second grade came around.

We weren’t impressed with his teacher, but since Jaden was 
bringing home A’s and B’s on his papers, we thought, “Well, at 
least he’s learning.”

 

Enter the Maya Indians.

 

One day, a couple of months before the end of second grade, 
Jaden brought home a thick packet of worksheets on the Maya 
Indians that his class had been working on for a few weeks. I 
looked over his packet of papers and asked Jaden one simple 
question: “So, who were the Maya Indians?”
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He shrugged. “I dunno.”

 

“What do you mean you don’t know? You’ve been studying them 
for weeks?”

 

Still he denied that he knew anything at all about the Maya.

 

Finally I realized he was telling the truth. Even though he was 
present each time his class learned about the Maya Indians and 
he had completed dozens of worksheets and crafts about them, 
he truly had no idea who the Maya Indians were.

 

Understanding dawned on me: my son was suffering from the 
same malady I had suffered from throughout my schooling 
years, something I call the worksheet mentality.

 

What’s the worksheet mentality? I’ll give you an example of 
what it meant for me.

 

When I was in school, my teachers would assign a worksheet 
for me to work on. It didn’t matter what subject it was in—it 
could be science, math, reading, history, or anything. I would 
complete the worksheet precisely according to the directions, 
take the test on the material covered on the worksheet, score 
an “A” or an “A+” on it, and once the test was over, promptly 
forget everything related to what I had studied.

 

I made it through high school with a 4.0 GPA, but ask me what 
I learned and I couldn’t tell you.

 

That’s a worksheet mentality: do the work, take the test, and 
forget it ever happened.

 

And that’s what I recognized in my son. He was completing his 
work at school but with such a mind-set that he was basically 
working on short-term memory the entire time. For him, 
worksheets were just something to get done, not something to 
learn from. That wasn’t how his mind worked—he didn’t learn 
that way.
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My husband and I talked about it and came to the conclusion 
that if we wanted Jaden to truly learn, we’d need to make some 
changes.

 

So, what could we do? Private school wasn’t an option, and the 
method of education wouldn’t have been much different from a 
public school’s.

 

Homeschool? Um, no. Not after my last experience with it.

 

But God worked on my heart, and I soon felt the need to be 
open to the idea again, even though I was scared to death.

 

So I went to the library and checked out as many books as I 
could on homeschooling. I slowly started to feel more confident 
about the idea. For over a month, I read everything about 
homeschooling that I could get my hands on. I wanted to prepare 
myself as best I could for the fall.

 

I’d like to say my husband was completely on board with the 
idea of homeschooling, but he’d been there when I’d tried to 
homeschool Jaden before, and he was anxious that doing it 
again, with two children and a toddler, would be too much for 
me. I was still teaching piano a few hours a day five days a week, 
and I was very involved in our children’s ministry at church, so 
he was understandably concerned that homeschooling might be 
overload for my schedule. He was also concerned that the kids 
would miss out on some of the opportunities that public schools 
offer.

 

But he also realized that Jaden needed a different environment 
in which to learn, so he gave his blessing for a trial period. We’d 
try homeschooling for a year, and if didn’t work out, we’d re-
enroll the kids in the elementary school.

 

At the end of that school year, I withdrew both Jaden and Jerah 
from the elementary school, and our current homeschool journey 
began with a third-grader, a first-grader, and a three-year-old.
 

But this time the journey started a different way. This time I 
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was armed with more realistic expectations, a plethora of book 
knowledge about homeschooling, the support of a homeschooling 
friend, and lots of prayer.

 

What were your concerns starting out?

I mentioned previously that my husband was concerned that it 
would be too overwhelming a task for me to take on. I was mainly 
concerned that I just wouldn’t have the patience to homeschool.

 

As it turns out, I’ve not had as much patience with homeschooling 
my kids as I’d have liked. But there have been many more good 
days than bad, and the longer we homeschool, the more often I 
end the day with a feeling of accomplishment.

 

As for my husband’s initial concerns about homeschooling, within 
a couple of months, he was completely supportive. Although he 
could see that every day wasn’t smooth sailing, he could also 
see that the kids were learning and that our relationships were 
deepening as a result of spending more time together. It wasn’t 
long before he was a staunch advocate of homeschooling and 
declared that our kids would never set foot back in public school. 
He was sold on homeschooling.

 

When you started, what did you know about 
homeschooling?

My only knowledge of homeschooling came from my first 
horrendous experience, in which I tried to re-create a Christian 
private school at home, and from reading a wide variety of 
books about homeschooling. I must say that reading all those 
books helped me realize that there is not just one way to 
homeschool. Those books gave me the permission I needed to 
take responsibility for my children’s education and not leave it 
to the curriculum developers.

 

The books that had the greatest impact on me were The Three 
R’s and You CAN Teach Your Child Successfully, by Dr. Ruth 
Beechick; The Ultimate Guide to Homeschooling, by Debra Bell; 
and Home Learning Year by Year: How to Design a Homeschool 
Curriculum From Preschool Through High School, by Rebecca 
Rupp.
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Did you have homeschooling friends or a homeschool 
support system, or was the concept pretty new to you?

When we started homeschooling, I had exactly one friend who 
homeschooled her children. She was a great resource to talk to 
about homeschooling, and I think that made a huge difference 
in my ability to stick with it this time.

 

We weren’t involved in a local homeschooling association until 
our second year of homeschooling, and although we didn’t 
do a lot of activities with them, the association had an online 
forum that was incredibly helpful. It allowed me to make a lot of 
connections with other homeschoolers.

 

How long have you been homeschooling?

This is our eighth year. We started when my youngest was three 
and my older two were in first and third grades. This school year 
my children are in fourth, eighth, and tenth grades. 

 

Do you follow a specific curriculum or method?
We don’t follow a particular curriculum (if you mean a boxed 
curriculum). Instead we choose curriculum one subject at a time, 
so we end up with curriculum from many different publishers.

 

One of the things I learned was that curriculum types range 
from teacher-centered—such as ABEKA, which usually requires a 
substantial amount of teacher planning and participation—all the 
way to independent—such as ACE and Switched on Schoolhouse, 
which don’t require much teacher involvement. After a couple of 
years of homeschooling, I finally figured out where my children 
and I fit best on that spectrum: almost exactly in the middle.
 

I prefer curriculum that doesn’t require a lot of planning on my 
part, but I also want to be actively involved in the lessons. That 
realization helps me choose curriculum that fit us best, and for 
most subjects we now have favorite publishers.

 

As for a specific homeschooling method, I don’t think we fit into 
any one category completely. But if I had to put a label on our 
method, it would be eclectic, leaning toward the style that is 
promoted by Dr. Beechick, which is basically “less workbook, 
more real learning.”
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Last year was our first year to use online classes for some of 
our subjects, and I was very pleased with the outcome. My two 
oldest took several classes through The Potter’s School, where 
they attended 90-minute online classes once a week for each 
course and had independent homework for the rest of the week.

 

The class setting was a good learning experience for them, and 
even though they weren’t actually sitting in a classroom, they 
did get the feel for what a group classroom is like. This year 
my two oldest are again enrolled at The Potter’s School where 
they’ll take English, science, U.S. history, and Spanish.

 

What does your typical school day look like?

On a typical school day, I wake up my children around 8 and 
they make themselves breakfast. The older two usually have 
class at 8:45, so they move off to their rooms with their laptops 
for class. I work with my youngest on her schoolwork at that 
time. Almost all her work is with me, so we sit on the couch with 
her books and read together.

 

When the older children are done with their classes, they’ll grab 
their assignment sheets and start working on their other work 
independently. When I’m done working with my youngest, I’ll 
send her off to do independent reading or something else she 
can do on her own, and I’ll work with the other kids.

 

The kids stop for a lunch break whenever they feel like it. They 
make their own lunches, too, and usually my girls make theirs 
together.

 

We have tried strict schedules where each child does particular 
assignments at specific times, but while this usually resulted 
in a few days of organized bliss, it was always short-lived. So 
instead, each child is just required to finish his or her schoolwork 
by the end of the day. But even without a schedule, the children 
tend to fall into routines of their own making.

 

As for assignment sheets, I give them a printed list at the 
beginning of each week with their daily assignments. This year 
I’m using the online Homeschool Tracker Program to make the 
assignment checkoff lists. (I had used Homeschool Tracker’s 
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software program previously and it had worked well for us.) I’ve 
already input almost all their assignments for the entire year, so 
on Sunday nights it takes only a few seconds to generate their 
weekly assignment sheets.

 

Tell me about a really exciting or successful day.

The homeschooling days that feel the most successful are actually 
the days when the regularly assigned work doesn’t get done. 
Instead, we have some sort of spontaneous discussion about a 
topic—usually prompted by one of their lessons for that day—in 
which each child actively participates. And three hours later we 
realize we’ve been doing nothing but talking and the schoolwork 
hasn’t been done!

 

Those are the days when I think the kids learn the most. No 
checklists. No curriculum. Just discussion and learning. It’s 
homeschool bliss.

 

Tell me about a day that didn’t work at all.

I can’t remember a specific event, but the days when I feel as if 
homeschooling just hasn’t worked is when I lose my patience and 
raise my voice to my kids. In retrospect, those days are usually 
when I’m not focused 100 percent on my children. Instead, 
I’m trying to finish some project for work or trying to complete 
another unrelated task. When I don’t make homeschooling my 
children the first priority of the school day, everything falls apart.
 

Have you ever thought about quitting?

I have definitely thought about quitting. Usually it’s prompted 
by an unmotivated child or an episode of academic dishonesty. 
But those thoughts of quitting are only halfhearted since I know 
the alternative to homeschooling would be having my children 
attend public school. And as bad as I feel at that time about 
homeschooling, as inadequate as I feel about my own abilities 
as a teacher, I know I’d feel even worse if I sent my kids to 
public school. I would feel as if I’m giving up on them, and they 
would be the losers. So with that in mind, I quickly get over 
my pity party, and more often than not I’m reinvigorated about 
homeschooling again.
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Are you planning to homeschool for a specific length of 
time?

We plan to homeschool each of our children through high school.

 

What do your kids like about homeschooling?

I asked my children this question and here is what they said:

• They don’t have to dress up and can even wear pajamas all 
day.

• They don’t have to deal with bullies and unruly kids in a 
classroom setting.

• They don’t have to ride a school bus.

• They get one week of vacation every six weeks.

• They can stay up late and get up later in the morning.

• They have the flexibility (to some extent) to choose when they 
complete their work during the day or even during the week.

• They like that I’m their teacher and that they have input into 
what we choose to study.

 

And my youngest says homeschooling is fun!

 

Are there things your kids don’t like about 
homeschooling?

Definitely! They don’t always like to do the actual schoolwork.
 

What about you as a parent? What are your favorite 
parts and least favorite parts of homeschooling?

My absolute least favorite part of homeschooling is trying to 
teach a child who doesn’t want to learn. My oldest child is often 
motivationally challenged when it comes to learning, so there 
are days when he actively resists learning. It’s at times like 
those that it feels as if I’m digging ditches and he’s just filling 
the dirt right back in.

 

But just like with those moments when I contemplate quitting, I 
soon realize that I can’t give up. I love my children, I want what’s 
best for them, and I know that means continuing to homeschool 
them. I refuse to give up.
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I often recall what Proverbs 22:6 says: “Train up a child in the 
way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from 
it.” I remind myself that it says “when he is old.” I may not see 
the fruits of my labor immediately. It might take a while. But I 
can’t give up doing what is right for my children, even if they 
resist.

 

How much time do you spend preparing lessons? Have 
you learned any tricks for planning better?

The curriculum we choose doesn’t require much, if any, advanced 
preparation. The only thing that takes a lot of planning is 
determining how much to do in each subject each day. This 
I can usually accomplish in a few days before the school year 
using Homeschool Tracker.

 

How has the homeschool schedule benefited or 
otherwise affected your family life?

Homeschooling, even with all its challenges, has definitely been 
a benefit for our family. I know my children better than I would 
if they went to public school, and we’re closer than I thought 
could be possible, even with my two teenagers. That in itself is 
worth all the years of homeschooling!

 

What do you see as the biggest misconception that 
people have when they think of homeschooling?

One of the biggest misconceptions people have is that we are 
sheltering our children from the real word and brainwashing 
them to think exactly like we do. This might be true for some 
families, but this is something we actively work against. We 
discuss anything and everything with our children, and we don’t 
shelter them from the realities of the world.

 

We also want them to be critical thinkers, not robots, so we 
frequently remind them they should never believe something 
just because we or someone else tells them that it’s true. They 
need to think for themselves, seek out the truth, and decide for 
themselves what to believe.

 

Are you worried about socialization?

Absolutely not. My children don’t have as many acquaintances 
and friends as many public schoolers, but they do have friends 
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and they know how to interact with people of all ages. Yes, 
a family can homeschool and produce completely unsocialized 
children, but they’d have to work really hard to do that.

 

How do you know whether you’re successful in your 
homeschooling?

While raising an educated child is often thought to be the goal 
of homeschooling, that’s not the only indicator of success in our 
home. We want our children to be responsible, lifelong learners 
and to have strong personal relationships with the Lord.

 

Why do you keep homeschooling? Is it different from 
why you started?

We keep homeschooling because we know that no one on Earth 
loves our children better than we do. For us, homeschooling 
is more than just providing a good-quality education for our 
children; we’re investing in our relationships with our children.

 

What are your concerns about homeschooling now? Are 
they different from when you started?

One of my biggest homeschooling goals is to instill a love of 
learning in my children. Since that’s a huge goal, it’s also one of 
my biggest concerns. I can’t force my children to love learning, 
and that’s a painful reality to accept.

 

If you could tell someone thinking about starting 
homeschooling one thing, what would it be?

Find some other homeschoolers to hang out with! I can’t stress 
enough how important it is to have other homeschoolers to talk 
to. They don’t even have to be local; find an online homeschool 
community and take part in the conversation. Ask questions, read 
what you can from other homeschoolers, but always take care 
not to compare yourself with other families. You are doing what 
you are doing for the love of your children. Always remember 
that and you’ll be a successful homeschooler.

 

Joy is the wife of Jeff and mom to three more J’s—
Jaden, Jerah, and Joely.

She and her husband have been homeschooling their 
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children since 2005, when their children were 3, 6, and 
8. Joy works from home as a web/graphic designer 
(http://fivejsdesign.com) and homeschool blogger 
(http://fivejs.com) and spends what little free time she 
has with her nose buried in a good book.

Joy’s motto for parenting, homeschooling, and even 
business is “Give a man a fish and you feed him for 
a day. Teach a man to fish and you feed him for a 
lifetime.” And that’s what FiveJs.com is all about—
teaching our children to “fish.”
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Megan Spires – House of the Rising 
Sons

 

“After all, we don’t want to just be doing school. We want to 
be living school.” – Megan

 

Tell me a bit about your family.

We are a Christian homeschooling family of six living in beautiful 
and often-rainy western Washington. Our four sons are 2, 4, 6 
and 8 years old. Being an “all-boy mama,” I have the awesome 
opportunity and privilege of learning how to boldly embrace all 
things boy-related every day.

 

As a family, we are all about outdoor adventure, the discovery 
of God’s creation, and creating lasting memories. We love to 
explore new trails and parks, go geocaching, camping, and 
biking, and sit around our very own campfire in the backyard 
roasting marshmallows and engaging in conversation. We 
also have a real love for all things science-related, especially 
the experimental kind. And because each day of the year is 
something to be celebrated, we seek out the lesser-known 
“holidays” and historical events and observe them. Each day is 
a gift. There’s something to rejoice in every day, whether it’s 
a famous inventor’s birthday, a national holiday celebrating a 
specific food, or the anniversary of the passage of a specific law. 
I love to hear our boys ask, “So, what are we celebrating today, 
Mom?”
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While my husband is a very talented and skilled web developer, 
he would tell you that he most loves being at home with his 
family. And while I am a writer and lover of taking pictures, it’s 
my family that inspires me to write and capture those shots that 
speak to me.

 

How and why did you decide to start homeschooling?

During the early years of our marriage, we accrued a lot of 
credit-card debt. So, four months after the birth of our first 
son, I needed to go back to work full time. With our baby being 
well taken care of during the day, we worked very hard for nine 
months and paid off the remaining balance of our debt. I will never 
forget that first day after quitting my job when I became a stay 
at home mom. Excitement about the road ahead overwhelmed 
me. I know it was also that same day that the homeschooling 
seed was planted deep within my heart.

 

I loved my new role as full-time mom. We began hearing more 
about homeschooling after the birth of our second son a year 
later. He was born with a rare craniofacial condition called Pfeiffer 
Syndrome. Along with the premature fusion of certain bones in 
his skull and other facial abnormalities, we soon learned he was 
severely hard of hearing. Our sweet son had many challenges 
ahead, but as a family we determined to face them together. 
God wouldn’t allow us to walk through something that He hadn’t 
equipped us to handle.

 

We decided to learn American Sign Language (ASL) so that 
we could all communicate effectively together. Two wonderful 
teachers came to our house every week over the course of three 
years to teach us ASL. Without my realizing it, this was family 
homeschooling. That homeschooling seed began to grow.

 

At the time, I was blessed to be involved in our church’s children’s 
ministry, and I realized just how precious a parent’s time with 
their children is. I talked to many families about their public-
school experiences and began to think about how much time 
families are separated once their kids are school age. I also 
remembered the painful memories of being separated from our 
son while I worked during that first year.
 

We want our kids to learn about their Heavenly Father and see 
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us walking out our faith daily, in all circumstances, not just in 
their “off time” from school. We want to seek God together in all 
things. It is important to us that our kids’ foundations are built 
on solid ground and that they become lifelong learners. We want 
them to be kids for as long as they can, without being forced 
to grow up too fast by social pressures. And we believe it’s our 
responsibility as parents to be the ones to teach our kids about 
the world, expose them to what’s out there, and have healthy 
conversations that lead to wisdom and a biblical worldview.

 

So, with some encouragement from friends who had already 
homeschooled and our strong conviction that this was the right 
path for our family, we made the decision to teach our kids at 
home and have never regretted it.

 

What were your concerns starting out?

After we made the decision to homeschool, I began scouring the 
web for information and resources. Even though we knew it was 
the right choice for us, I worried at times that I wouldn’t have 
what it took to be the kind of teacher my boys needed. I was 
concerned about what curriculum we would use and how much 
it would cost. And in those early days, I even feared I wouldn’t 
be able to provide enough socialization for them.

 

I was not homeschooled growing up, so this was brand-new 
for me. Outwardly, I was optimistic and positive about life as 
a homeschooling family, but underneath I still worried about 
how I would manage our home, take care of everyone’s needs, 
and teach lessons all in one day, every day. Over time and with 
lots of encouragement from other, more seasoned homeschool 
families and friends, my overarching fears dissolved.

 

When you started, what did you know about 
homeschooling?

When we began homeschooling, we knew absolutely nothing 
about our state laws, how we would structure our days, or what 
we would teach when. We were riding solely on our beliefs and 
confidence that this was the right choice for us.
 

One of the many things I’ve learned about homeschooling 
families is their love for finding and clumping themselves 
together with others on the same journey. This is a good thing 
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and something I am so grateful for. We quickly sought out several 
other homeschooling families and formed our own little unofficial 
weekly co-op group. What a difference this made.

 

How long have you been homeschooling?

We started officially homeschooling when our oldest son was 
only 3 and our second-born was just 1. Back then we spent 
our days reading, playing and living with purpose. As often as 
possible, we treated each moment as a learning opportunity. 
Whether we were cooking in the kitchen, cleaning up our toys, 
playing dress-up, reading books, folding laundry or going for a 
walk, we believed it was all part of their education from a very 
young age.

 

Do you follow a specific curriculum or method?
We fell in love with the unit-study approach to homeschooling 
before we even knew what a unit study was. We’d spend hours 
at the library choosing books of all kinds and, once home, realize 
that many of our books followed a particular theme. Then, with 
curious minds, we’d do further research online, throw together 
some fun crafts and activities, find a movie or an educational 
show that fit the theme and plan a related field trip.
 

Today we still follow the same method, building and creating our 
lessons around unit studies and learning about a single topic 
from many angles. With four kids at different levels and diverse 
learning styles, this approach to learning has always worked 
best for us. And studying one whole topic together allows us to 
take our time as we pursue our passions and interests, thereby 
encouraging their love of learning.

 

What does your typical school day look like?

Each year our homeschooling days look a little different from 
the previous year’s. But as we’ve grown—our boys in age and 
us in wisdom—we realize that homeschooling is a lifestyle. It 
is a culture to embrace in order to fully grasp all its amazing 
benefits. When we started homeschooling, I was ambitious 
about putting together a schedule that I wanted us to follow. I 
found all kinds of great resources on the subject and thought 
they would work perfectly for our boys. Again, I fell back on 
what I already knew—the public-school way of doing things. So 
I tried and tried to enforce a structured schedule. In the end, 
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what I find works best is a more relaxed and flexible school day. 
As the kids get older and the number of activities increases, I do 
put together a daily chart, listing our lessons and plans for the 
day but leaving room for flexibility when life just happens. After 
all, we don’t want to just be doing school. We want to be living 
school.

 

Tell me about a really exciting or successful day.

A really successful day for us always begins with me giving the 
first part of my day, even five minutes, to God. As most moms 
know, this isn’t always an easy thing to do, but it is so important 
and can be done. The Lord honors our efforts in seeking Him 
first in all things. I have found that when I do, our days start 
on the right foot, and even when struggles arise, my heart is in 
a much better place and better able to handle whatever comes 
our way.

 

If my heart is in the right place to begin with, I am also better 
able to really embrace all that we are doing and rest in it. I can 
laugh at the little things, find joy in the ordinary, recognize the 
teachable moments, praise good efforts, rejoice in the victories, 
offer more grace, and lovingly be the mom and teacher that I 
am called to be.

 

My boys get really excited when they see their mom being 
adventurous, creative, and funny while living school with 
unbridled passion.

 

What was your best field trip?
One of our best field trips ever was a personal tour of an alpaca 
farm. We had been learning about alpacas and heard there was 
a homeschooling family nearby who raised them. When we 
arrived, a woman and her 15-year-old son greeted us warmly. 
I was so intrigued by this family. They had four children, one in 
college, one about to finish highschool and two younger children 
being homeschooled. I’ll never forget the advice I left there with: 
“Just focus on giving your children rich experiences and great 
literature to read.”

That day as we left the alpaca farm, I couldn’t help but think of 
how grateful I was to have met another homeschooling family 
who so selflessly shared their knowledge and experiences with 
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us. We learned a lot that day.

Your favorite project?

One of the best things about homeschooling is the ability to 
try new things. One year we decided to take an online cooking 
class and tie it into our lessons that month. So for a month, we 
logged in once a week and learned how to cook five recipes from 
another homeschooling family. It was so much fun to enjoy this 
class together.

 

Tell me about a day that didn’t work at all.

There was one day in particular that stands out in my mind as 
being one of the worst days ever. I had spent the night before 
planning special projects and activities for our day. I was really 
pleased with our plans and hoped it would be an especially great 
day for all of us.

 

As our boys woke up one by one, I greeted them with hugs and 
smiles. Today was going to be a great day. Then suddenly, out 
of nowhere, the mood changed. And like a tornado, everything 
and everyone began spinning out of control. The older boys 
were bickering and our younger two were crying. No one would 
eat what I had made them for breakfast, messes were created 
and left every other second, there was fighting, complaining, 
discontent, and arguing. And my lesson plans for the day quickly 
unraveled, as did I. I was a defeated mess. Even my attempts to 
get everyone ready to just leave and seek a change of scenery 
were foiled.

 

Sobbing, I called my friend, who prayed for me over the phone 
and encouraged me to gather my boys and pray with them. She 
is also a homeschool mom of four sweet kids and could relate 
on every level about the kind of day we were having. After we 
ended our short conversation, I did just what she’d encouraged 
me to do. I gathered my boys and we prayed for God’s help, 
His leading, His wisdom, and His forgiveness for how we had 
treated one another that day. When I finally realized that I hadn’t 
prayed at all that day until that moment, I knew that had been 
my first mistake of the day. And from that moment on, our day 
was redeemed and God answered our prayers. What lessons we 
learned together that day and on so many other days.
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Are you planning to homeschool for a specific length of 
time?

We are praying it’s God’s will for us to homeschool all the way 
through the high school years.

 

What do your kids like about homeschooling?

If you asked my boys what they like about homeschooling, 
they would tell you they enjoy going to the library and choosing 
100 books at a time to use in our lessons, going on impromptu 
field trips, and the fact that we can be flexible about when we 
have school time. They would tell you that they love science 
experiments, exploring the outdoors with friends while studying 
plant life and bugs together, being able to save fun activities for 
evenings and weekends when Dad is home, and that being able 
to do their schoolwork outside or on the couch is better than 
sitting at a desk. And they would tell you that they are thankful 
that we get to be together every day.

 

Are there things your kids don’t like about 
homeschooling?

When I asked my boys if there’s anything they’d change about 
homeschooling, they came up with a list of three things: more 
science experiments, more field trips, and summer school. I love 
it. This helps me in our planning for next year.

 

What about you as a parent? What are your favorite 
parts about homeschooling, and what parts do you 
struggle with?

Top 20 reasons I love homeschooling our children:

• We can tailor each child’s education to his learning style and 
interests.

• Life is school. Instead of always learning about something, 
my kids have the opportunity to do and experience the very 
things they are learning about.

• We can be flexible with our days according to the circumstances 
of the day.

• We get to be involved in and experience the joy of watching 
our sons learn to read.

• If we’re having a tough day, we can abandon ship and do 
something else.
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• Even a day off is a day of learning.

• I adore messy science experiments and adding biblical truths 
to them.

• Homeschooling gives our boys the opportunity to build stronger 
family relationships with us and each other.

• We can use whatever curriculum, methods, means and 
resources we deem valuable to our family.

• We can include grandparents in our lessons and activities 
when they come to visit.

• We can do our schoolwork anywhere we choose to.

• We can go to the park and take field trips during the day when 
most kids are at school.

• Because school is life, character-training opportunities abound.

• We get the majority of our learning resources from our library 
for free!

• I love to see our kids have that “aha” moment when they finally 
understand something they’ve been learning. It’s priceless.

• We get to learn everything our kids are learning.

• We get to pray together whenever we want to—at the kitchen 
table, in the car, at the park, anywhere.

• Costumes! We wear them whenever we feel like it.

• We get to be the ones they come to for all those important 
questions, and equally important, we are the ones who answer 
those questions.

• We get to seek God every day as we live and learn together. 
God created our children, and therefore we desire to educate 
them for Him and in the way He is calling us to.

 

Top 10 things that bother me about homeschooling:

• At times I lose my mind, and my expectations of what 
homeschooling should look like become unrealistic.

• Sometimes I forget that my children each learn a bit differently 
from one another, and I try to fit them all into a neat little box.

• When lesson planning, I sometimes forget my plans are 
just that—my plans. Sometimes they don’t work out, and 
that’s okay. The day does not have to be ruined. Flexibility is 
something we all need to learn.

• I sometimes forget to include my boys’ interests in our lessons 
when I am thinking too academically. Remembering to include 
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their interests always makes for deeper learning.

• It’s okay that we don’t have a designated schoolroom. School 
happens wherever we are anyway.

• I can become overwhelmed with all the incredibly amazing 
curriculum choices available to homeschoolers. If I’m not 
careful, fear can get the better of me and cause me to feel 
paralyzed. It’s all right to choose and then change our minds 
if something doesn’t work out. This is part of the beauty of 
homeschooling.

• I sometimes forget not to compare our family with another 
homeschooling family. Every family is different. No two children 
are the same, and what works for one family may not work 
for another. 

• Sometimes I forget that homeschooling is a way of life. 
Everything we do is a part of learning and isn’t separate from 
the rest of our life. I need to remember this and embrace it.

• When I am having a rough day, I sometimes forget that 
academics are important but that sometimes other things take 
precedence. Sibling relationships, character development, 
learning how to fold laundry, exploring the outdoors together, 
helping others and spending time with grandparents are all so 
important.

• When life happens and we need to take an unplanned break 
from our usual school routines, again, it’s okay. Our children 
will still learn something every day just through living.

 

How much time do you spend preparing lessons? Have 
you learned any tricks for planning better?

I typically spend my summer months outlining our school-year 
plans. Because we enjoy a unit-study approach, I take into 
consideration all the traditional holidays and the seasons, as we 
like to include them somehow in our studies. Then I take a look 
at the list of interests I compiled for each of my boys throughout 
the previous year and go to work highlighting the unit studies 
we want to tackle over the next nine months.

 

Once I have an outline of what studies we’ll do when, I begin 
gathering resources online and creating book lists. Then I create 
a folder for each unit to hold everything related to that study.

 

A few days before each unit study, I print any needed materials 
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and assemble all the resources necessary for each unit. This 
takes only an hour or two if I’ve already done the prep work of 
writing down what we’ll need. We recently adopted the Workbox 
System, created by Sue Patrick, and modified it to fit our family’s 
needs. Each of our sons has a school drawer that I fill with their 
needed schoolwork and supplies each night before heading to 
bed. We love this system, as it helps us to stay organized and 
encourage independence for each of our sons. I typically spend 
only an hour or less each night filling the boys’ drawers and 
planning for the next day.

 

How has the homeschool schedule benefited or 
otherwise affected your family life?

Whenever someone asks me if I am prepared for our next school 
year, I think in terms of the physical tasks at hand. Have we 
ordered our curriculum? Do we have our school supplies? Have I 
filled out our annual lesson planner? Are we organized at home?
 

But there are two things that, for our family, need to come 
before anything else: a heart prepared for homeschooling and 
the willingness to accept and embrace anything that may come 
our way in the process. They really go hand in hand. As I’ve said 
before, life happens. And when it does, we can either treat it as 
an obstacle to the plans and ideals we hold in our own minds or 
choose to accept the fact that the preparation of our hearts and 
minds needs to reflect the idea that whatever lies ahead is part 
of His plan. We need to embrace it and not allow it to defeat us 
when our plans are thrown for a loop.

 

Having a flexible homeschool schedule where we adopt the life-
is-school mentality has been our saving grace. There’s nothing 
like adding an infant or a toddler to the mix to really wreak 
havoc on a schedule that is set in stone. When a family member 
passes away and you need to spend time with extended family 
mourning the loss, this is certainly something that warrants a 
pause in the normal routine of things. Or when a child has multiple 
surgeries and hospital appointments, the rest of life just kind 
of gets put on hold. And even when everyone gets sick and a 
couple of weeks go by without any academic progress, it’s okay. 
It’s more than okay, actually. These are circumstances that are 
not foreign to us. Being able to be flexible as life happens has 
always served us well. We’ve learned that, more than anything, 
we have to make sure we aren’t tied to our schedule so that 
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if one of these situations were to occur, we could adjust and 
accept plan B or even C.

 

What do you see as the biggest misconception that 
people have when they think of homeschooling?

Without a doubt, the biggest misconception I see plaguing 
people’s thoughts about homeschoolers is that they won’t get 
enough socialization.

 

Are you worried about socialization? Why or why not?

We know that many people wonder whether homeschooled 
children are properly socialized, considering that they aren’t 
being educated in a traditional school setting with a group of 
peers. We actually find the opposite to be true and don’t worry 
at all about the world’s common view of socialization.

 

Homeschooled kids typically have more opportunities to socialize 
with others of all ages than non-homeschooled kids. For instance, 
every time we go to the grocery store, the library, or karate 
classes, meet with our homeschool co-op, grandparents, or 
friends, or go on field trips, we’re socializing. And the beauty 
of it is that because our children aren’t sitting in a conventional 
classroom, forced to socialize only with a group of their peers, 
they are learning how to interact and carry on meaningful 
conversations with people of all ages.

 

How do you know whether you’re successful in your 
homeschooling?

When we started homeschooling, I still operated under the 
assumption that successful homeschooling meant our kids would 
do well academically and maybe someday go to college. It’s not 
that we don’t hope our sons will do well. We do. However, using 
test scores and completed assignments as the measuring stick 
for how well we’re doing in our home-educating would defeat the 
purpose of homeschooling. This method of measuring success 
is so worldly and exactly how the traditional school system 
measures success.

 

As parents and teachers to our sons, we want so much for them. 
We hope and pray they will have bright futures filled with much 
love and joy. But the success we wish for them isn’t really up 
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to us. We can help prepare them by leading and guiding them 
along the way for whatever lies ahead. But for now we see 
success when our sons’ spirits are teachable, when they listen 
and make more right choices than bad, when they lovingly help 
one another and show compassion toward others, and when 
they turn toward God and accept Him. Their hearts are what are 
most important, and ultimately the true measure is found in the 
kind of lives they live.

 

Yes, when all is said and done, we want our sons to have had a 
well-rounded education, but more important, we hope they will 
have a never-ending love of learning, a Biblical worldview, and 
the desire to live effectively for Christ.

 

How often does the homeschool day go as planned?

Our homeschooling days go as planned about half the time. And 
that is why it’s so important to be flexible in your scheduling, 
especially when you have younger children.

 

Why do you keep homeschooling? Is it different from 
why you started?

We continue to homeschool our sons because each one of 
them was created with a unique God-given purpose. We tell 
them all the time how excited we are to someday find out what 
God’s big plans are for them. One of the greatest blessings of 
homeschooling is the ability to come alongside each one of our 
sons to help them discover God’s big plans and purposes for 
their lives.

 

If you could tell someone thinking about starting 
homeschooling one thing, what would it be?

Embrace the journey that leads more and more toward a lifestyle 
of homeschooling instead of just bringing school home. And 
understand that, especially in the beginning, your homeschooling 
will undergo many changes as you learn what works best for you 
and your kids. It is entirely normal for each year to look very 
different from the last as you learn and grow.

 

Megan and her amazing husband and their four young 
sons live in Washington state. As often as possible, 
she and her boys spend their time away from the 
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table, learning with a very hands-on approach. They 
love unit studies, science experiments, great books, 
and especially the outdoors. Megan enjoys reading, 
creating unit studies, sharing her faith in God, writing 
about what matters, taking pictures of her family 
playing together outside, and even getting messy with 
her boys. She writes about all this and more at House 
of the Rising Sons. She can also be found on Facebook 
and Twitter.
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Toni Anderson – The Happy 
Housewife

 

“Once, we arrived at just the right time and my kids were able 
to help fire the cannon at Yorktown. It was a very memorable 

experience.” – Toni
 

Tell me a bit about your family.

I have seven kids and live in Jacksonville, Florida. My husband 
has been in the Navy for 24 years, so we move frequently. I 
work part time for Savings.com and run two websites. When I’m 
not working or homeschooling, I love to go to the gym.

 

How and why did you decide to start homeschooling?

I decided to homeschool when our daughter was in the middle 
of first grade. We were dissatisfied with the education she was 
receiving at the public school and couldn’t afford private school. I 
knew nothing about homeschooling, but I did have a few friends 
who homeschooled their children.

 

What were your concerns starting out?

I didn’t really have any concerns, because I knew so little about 
homeschooling. Since our daughter was only 6, I figured I 
couldn’t mess things up too badly our first year.
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When you started, what did you know about 
homeschooling?

I didn’t know anything about homeschooling when we started. 
I borrowed curriculum from my friend and dove in. I did join a 
homeschool support group because the whole concept was so 
new to me.

 

How long have you been homeschooling?

12 years

 

Do you follow a specific curriculum or method?
I think I’ve used most curriculum and methods out there. My 
children are all so different, and what worked for one child 
usually didn’t work for the next one. My favorite year was when 
my oldest kids were in first and third grades. We did the Weaver 
curriculum. It was so hands-on and so much fun. They still 
remember the projects we made during that year.

 

What does your typical school day look like?

I usually wake up early and work before the kids get up. None 
of my kids are early birds, so I had to make a rule that everyone 
is in the kitchen by 8:15 or they miss breakfast. We try to start 
by 9. One of my older kids watches the toddler while I do Bible, 
science, and history with my four elementary/middle school kids, 
and then everyone takes turns working with me for the rest of 
the morning. We usually finish school by early afternoon.
 

Tell me about a really exciting or successful day.

My most exciting days are when the toddler doesn’t get into too 
much trouble. Those days are the most productive. We actually 
get things done instead of chasing after a three-year-old all day!

 

What was your best field trip?
Every year we go to Colonial Williamsburg for three or four days. 
My kids love visiting Yorktown, Jamestown, and Williamsburg. 
History really comes alive at these historical places. Once, we 
arrived at just the right time and my kids were able to help fire 
the cannon at Yorktown. It was a very memorable experience.
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Your favorite project?

My favorite project was the timeline we made the year we did 
“Mystery of History.” My kids loved making the people to go on the 
timeline, and it really helped them remember what happened. 
That was nine years ago and we still have that timeline!

 

Tell me about a day that didn’t work at all.

While we lived in Virginia, my husband was out to sea and five of 
the six kids got the flu or strep throat or both. We spent almost 
the entire week at the doctor’s office or pharmacy. We were 
already behind due to a recent move, and the sick kids just made 
it worse. I tried to do school with the kids who were healthy, but 
the sick ones needed me and we couldn’t get anything done. I 
finally gave up and put on a movie.
 

Are there specific challenges you face with 
homeschooling?

I have two children with learning disabilities. I have spent a 
significant amount of extra time helping them overcome their 
challenges, which leaves less time for my kids who can work 
more independently. It is always hard to find a balance and 
make sure they’re all getting what they need.

 

Have you ever thought about quitting?

Yes, and I did. When I had my fourth baby, I didn’t think I could 
homeschool the two older children when I had two kids under 
2. I put the older two kids in public school. It lasted six weeks 
before I brought them home and never looked back.

 

Are you planning to homeschool for a specific length of 
time?

I always say that we take it year by year. At this time, I have 
no plans for my children to go to public or private school, but 
I’ve realized after 12 years that you never know what God has 
planned for your family.

 

What do your kids like about homeschooling?

They love the flexibility, sleeping in, the lack of homework, field 
trips with just our family, and spending time at home.
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Are there things your kids don’t like about 
homeschooling?

Probably the same things they wouldn’t like about public-school 
math.

 

What about you as a parent? What are your favorite 
parts and least favorite parts of homeschooling?

My favorite part about homeschooling is watching my kids “get” 
a concept. It is so neat to see them finally put all the letters 
together and read for the first time. My least favorite part is 
record-keeping. I understand the reason for it, but I wish I could 
spend that time on fun projects and activities with the kids.

 

How much time do you spend preparing lessons? Have 
you learned any tricks for planning better?

I usually take a weekend before our school year begins to get 
organized and create a framework for the year. Then I plan 
weekly, usually on Sunday nights. It takes me 30 to 45 minutes.

 

How has the homeschool schedule benefited or 
otherwise affected your family life?

It has definitely benefited our family. With our frequent moves, 
our children would have changed schools almost every year. 
Homeschooling has been one of the few stable parts of their 
lives.

 

What do you see as the biggest misconception that 
people have when they think of homeschooling?

Definitely socialization. I find it funny when people who know 
I have seven children ask if the kids get to interact with other 
children. Even if we never left the house, they’d always have six 
other playmates. But we do leave the house, and my kids have 
more friends than I can keep up with.

 

Are you worried about socialization? Why or why not?

No. Homeschooling has given my children so many opportunities 
they wouldn’t have been able to take advantage of if they were 
in school eight hours a day. They’ve participated in sports, co-
ops, special field trips and tours, as well as local events.
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How do you know whether you’re successful in your 
homeschooling?

I want my kids to love to learn. Our oldest daughter just graduated 
and is headed off to college. Yes, graduating and getting into a 
good school is a sign of success, but I’m more pleased with the 
fact that she loves to learn and is always seeking out knowledge, 
even when she isn’t in school.

 

How often does the homeschool day go as planned?

Never. Not once.

 

Why do you keep homeschooling? Is it different from 
why you started?

When I started, I was dissatisfied with the local school system. 
Now it has become a way of life. We live in an excellent school 
district, and I’m sure my children would get a great education at 
our neighborhood school, but they’d rather be at home.

 

What are your concerns about homeschooling now? Are 
they different from when you started?

Now that I’ve had one child go from first grade to graduation, 
I don’t really have many concerns. My biggest concern is that I 
don’t burn out. When I’m done, I’ll have homeschooled for 28 
years. That seems like a long time!

 

If you could tell someone thinking about starting 
homeschooling one thing, what would it be?

Relax! The times I’ve felt the most overwhelmed were when I 
was trying to be all things to all people. You can’t do it all. This 
year I hired a housecleaner to clean once a week. We could 
afford it and it took one thing off my to-do list. Don’t look at 
what everyone else is doing and think you have to do it all, too. 
If you are overwhelmed, just stick with the basics. Eventually, 
you’ll have time to cover more subjects, but it doesn’t have to 
be every day of every year.

 

 

Toni is the founder of TheHappyHousewife.com, co-
founder of SavvyBlogging.net, and a consultant for 
Savings.com. When she isn’t helping others become 
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better managers of their homes, she loves spending 
time with her family, homeschooling her kids, and 
exercising.
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Mandi Ehman – Life. Your Way
 

“Learning to add two-digit numbers is important, and I 
certainly want them to progress through the curriculum, but 
homeschooling for me is more about laying a foundation for 

them to become lifelong learners, so I look for signs that that’s 
happening.” – Mandi

 

Tell me a bit about your family.

We have four daughters from the ages of 3 to 8. Although my 
husband and I were both born and raised in the metropolitan 
Washington, D.C., area, we settled in rural West Virginia, where 
we have our own little slice of heaven, perfect for raising a family. 
I am a full-time blogger, working from home, and my husband is 
a stay-at-home dad.

 

How and why did you decide to start homeschooling?

I knew I wanted to homeschool from the time I was 16. I had a 
fairly eclectic education myself (Montessori, public, private and 
homeschool), and I wanted to give my kids a rigorous education 
with all the joy and wonder that Montessori offers—which I hadn’t 
found anywhere else—at home, where we could learn together.

 

When you started, what did you know about 
homeschooling?

Before I actually had kids, I started researching homeschooling 
(yes, I’m one of those people). I ran a home day care at that 
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time, and I used Sonlight curriculum as part of the day care. 
Through that purchase, I joined the Sonlight forums, and I 
really developed a lot of great relationships with experienced 
homeschoolers. I learned so much from those women in the 
three or four years that I participated on the forums, and I’ve 
carried those lessons with me.

 

When we began actually homeschooling our girls, I didn’t have 
a very strong support system, and we really started feeling 
the lack of that support and community. It was something we 
intentionally sought out the year that our oldest daughter was 
6, and I’m thankful now that we are part of a really strong and 
diverse homeschool community.

 

How long have you been homeschooling?

This will be our fourth “official” year of homeschooling.
 

Do you follow a specific curriculum or method?
If I were forced to choose one method to describe our educational 
philosophy, it would be classical. I strongly believe in the tenets 
of classical education: that subjects should be taught in relation 
to each other and not in isolation (and, in Christian classical 
education, in relation to God as well), that the three stages of 
the trivium (grammar, dialectic, and rhetoric) should fit children’s 
natural development, that learning should happen through 
language, and that it’s more important for children to master 
the core material than to be exposed to everything under the 
sun.

 

That said, I always joke that we combine classical with unschooling, 
and you probably couldn’t find two other philosophies that are 
more opposite. While we believe in rigorous academics and do a 
lot of memory and drill work during school time, we also leave a 
lot of unstructured time for our kids to explore their own interests 
and just play.

 

What does your typical school day look like?

I’m not sure we have a typical day. We definitely have an ideal 
day, but whether we’ve ever actually had a day follow that plan, 
I can’t say for sure.
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Our mealtimes and an afternoon quiet time are scheduled, and 
that’s about it. We tend to do school in chunks rather than all at 
once, so at various points in the day we’ll call the girls together 
to do a certain chunk of school, which is generally broken up in 
the following way:

• reading and math

• read-alouds as a family

• history, language arts and/or science

• memory work

 

Despite our best efforts, we haven’t found a schedule we love 
enough to follow consistently, and I’ve found that trying to stick 
to a specific schedule (which rarely takes into account all the 
variables of our day, such as the girls’ being engrossed in a 
project or a fire for me to put out at work) is more stressful than 
it’s worth. For us, it’s more effective to just set a goal of getting 
everything done, whenever it may happen.

 

And yes, we’ve ended up doing school in the evening more than 
once, but those are actually some of my favorite days!

 

What was your best field trip?
Our favorite field trip is an annual trip to Camp Highroads, a 
Christian adventure camp in Virginia. We spend the day hiking, 
doing trail studies, learning about foraging and wildlife, and 
more. It really is the highlight of our year!

 

Tell me about a day that didn’t work at all.

The days when I try to make everybody sit down and do 
everything at once for three hours straight never go well. I’m 
sure part of that is because that’s not how we do it most of the 
time, so they’re simply not accustomed to it, but I even find 
myself getting antsy and distracted, so we don’t really even 
attempt it anymore.

 

Are there specific challenges you face with 
homeschooling?

Because I am self-employed and also the one who is most 
passionate about homeschooling (although my husband is very 
supportive and certainly does his part), juggling both of those 
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responsibilities can be a struggle. I’ve had to consciously make 
changes to my work schedule and delegate some of the projects 
on my to-do list—and learn to turn off that part of my brain 
during school time—in order to prioritize school.

 

I have no doubt that it will be an ongoing challenge for as long as 
we homeschool, but they’re challenges I try to embrace because 
it means I get the awesome privilege of running a business I 
love and also homeschooling my daughters.

 

Have you ever thought about quitting?

I think about quitting often, but I’ve thought about it seriously 
only once or twice. When I think about quitting, it’s because 
I’ve stretched myself too thin and I’m either stressed out about 
trying to get the work done that I need to get done or feeling 
guilty about not doing enough with the girls because of that 
work.

 

Because we built our home with the commitment that we would 
homeschool (due to the poor school district), quitting isn’t really 
an option for us, so I use those moments as motivation to step 
back and reevaluate what’s on my plate and look for ways to 
better juggle it.

 

Are you planning to homeschool for a specific length of 
time?

Our plan is to homeschool through high school. As I mentioned 
above, we live in a poor school district without a lot of great 
choices, but we also love the classical model in general and 
the Classical Conversations program specifically, so—barring 
unforeseen circumstances—we plan to go all the way.

 

What do your kids like about homeschooling?

My kids are still young, so they’re not excited that they’re learning 
how to learn or that they’re receiving a good-quality classical 
education (although I hope that one day they will consider those 
benefits of homeschooling). For them, the benefits are having 
lots of play time every day (since school takes us only two to 
three hours tops), being able to learn more about the things 
that interest them, and being home with their family.
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Are there things your kids don’t like about 
homeschooling?

My oldest is going through an “I don’t like school” phase, although 
what she really means is she doesn’t like doing the things that 
don’t come easily to her. I think that if they were able to put it 
into words, they’d say that they don’t like when I’m inconsistent 
about schooling, because then they don’t know what to expect, 
and that’s something we’ve been working on this year.

 

What about you as a parent? What are your favorite 
parts and least favorite parts of homeschooling?

I love the “aha” moments! There’s nothing better than when they 
read their first word or make a connection between two pieces 
of information on their own. I love sharing in their wonder and 
getting excited together about the new things we learn.

 

I don’t like having to be always “on” as the main teacher. It’d 
be nice to let someone else worry about whether the kids are 
progressing in math or on track in reading and struggle through 
those harder subject areas, but at the end of the day, I think 
working through those things makes me a better mom. Being 
together all the time is the biggest blessing and the biggest 
drawback, but I think it will make us stronger in the end.

 

How much time do you spend preparing lessons? Have 
you learned any tricks for planning better?

I don’t spend much time at all, at least not on a weekly basis. 
I’ve stopped trying to schedule my week in advance, because it 
never goes as planned and I get stressed out trying to check off 
the boxes. Instead, I just glance through our upcoming lessons 
(which we do pretty much out of the box) and collect any relevant 
books, project supplies, etc.

 

When I try to really plan things out, I end up getting more 
frustrated when things don’t go according to plan! Instead, I 
plan for each quarter, setting goals for how much we’ll get done 
and getting an idea of what projects we’ll do. Then I just go with 
the flow on a week-to-week and day-to-day basis.
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How has the homeschool schedule benefited or 
otherwise affected your family life?

We love the flexibility that homeschooling gives our family—to 
travel, to spend time together, and to watch our kids enjoy a 
fairly idyllic childhood.

 

Are you worried about socialization? Why or why not?

I know we fight back against this stereotype as homeschoolers, 
and I can honestly say I’m not worried about socialization now, 
but there was a time when we found ourselves unintentionally 
isolated and it was a real concern. To overcome that, we had 
to seek out opportunities for our girls to interact not just with 
adults but also with other kids, since we live in a rural area and 
don’t have any children in our neighborhood.

 

However, we’re now part of a Classical Conversations community 
that really has become like a large extended family, and we’ve 
been connecting with homeschoolers through other groups as 
well. I’m thankful their socialization includes times with kids 
and adults, friends and strangers, and I really don’t have any 
concerns about it anymore.

 

How do you know whether you’re successful in your 
homeschooling?

I believe there’s value in evaluating our kids’ progress through 
standardized tests, just to get a picture of how they measure 
up to that benchmark, but my actual criteria for measuring our 
success as homeschoolers is a lot more subjective. I tend to 
measure it based on how excited they are about learning in 
general (not just during school time but as they go about their 
daily lives) and how they’re making connections among various 
subjects and things people say.

 

Learning to add two-digit numbers is important, and I certainly 
want them to progress through the curriculum, but homeschooling 
for me is more about laying a foundation for them to become 
lifelong learners, so I look for signs that that’s happening.

 

If you could tell someone thinking about starting 
homeschooling one thing, what would it be?

If I could give someone one piece of advice, it would be to 
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look at your homeschooling journey as just that—a journey. You 
don’t need to jump in and have the “perfect” year the first year. 
There’s plenty of time to course-correct and make changes as 
you go.

 

That’s not an excuse to be lazy and let your kids’ academics 
suffer because “there’s always next year.” It’s just a realistic 
view as you compare what you’re doing with what other people 
are doing and notice holes in your lessons.

 

Reevaluating as you go is healthy, but look at it as an opportunity 
to do better and put new ideas into practice, not as a reason to 
get discouraged!

 

Mandi Ehman lives in wild, wonderful West Virginia 
with her husband of 10 years and four beautiful, 
spunky little girls. As a full-time work-at-home, 
homeschooling mom, she runs Life Your Way, a site that 
blends intentional and creative living, and Jungle Deals 
& Steals, where it’s all Amazon all the time. Find her 
on Facebook, Pinterest, or Instagram.
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Danielle Zigmont – Organizational 
Hysteria

 

“It was a reminder to me that as homeschoolers, we have the 
amazing opportunity to creatively expose our kids to the stuff 
of life and hands-on learning each and every day. And when 
learning is more of an experience than a chore, it sticks!” – 

Danielle

 

Tell me a bit about your family.

My husband and I were high school sweethearts and had our first 
baby when we were just 18. We have three kids now, all boys, 
and are praying about adding to our family through adoption. 
We live outside a very small town in Montana, right on the banks 
of a beautiful river near Yellowstone National Park. My husband, 
Nate, is a power-plant operator, and we have the unique privilege 
of living right where he works. His plant also happens to be in a 
very secluded area, and if we hadn’t already been homeschooling 
when he took this job, I would have had serious concerns about 
getting the boys to school each day, especially in the winter! 
Our family enjoys hiking, camping, spending time on the lake, 
playing games, and generally just getting out and experiencing 
new things. Nate and the boys could spend all their free time 
fishing, and that gives me a few quiet moments to myself to 
settle in and read, my favorite pastime!

 

How and why did you decide to start homeschooling?

Before my oldest son started kindergarten, I had never once 
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considered homeschooling. I didn’t have any bad opinions of 
it; I just hadn’t ever given it any thought. I always figured the 
only educational choice I had to make was “public or private?” 
Homeschooling? It wasn’t even in my vocabulary. So Caleb 
started kindergarten, and it never quite sat right with me. I 
didn’t like some of the personality quirks he took on. I was 
uncomfortable not having any idea what he did during school 
hours, and it made me sad to send him off for so many hours 
each day.

 

During this same year, I was blessed to be involved with a small 
group of ladies who were doing a book study together. Three of 
the women were seasoned homeschool moms, and two were 
just starting out on their homeschool journeys. Only one other 
girl was in the public-school camp with me. They never tried to 
“convert” me or influence me at all, but I got to know them, and 
it was impossible not to be influenced. I got to see their hearts 
for their families; I saw how well they knew their kids and how 
close they were to them. I saw women living the kind of God-
honoring lives I wanted for myself.

 

I’m convinced the Lord brought me to this group of women to 
plant the seed of homeschooling, and my dissatisfaction with my 
son’s public-school experience made for fertile soil in my mind 
and my heart. The conditions were right, and homeschooling 
grew into a passion and a deep conviction. Nate was hesitant 
at first; he hadn’t ever given homeschooling a thought either, 
and he had a hard time conceiving that we would ever be able 
to take our sons’ education into our own hands. So we read, we 
researched, we talked, and we prayed, and the longer we took, 
the clearer it was that God was leading us to take the plunge. 
We would be a homeschooling family.

 

What were your concerns starting out?

My concerns were mostly about what other people would think. 
I obviously wasn’t raised knowing much about homeschooling, 
and because it seemed to go against the grain in my family, I 
was mostly concerned about judgment from those around me. 
My husband was worried we wouldn’t have the tools to teach 
them enough, and we both had a moment of mourning for the 
“traditional” things they would miss out on by not being in a 
public school.
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How long have you been homeschooling?

2012-13 will be our fifth year.
 

Do you follow a specific curriculum or method?
I guess you could call us eclectic because we don’t really fit 
into any one category, but I have loved unit studies from the 
start, and we’ve always used a curriculum that utilized that style 
of learning (Konos, The Weaver, and most recently My Father’s 
World). I like that I have to teach only one topic or time period at 
a time and can work with all three boys together for the majority 
of the school day. They do work depending on their age/ability 
and some activities are specific to grade level, but the themes 
are the same. Unit studies are well suited to my teaching style, 
and we’re learning the same things as a family, so it makes for 
great conversations, trips, reading, and memories!

 

What does your typical school day look like?

• 7 to 8 a.m.: wake up

• 8 to 9: morning chores, breakfast, cleanup

• 9 to 9:30: Older boys start their math independently. Mom 
works with youngest.

• 9:30 to noon: studies downstairs with everyone

• (My boys are all still pretty young, and we are usually done 
with the curriculum part of school by lunchtime.)

• Noon to 1 p.m.: lunch, cleanup, free time

• 1 to 2: Mom’s exercise time, quiet time for boys (reading, 
activity books, Legos, naptime once every millennium, or any 
independent schoolwork that may be left for my oldest boy)

• 2 to 3: afternoon chores and cleanup for boys, shower for me

• 3 to 4: dinner prep for me, outside play for boys

Nate is usually home from work at 3:30. He is our resident 
science teacher, and if we have experiments or activities to do 
for science, we will sometimes save them until that time for him. 
He loves it, I don’t. It’s perfect!

From 4 on is family time. We’ll eat dinner around 5:30 or 6, and 
then we might read together, play games, do activities outside, 
make sure chores are done and the house is clean for the next 
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day, watch a bit of TV, or take part in whatever else the day brings. 
All three of our boys share a room, so we have their bedtimes 
staggered to avoid as much arguing/wrestling/talking/playing 
at bedtime as possible. They are allowed to read in bed for a bit 
with their book lights but aren’t allowed to disturb whoever may 
actually want to sleep at bedtime.

 

This schedule is perfect for us. We all have enough time to do 
the things we like to do and still usually manage to accomplish 
the things we must. We live in the middle of nowhere, so I nearly 
always cook dinner at home. We have a rotating schedule of 
daily “kitchen helpers.” The kitchen helper pitches in with meal 
preparation, serving, and dishes. Each boy has regular chores 
for which they’re responsible, and I don’t hesitate to ask them 
to pitch in on the extra things that need to be done each day. 
Nate is also really helpful around the house. Somehow, dinner 
dishes and putting away laundry became my husband’s domain, 
and I am truly thankful for his help. It takes all five of us working 
together to make things run well, and I feel extremely blessed 
because it all tends to go so smoothly!

 

Tell me about a really exciting or successful day.

The most exciting moments are those simple times when one 
of the boys recalls something we’ve learned or puts a piece of 
knowledge into practice that we went over together. Those are 
the successful days in my book, the ones that give me that boost 
of encouragement. I also truly appreciate the times when friends 
or strangers remark on how well behaved and considerate the 
boys are in public and around others. When you spend so much 
time together, it’s easy to focus on the places where they need 
work, on their specific personality issues or attitudes. It’s a gift 
to me when someone takes the time to compliment them. It 
helps to shift my perspective and motivates me at home.

 

What was your best field trip?
Our favorite field trip is one that wasn’t even meant to be a field 
trip. We were in Great Falls, Montana (about six hours from our 
home), tagging along on a business trip of my husband’s. The 
kids and I had some time to kill, so we drove around and ended 
up at the Lewis and Clark interpretive center on the Missouri 
River. We literally spent hours poring over the details, difficulties, 
history and significance of the Lewis and Clark expedition, 
enjoying ourselves in every moment. We watched one of the 
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educational videos, walked along the very river Lewis and Clark 
had to portage around, spent time studying the exhibits and 
took part in the activities available to us. We all learned more 
about the expedition in those few hours than any time reading a 
textbook or sitting in a classroom could have hoped to impress 
upon us. It was a reminder to me that as homeschoolers, we 
have the amazing opportunity to creatively expose our kids to 
the stuff of life and hands-on learning each and every day. And 
when learning is more of an experience than a chore, it sticks!

 

Your favorite project?

Two years ago, our curriculum had us focusing on our town—
its history, infrastructure, community, industry, etc. One of the 
projects suggested that we interview an elderly person who had 
been living in town for a long time and could give us a perspective 
beyond what we could get from the city hall pamphlets and our 
own observations. My friend’s grandmother was willing to meet 
with us even though we’d never met her before.

 

The boys and I prepared a list of questions, practiced good 
interview skills, divided up the questions, reviewed how to be 
polite and gentlemanly in someone else’s house, and made sure 
each boy could read his designated questions well. And they 
made sure to elect Mom the secretary/recorder. The boys did 
an amazing job with asking their questions, listening to the 
answers, and asking great follow-up questions out of genuine 
interest in what their interviewee had to say. It was an honor 
to gain wisdom and perspective from a woman who’d lived and 
experienced so much life in the very place we were living and 
growing. It was encouraging to see my kids engaging in exactly 
the kind of socialization I want for them and knowing they were 
enjoying themselves as much as I was. The entire project was 
an immense blessing to all and is something none of us will ever 
forget!

 

Tell me about a day that didn’t work at all.

In our few years of homeschooling, I’ve learned that the days 
that don’t work at all are the ones that start off with me being 
annoyed, cranky, lazy, or altogether unmotivated. The kids take 
their cues from me, and they have no objections to skipping 
school and watching movies all day. I can’t expect my kids to 
excitedly jump all over their studies when I make it obvious I’d 
rather read and drink coffee than head downstairs and do our 
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work. It takes prayer and diligence and the giving up of a whole 
lot of selfishness to live this homeschooling lifestyle.
 

It takes work, but the rewards are immeasurably richer than 
those I could hope to expect from holding on to those tendencies 
in my personality that make some days rougher than others. 
Of course, I believe God brought us to homeschooling for the 
benefit of our kids and their education, but the work the Lord is 
doing through it as well never ceases to amaze me!

 

Are there specific challenges you face with 
homeschooling?

Our main challenge in the beginning was the passive-aggressive 
resistance from the majority of our family and the fear that I 
could succeed only with their approval. Once we moved on and 
decided to respectfully disagree with their dissension and make 
the decisions for our kids that we knew to be right, that part 
got much easier. Now the only difficulties are the same that any 
family faces: impatience, crabby attitudes, battles with laziness, 
and a tiny human’s hard-wired desire to do exactly the opposite 
of what you want them to do!

 

Have you ever thought about quitting?

I’ve had days when I wished it wasn’t so hard and times when 
I’ve thought how convenient it would be to have them all in 
school. But quitting? No, we’ve never considered it. We know 
this to be right for us and have been blessed with the confidence 
and grace to continue. I hope that never stops!

 

Are you planning to homeschool for a specific length of 
time?

Our plan is to bring them all the way through high school. That’s 
still a way off for us, and we just want to take one year at a 
time, but I certainly do hope to graduate all three of them from 
home.

 

What do your kids like about homeschooling?

Well, let’s ask them, shall we?

• Caleb (10): “That my mom is the teacher and I have more 
recess. Oh, and geography—I like that.”
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• Devin (7): “I like the stuff that I learn and the activities we 
do.”

• Andrew (5): “’Cause I like to do the coloring and the stories 
that go with it.”

 

Are there things your kids don’t like about 
homeschooling?

• Caleb: “I don’t like division.”

• Devin: “Nope, nothing. Except when you make me do two 
math lessons in one day. That stinks.”

• Andrew: “I don’t want to learn to read!” (He means it, too. 
Sigh.)

 

What about you as a parent? What are your favorite 
parts and least favorite parts of homeschooling?

This question could be a book in itself! I love that I have the 
opportunity to really know each one of my kids. Their dad and 
I are the ones they talk to when they’re mad or scared. They 
share their happiest moments with their brothers. Nate and I 
get to celebrate every achievement with them.

 

I love the freedom. My husband works a job that has an odd 
schedule, and we can do school when it’s most convenient for us 
as a family. I like that I can quickly address and correct behavioral 
problems or take time to talk about specific life issues as they 
arise. I love being able to teach with our faith in the center of 
everything we learn and do. I appreciate the many different 
kinds of relationships the boys have with kids and people of all 
ages. I adore seeing them master a subject or a project that has 
given them grief. I’m thankful for the way we talk and share our 
thoughts. I’m glad I can tailor the kids’ work to who they are 
and what their abilities happen to be. I love taking the time to 
explore their interests and passions. I really could go on and on!

 

I don’t love having to suffer through every level of math all 
over again. Or science. I suppose I don’t appreciate the stares 
when we happen to be out in public on a school day. I don’t 
particularly enjoy the license some people take by questioning 
your educational choices and philosophies, especially when 
they’re complete strangers. I do realize that some people will 
automatically rebel against the idea that homeschooling could be 
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a good thing because it’s not the “normal” thing, but it can wear 
on my patience. You really do learn to ignore the looks and roll 
with questions, and you will most certainly develop a thick skin 
for the disapproval you encounter. It helps to remember why 
you started and what your goals are, keep a humble confidence, 
and let your lives do the talking!

 

How much time do you spend preparing lessons? Have 
you learned any tricks for planning better?

This has varied by curriculum for me. Since switching to the 
My Father’s World curriculum, I really don’t have to spend 
much time on preparation. I glance through our lessons and 
projects at the beginning of the week to make sure I have all 
the supplies, and every night (when I’m on my game!) I lay out 
the kids’ workbooks, paper, craft supplies, Bibles, math books, 
readers, etc., using a separate 10-drawer craft cart for each 
boy. If you’ve heard of the Workbox System, I would call my 
setup a modified version of that. The days I use the carts and 
lay the work out ahead of time are by far our smoothest and 
most successful days. I also make sure the books we use every 
day are all on one shelf in our school area. I take some time 
each week to make any copies we will need, and I keep them 
filed by weeks in a plastic crate filled with hanging file folders. 
Like many homeschooling moms, I have a profound love for all 
things organizational and office supply-related. I usually find 
some new tool or gadget every year to “help me plan.”

 

How has the homeschool schedule benefited or 
otherwise affected your family life?

We spend a fantastic amount of time together as a family. We 
never really got used to operating on a traditional school schedule, 
as my oldest only ever went to kindergarten at a public school. 
Homeschooling means we have the flexibility to go places and 
take trips on off days and in off seasons and avoid the crowds, 
one of my favorite perks! We also have the freedom to school 
around my husband’s nontraditional work schedule and preserve 
time spent together on his days off. I think we look at trips and 
experiences differently from how we did before homeschooling, 
making sure we look out for the life/educational value in every 
situation.
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What do you see as the biggest misconception that 
people have when they think of homeschooling?

You’ve heard it all before, I’m sure. Homeschooled kids are 
abnormal, unsocialized, and unable to function in the “real 
world.” Parents are unqualified to teach their children unless 
they are “certified.” Homeschool parents try to brainwash their 
children into adopting their fanatic religious views. There are 
certainly some homeschool families that fit these stereotypes, 
but they’re a strikingly small percentage of the ever-increasing 
number of people who make the choice to bring their children’s 
education home.

 

Are you worried about socialization? Why or why not?

I’m not worried at all. The majority of the homeschool kids I’ve met 
(not even including my own) are some of the most responsible, 
hard-working, friendly, trustworthy, and respectful young men 
and women. I want my boys to know who they are in the Lord 
and in our family. I want them to know their own strengths 
and to have a handle on their weaknesses. Their dad and I 
want them to be humble but strong and confident. We expect 
them to be good leaders and diligent workers. Our goal and our 
sincerest hope is that the boys grow up secure enough to have 
conversations, interactions, relationships, and friendships with 
people all over the spectrum in life. It would be heartbreaking 
to me if they could function within or open up to only a group 
of people their own age. That’s not something they can afford 
in their personal and professional lives as adults—why would I 
want that for them now when they’re supposed to be learning 
how best to live the lives that have been granted to them?

 

How often does the homeschool day go as planned?

Oh, man, not often! But you know what? It’s okay! We may 
not diagram the whole page of sentences, but we have time 
to engineer Lego planes and aircraft carriers. We might skip a 
scheduled art project, but we learn about the crayfish the boys 
run down to the river to catch and release every day. Even the 
days that don’t quite go as planned have immeasurable value.  

 

If you could tell someone thinking about starting 
homeschooling one thing, what would it be?

If I were having a conversation with someone thinking about 
starting up, I would advise her to put together a pros–and-cons 
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list or a mission statement of sorts. Write down your reasons 
for wanting to homeschool. What does homeschooling mean for 
your family? What do you want your kids to be like when they 
are grown and out on their own? Take the time to talk with your 
spouse and write down his goals. Make sure you write down 
any concerns, any potential problems you foresee. Think about 
scheduling and consider how much time and perseverance you’re 
willing to dedicate to the teaching of your children. Write down 
everything from every angle and then pray about the things 
you’ve written. It’s been my experience that there’s a point when 
you go from thinking things over and praying for an answer to 
feeling a peace and certainty that your decision is an answer 
from God. I felt that at the beginning of our homeschool journey 
five years ago, a peace that was followed closely by excitement 
and an eagerness to start!

 

I would encourage every new or considering homeschool family 
to put everything to paper before ever looking at a piece of 
curriculum. Curriculum is a tool; it’s not the core of any 
homeschool. Relationships, learning how to learn, discipline, 
character, faith—this is the stuff of real life, and you want to 
pick the method or program that helps you build these skills in 
your kids.

 

To the burned-out and exhausted homeschool family, I say, 
“Welcome!” A homeschool mom who says she’s never been 
burned out is l-y-i-n-g, plain and simple. The key is not to throw 
in the towel because you’ve hit a rough patch. If you’ve written 
down your goals or mission statement, now is the time to pull 
it out and remember why you started down this road in the first 
place. It is not said enough to parents of elementary-age and 
younger kids, but I absolutely promise you that the academic 
portion of your homeschool day is the least important element 
of the whole operation. No matter how fabulous you are, no 
matter how wonderful your curriculum, your younger children 
will not remember much of what you’re teaching them. You have 
to be careful not to focus so much on the academics that you 
unknowingly give your kids public school at home rather than 
the individualized whole-life education you set out to provide.

 

Take a break, ask your kids what they’re most interested in, 
and take two weeks to study that and only that. Examine your 
curriculum and decide whether you need to make some changes. 
There is just no reason to continue with a program that frustrates 
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you and bores your kids. Not every curriculum, no matter how 
shiny, is for every family. It is a fact of homeschool life that 
you’re going to waste money on something that turned out to 
be a total dud. That being said, not every bump in the road 
calls for a radical change. Could a change of scenery give you 
a motivational boost? Take your work to the park or your front 
yard. Ask a friend to help you plan a special activity or project. 
Don’t be afraid to ask your friends who have kids in public school 
to participate in a weekend play or come over after school for an 
interesting science project. Is there something stressful going 
on at home? Take time to deal with it! No math lesson takes 
precedence over the health of your family.

 

Most of all, take time to really pray, think, and talk over why 
things have been so difficult before you make any big decisions. 
Seek out a fellow homeschool mom or trusted family member. 
Lean on your husband. Mine usually has absolutely no idea I’m 
feeling frustrated until I bring it to his attention. More often than 
not, he can bring an encouraging perspective to the situation that 
I was too close or too frazzled to see. Homeschooling probably 
won’t always be easy, and you’ll probably be here again (and 
again!), but it will always be a priceless investment in the lives 
of your children. Be honest about your feelings, remember your 
goals, and lean on your support!

 

Danielle is a born-and-raised big-city Southern 
California girl who has been joyfully transplanted to 
a beautiful small town in southern Montana. She’s 
married to her stud of a high school sweetheart, and 
together they’re raising three handsome, rough-and-
tumble young men. Their family loves the Lord, and 
homeschooling is just one of the many ways they 
have endeavored to give their whole lives to Christ. 
Danielle loves to read and doesn’t go anywhere without 
her Kindle! She also loves to cook, organize, hike in 
beautiful weather, and spend entirely too much time 
playing with all things tech-ish. Danielle also harbors 
a fairly newfound love for all things DIY! You can find 
her blogging at Organizational Hysteria.com.
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Kerry Beck – How To Homeschool My 
Child

 

“I had been a public-school teacher for six years, and I had 
to unlearn some of my training to become a good homeschool 

teacher.” – Kerry

 

Tell me a bit about your family.

Last weekend I celebrated 27 years of marriage to my hubby, 
Steve. Steve and I work together and own several businesses. 
Steve runs Beck Construction, which he founded in 1988. We 
also have an online business that teaches families how to market 
online. Finally, I oversee our homeschool and greeting-card 
business. I spend much more time helping with our businesses 
now because my kiddos have all graduated.

 

Ashley is my oldest, and she starts a new job next month teaching 
at-risk kids in second grade. She is married to Jesse Ortega, 
who is finishing his master’s in engineering. Gentry is my middle 
daughter and will finish her degree in sports management after 
an internship with Rice University in the fall. She keeps me 
organized and on top of our business. Hunter is the baby. He 
starts his sophomore year at Texas A&M and will be a counselor 
for the Aggie Fish Club (for freshman). He is working at a sports 
camp for kids this summer.

 

Steve and I are lucky because all the kids still live in town. We 



You 

Can

spend almost every Sunday together eating lunch after church.

 

I enjoy cooking, sewing, quilting, and scrapbooking. I did not 
like to read as a kid but have fallen in love with books over the 
past 20 years. Ask my kids. They cringe when we see a used-
book store on vacation.

 

How and why did you decide to start homeschooling?

By the time we started homeschooling, it was our only option. 
Ashley had problems in the local Christian school for a couple of 
years, so we decided homeschooling was the only thing left.

 

I had been a public-school teacher for six years, and I had to 
un-learn some of my training to become a good homeschool 
teacher. Homeschooling has been as much of a journey for me 
as for our kids.

 

What were your concerns starting out?

I have a master’s degree in curriculum and instruction, but I 
was still concerned about choosing the best curriculum for my 
kids. The first few years, I spent much time educating myself 
on different approaches to education. Several years ago, I 
compiled this information into my first ebook, Approaches to 
Homeschooling. If you are reading this and would like a copy as 
my gift to you, please e-mail me (kerry@CurriculumConnection.
net).

 

Another big concern of mine was finding opportunities for my 
kids to interact with others their own age. In the end, this was 
not a problem. I could have signed up my kids for homeschool 
activities every day of the week if I’d thought it would have been 
right. There are plenty of opportunities to integrate with others.

 

When you started, what did you know about 
homeschooling?

To be completely honest, my view of homeschoolers was that 
they were too lazy to get their kids up for traditional school—
oops! Once I started homeschooling, I found out there were 
many moms out there who wanted to give their children a better 
education. That’s why they chose homeschooling.
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Many of my well-meaning homeschool friends lent me their 
favorite books. I didn’t ask for any of them, but I skimmed most 
of them. There was one that I fell in love with, For the Children’s 
Sake, by Susan Schaefer Macaulay. Ironically, a college girl 
suggested it to me. It was the only homeschooling book I bought 
that summer.

 

I am privileged to live in a town where there is a great support 
system for homeschoolers. Many of my friends served as support 
for me. The Internet was new back then, so it was not an option.

 

How long did you homeschool?

10 years

 

Did you follow a specific curriculum or method?
I call myself an eclectic homeschooler—a little of this and a little 
of that.

 

Each year, I looked for the best curriculum for our family that 
particular year. After a couple of years, I realized that I lean 
heavily on Charlotte Mason, classical, and unit studies.

 

In the beginning I used Sonlight reading lists, along with 
journaling, copy work and history discussions.

 

Curriculum that I used consistently over the years included 
Excellence in Writing, Simply Grammar and Math-U-See. When 
we started high school, we switched to Saxon Math with DIVE 
CDs, along with Apologia sciences

 

During the last several years of homeschooling, I began following 
a leadership-education approach to homeschooling. I continued 
to use Charlotte Mason and classical ideas, but I spent more 
time giving my kids opportunities to learn leadership skills. This 
included writing and discussing the classics, time-management 
skills and leadership opportunities in the community.

 

My goals were to encourage a love of learning and mentor my 
kids to think critically and biblically. My favorite curriculum for 
encouraging these goals were TruthQuest History and Gileskirk 
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Humanities.

 

What did your typical school day look like?

Our schedule changed over the years as my kids grew up. Let 
me share two schedules that we followed for the most part.

 

Elementary ages:

• Breakfast together with family devotions

• Get dressed, clean up, piano practice, memory songs (give 
Mom time to clean the kitchen and catch her breath)

• Family time, which included reading a fantastic book aloud, 
the kids’ reading poetry aloud, discussion of Bible or history

• Recess, about 10 to 15 minutes

• Snack

• Work on individual assignment until lunch (math, writing, 
reading, spelling, grammar, science, history). I spent time 
with each child going over whatever I needed to teach. Not 
every subject was done every day.

• Lunch

• Silent reading time, about an  hour

• Hands-on activities if we had any

• In the evening, we tried to read aloud, with Dad being the 
reader.

 

Side note: Originally, I read aloud to the kids after lunch. Problem: 
I would fall asleep and have to ask one of the kids to finish the 
chapter. Solution: I created family time as a way to start our day 
and read aloud first. I wanted my kids to know how important 
books are, so I made read-aloud time the highest priority of the 
day.

 

Secondary ages:

• Breakfast together with family devotions

• Get dressed, clean up, piano practice, memory songs (give 
Mom time to clean the kitchen and catch her breath)

• Family time, which included reading a fantastic book aloud, 
the kids’ reading poetry aloud, discussion of Bible or history

• Work on individual work until lunch (math, writing, literature, 
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science, history). I checked in with each kid a few times during 
the week, depending on what they were studying at the time.

• Twice a week we watched a humanities lecture that provided 
a biblical worldview of the historical time period we were 
studying.

• Lunch

• Online classes if any kids were taking one, or finishing 
schoolwork

• Sports practice

• In the evening, we tried to read aloud, with Dad being the 
reader.

 

Tell me about a really exciting or successful day.

I can’t recall a specific day, but I was superexcited when Gentry 
finally learned her multiplication facts. Don’t laugh! By the time 
she was in seventh grade, I had given up on her learning them. 
I had bought every contraption, game, and song to help her. 
Nothing seemed to work.

 

I took her off formal math for a semester. In January, I handed 
her the multiplication tables and told her to use them whenever 
she needed them. By the time she was in high school, she had 
quit using the multiplication chart—woohoo!

 

Believe it or not, Gentry now tutors some of her friends in college 
math. Math is not her favorite subject, but she overcame her 
difficulties in learning it.
 

What was your best field trip?
Ohhh! We had so many great field trips.
 

One of my favorites was going to the state capitol, in Austin, 
where the kids volunteered to be a runner for state Sen. Steve 
Ogden. We also went to Austin once a year to lobby for a specific 
bill that affected homeschoolers in Texas. This was coordinated 
by Texas Homeschool Coalition.

 

Williamsburg was a family favorite. We liked Williamsburg so 
much the kids chose to go back several years later. We were in 
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Virginia for a book show and I asked them what they wanted to 
do in the area. They chose going to Williamsburg over the many 
other possible activities.

 

The Star Wars exhibit at the art gallery was probably the only 
one they really liked at the Houston Fine Arts Museum. Mom 
loved the art museum, but the kids weren’t so enamored with it. 
However, my son began to appreciate art in high school. When 
we were in London, he was the only one who went with me to 
the National Gallery.

 

Our trip to Washington, D.C., involved our kids’ first plane ride. 
We all enjoyed spending a week there. Our pocketbook liked it, 
too, because admission to most places was free.

 

Overall, the kids liked taking all our field trips, as long as we 
went with another family. Being with other families was fun for 
all of us.

 

Your favorite project?

Potato-cannon science project: Hunter made a potato cannon, 
shot different vegetables from it and measured how far they 
flew.
 

Colt advertising campaign: In high school, Ashley had to create 
a 19th century advertising campaign. Since she was a shotgun 
shooter, she was excited about the Colt. She created a campaign 
for that gun.

 

Full-size tepee: We made a full-size tepee and set it up in the 
yard. That was cool!

 

Food projects: Any time I could connect food with education, I 
did so. Projects included Oreo Moon Phases, St. Patrick’s Day 
and Lucky Charms Graph, Homemade Tortillas, Jello Cell Model 
and a Cell Pizza.

 

Food seemed to keep their attention. I continue to share some of 
my food activities on our blog. Just look up the “Activity Guides” 
category, where you’ll find the food activity as well as a free 
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activity guide.

 

Tell me about a day that didn’t work at all.

I can’t think of a specific day, but I know there were days when 
we argued about homeschool assignments. Those were not fun!

 

But they are a stage of life that will disappear.

 

Did you ever think about quitting?

Both of my girls graduated from homeschool while we lived in 
Idaho. We’ve lived in Texas all our lives, except for four years 
while Steve attended seminary in Idaho.

 

When we returned from Idaho, Hunter and Steve thought the 
local Christian school would be best for Hunter. Many things at 
the school had changed for the better.

 

I struggled with this decision, spending much time in prayer. I 
also visited with a few moms whose sons attended the school 
for high school.

 

There was no room for Hunter in the 10th-grade class. It was 
full. A week before school started, we decided to put Hunter 
on the waiting list. Hunter drove me to school to drop off his 
application. He waited in the car.

 

When I turned in the application, the registrar said, “Just a 
minute.” She looked on her computer and told me that someone 
had dropped out the night before. If I hadn’t been sure before, 
I knew then that God wanted Hunter to attend Brazos Christian 
School. It was very clear.

 

That transition was bittersweet. I loved seeing Hunter excel in 
academics and sports. I loved seeing him respond to his coaches 
and male teachers. I loved seeing him re-connect with good 
Christian friends he had known since childhood. But I missed 
having him home during the day, interacting with him.

 

We had done our work by laying a firm foundation in homeschool. 
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Now it was time for a transition. The next three years were 
a growing experience for Hunter. His male teachers and male 
coaches had a huge spiritual and academic impact on his growth.

 

For what it’s worth, I don’t see this as quitting homeschool but 
following God’s lead. I believe homeschoolers should pray every 
year for God’s guidance about their children’s education.

 

What did your kids like about homeschooling?

Shorter days: For the most part, we finished by early afternoon 
so they could take part in extracurricular activities and sports 
practices in the afternoon

 

Biology with co-op: Ashley had a veterinarian as her lab teacher. 
That was cool.

 

Wide variety of books that we read: I wasn’t sure what my 
kids would say about the books we read. During our years of 
homeschooling, they didn’t always enjoy it. Now that they have 
graduated, they tell me how much they appreciate the many 
and varied books we read in our homeschooling years.

 

Are there things your kids didn’t like about 
homeschooling?

Dealing with deadlines. Ashley tried pushing Mom. According 
to Ashley, she had less accountability than she would have in a 
traditional school.

 

Although my kids said they wanted to go to school to be with 
other kids (more in high school), they admit that they had lots 
of opportunities to be with other kids through sports and other 
organizations.

 

What about you as a parent? What were your favorite 
parts and least favorite parts of homeschooling?

My favorite part of homeschooling was giving my kids a biblical 
perspective that they can use for the rest of their lives. I also 
enjoyed the fun activities, reading aloud as a family, learning 
along with my kids.
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How much time did you spend preparing lessons? Did 
you learn any tricks for planning better?

In the beginning (pre-Internet), I spent about two to three 
hours every Sunday night writing lesson plans. My kids attended 
Awana at our church, so I had quiet time to prepare each week. 
I made a master lesson plan for the week. Then I created a 
spreadsheet for each child. We inserted the spreadsheet in a 
page cover. When they finished a task, they checked it off with 
a dry-erase marker. I kept my master lesson plans in a manila 
folder for each year. If anyone ever questioned what we did in 
homeschool, I could pull out that year’s lessons plans.

 

My lesson plan had the days across the top and the subjects 
down the left side of the page. All I did was fill in each box for 
each day.

 

As the kids got older, I taught them how to plan their own 
weekly lesson plans. In ninth grade, we created their weekly 
spreadsheet together. Once they could do this on their own, 
they created their weekly schedule without my assistance. I was 
still involved, but not as much as when they were little. At the 
beginning of the year, we discussed what we would complete 
each year so that we had the same goals. I still checked in with 
them each day. We also had family time to start our day and 
discuss what they were learning.

 

How did the homeschool schedule benefit or otherwise 
affect your family life?

We spent lots of time as a family. Our kids continue to be close 
even though they all live on their own. I think the closeness of 
our family stems from our homeschooling years. Last weekend, 
we had a family getaway to New Braunfels to go tubing down 
the river. It was relaxing and everyone enjoyed it.

 

Since we homeschooled, we had time to support each other’s 
endeavors. My kids say they are so glad that we went to 
basketball or softball games together. It didn’t matter who was 
playing; we all went to the event. Had our kids been in school, 
they would not have been able to attend each other’s activities. 
I was a bit surprised when they told our Sunday-school class of 
young couples that this is something they will continue when 
they have kids.
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There are many benefits to a homeschool schedule, but the last 
one I’ll mention is opening our curriculum store. The kids and 
I opened a small store that was open two afternoons a week. 
The kids took turns going with me to the store. They learned a 
wealth of information in the realm of entrepreneurial skills. All 
three of them have a strong work ethic, and I think it is due to 
an early opportunity to work with me.

 

By the way, my kids did not work for free. We paid them. In 
the beginning, it was only a small amount. As we grew, we paid 
them a percentage of sales made at events. Now they work for 
us and make much more than they would at the mall. In fact, 
their friends are always asking if we have jobs for them.

 

What do you see as the biggest misconception that 
people have when they think of homeschooling?

1. That you should organize your homeschool exactly like the 
public schools.

 

Don’t most of us desire something better for our kids than the 
failing public schools? If so, don’t pattern your homeschool in 
the same manner as public schools. I know there’s a lot of peer 
pressure, but there is also a lot of support if you want to give 
your kids the best education possible.

 

2. Moms’ belief that they are not qualified to teach their kids.
 

It’s ridiculous. Think about it. Most of us went to public school, 
and we want something different for our kids. Many moms think  
they are not qualified to homeschool, so they send them to the 
same public school where Mom did not get a good education. It 
doesn’t make sense to me.

 

If a mom wants to homeschool, I believe she is qualified. All she 
needs to do is pray, then find a few homeschooling friends who 
have gone before her and follow their lead. 

 

Were you worried about socialization? Why or why not?

No!
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If I’d wanted to do so, I could have had my kids in activities 
with other kids every day of the week. What is important to me 
in socialization is my kids’ ability to interact with other people 
in a respectful and mannerly way. Through homeschooling, my 
kids learned how to interact with people of all ages (younger 
and older). If they had attended public or private school, they 
would not have had those opportunities, nor would they have 
the moral compass they receive from their own parents.

 

The year I started homeschooling, a public librarian (who was 
single) told me she loved working with homeschoolers. She said 
it was because homeschoolers were able to interact with people 
of all ages in a respectful manner. She could tell the difference.

 

How do you know whether you’re successful in your 
homeschooling?

Many homeschoolers set college or job as their end goal. My 
goal was to raise my kids to think biblically and critically, to have 
the tools and a love of learning. It wasn’t until we completed 
homeschooling and I saw my kids on their own that I realized 
we’d been successful in homeschooling.

 

Having said that, I should include this caveat: Any success you 
see in my kids is directly related to God’s work in their lives. I 
was a tool that God used in his work in my kids’ lives.

 

On another note, I do not think scores on a standardized test 
tell you if you are successful in homeschooling. There are other 
goals that are so much more worthwhile. Unfortunately, you may 
not see those goals met until many years after you homeschool.

 

But don’t give up. Keep doing what you have been called to do 
in your homeschool. Trust that God is working in you and your 
children.

 

How often did the homeschool day go as planned?

For the most part, our homeschool went as planned. Having said 
that, my last several years of homeschooling were when my kids 
were older, working independently.
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One thing that helped was teaching my kids to live with godly 
character. When they have a work ethic, respect and diligence, 
your day will go as planned much more often.

 

Why did you keep homeschooling? Was it different from 
why you started?

When I started homeschooling, I felt as if it was my only option 
(or my last option) in educating my kids. We had decided public 
schools were not the answer. We tried the private school but still 
had some issues. So we started homeschooling.

 

I fell in love with homeschooling and hope my kids homeschool 
their kids. It is the most natural way to educate your kids while 
still letting them have time to be kids (playtime, imagination 
time, time with family, time with friends, and so forth).

 

After many years of homeschooling, I realized the importance 
of giving my kids a biblical education, or a biblical worldview 
in all subject areas. Throughout our years of homeschooling, a 
biblical worldview was very important. This became my primary 
reason for continuing to homeschool.

 

What are your concerns about homeschooling now? Are 
they different from when you started?

When I started homeschooling, I was concerned about my kids’ 
not spending time with other kids. It didn’t take me long to 
realize that there were many opportunities for our kids to be 
“socialized.”

 

When we finished our homeschooling, I was more concerned 
about our kids’ following God and His leading in their lives. I was 
also concerned about the same things all moms of teenagers 
are concerned about—dealing with friends and the drama that 
goes along with that.

 

If you could tell someone thinking about starting 
homeschooling one thing, what would it be?

For those starting homeschooling:

• Don’t stress. Kids are flexible and resilient. (Really! They are 
very resilient!)
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• Don’t try to do everything the public schools do.

• Do find support (online or offline), a friend you can go to 
when times are tough.

 

For those who are burned out:

You are going through a stage of life. Even though things are 
rough now, there is light at the end of the tunnel. God is faithful. 
Keep being faithful as a homeschool mom.

 

Claim this verse:

“The righteous cry out and the Lord hears, and delivers them 
out of all their troubles. The Lord is near to those who are 
brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.” (Psalm 
34:17-18)

 

It’s true. God is near you when you are down and out. When you 
feel crushed, He is the only one who can save you. Trust in Him!

 

Yeah, I know. It’s a lot easier said than done. Take time every 
day to see the good in your situation. There’s always good in the 
not so good.

 

Finally, find a friend! Whether she is online or offline, find 
someone who can offer support and encouragement.

 

I have an ebook called Everything You Wanted to Know About 
Homeschooling that I would love to give to you as a gift. All you 
have to do to get it is register for it on my home page: www.
HowToHomeschoolMyChild.com

Kerry has worked with moms, teachers & 
homeschoolers the past 30 years. She wants to help 
you in your homeschool endeavors. Whether you 
are a newbie or have experience in homeschooling, 
she wants to share fun activities to use in your 
homeschooling, and encourage you in what God is 
teaching her. You can get her free ebook, Everything 
You Want to Know About Homeschooling  right here: http://
HowToHomeschoolMyChild.com
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Kerry has graduated 3 kids who still live in their home 
town. As an empty nester, Kerry enjoys meeting with 
young moms to encourage them in raising, educating 
and encouraging their own kids. She also has a strong 
desire to show families ways to give children a love 
of learning. In her spare time, she enjoys cooking, 
scrapbooking, quilting and visiting with her friends. 
Did I say she enjoys food? You can connect with 
Kerry at any of these places: Blog, Facebook, Twitter, or 
Pinterest.
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Nicole – ByWordOfMouthMusings
 

“The girls get a big kick out of our back-to-school shopping, 
which involves a day of perusing the stores for fun and comfy 

PJs and a lunch outing.” – Nicole

 

Tell me a bit about your family.

We are a family of four. My husband and I were born in England. 
My husband grew up in England before beginning to travel the 
globe, and I grew up in South Africa but met him there when he 
was on a two-year stint for an airline. We are now both American 
citizens, but we haven’t lost our accents. We live in the grand 
metropolis of Boca Raton Fla., not the most real of environments 
in which to raise kids today, but the tradeoff is that we are 
blessed with great weather and the beach. With a traveling father, 
homeschooling is perfect for our two girls, who are 10 and 14. 
We all love exploring new places and cultures. I also write a blog 
about parenting, homeschooling, infertility, adoption, and life, 
and write for several social media publications.

 

How and why did you decide to start homeschooling?

I had never, ever met a real live homeschooler. In fact, I thought 
it was probably done in the Australian outback and never in a city 
like ours. I researched it for almost a year, not really sure what 
our plans were. The Internet became my best friend. I ordered 
tons of curriculum online, took the kids on a field trip to Panama 
on the day schools started for the year, and then we winged it 
for six months. We had tried public school for a couple of years 
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and private school for three years before pulling the girls and 
going it alone. The girls have truly thrived and can’t imagine 
themselves back in the day-to-day schooling environment at all.

 

What were your concerns starting out?

I am not sure I had concerns when we started homeschooling, 
but I know I was concerned about what their future would look 
like were they to stay in school. Homeschooling seemed a logical 
step even though I had no role models or examples to follow. 
I shopped and shopped, found tons of websites for books, 
curriculum, field trips, activities—and wondered how we would 
fit it all in. I think it may have been easier not knowing any 
homeschoolers when we started, since I had no comparisons 
or standards to measure up to. I think that actually turned 
out to be a blessing in disguise because once you meet other 
homeschool moms, it really is very easy to get sucked into a “Do 
you measure up?” game!

 

When you started, what did you know about 
homeschooling?

It was all shiny and new! The options seemed endless, and the 
opportunities to explore the world in our own way were a very 
exciting prospect. I had no plans to start grinding my wheat 
or growing our own produce and was flummoxed by the idea 
of a jumper-wearing homeschool mom. But now—listen as I 
whisper—I could maybe have a farm and try some of that self-
sustainable stuff, with a few glam weeks of vacation in far-flung 
places thrown in, of course.

 

How long have you been homeschooling?

The girls came home from school one month before the end of 
their kindergarten and fourth-grade years. We have now been 
home for over four years, and I wish I had done it sooner. When 
I look into the materials available for preschoolers and pre-
kindergarten kids, it’s hard to understand why everyone doesn’t 
homeschool their little ones. I really do wish it were something 
I had come across earlier in the game, when it really was a fun 
learning time and not as much serious stuff.

 

Do you follow a specific curriculum or method?
The first year, I ordered each child a full curriculum with beautiful 
textbooks, workbooks, and lovely detailed day-by-day planners 
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that told me exactly how to approach each and every subject 
each and every day. It was a perfect way to start without 
being overwhelmed. We have tried different angles since, been 
involved in co-ops and theater groups, and are currently taking 
full advantage of some amazing online high school classes. If a 
book or program does not work, do not slog it out—ditch it ASAP 
and get on with something else. Not every book works for every 
kid, or every mom. You need to do what you enjoy so it does 
not become a drag for all of you. A child with glazed-over eyes is 
not a learning child. Ask me—I have one who glazes over rather 
quickly.

 

What does your typical school day look like?

When we are not on the road, we live in PJs. The girls get a big 
kick out of our back-to-school shopping, which involves a day of 
perusing the stores for fun and comfy PJs and a lunch outing. 
As soon as those commercials come on and drive you crazy for 
back-to-school shopping, it’s our cue to plan our date.

 

I like to get everyone rolling by 9 a.m., typically Monday through 
Friday. We try to spend one morning or afternoon at the library 
and one at Barnes & Noble. It’s a good break. Sometimes we 
do school over the weekend when we have had lots of travel 
or activities or houseguests. The flexibility really works for us. 
Summer is a great time to get on top of work: School is out for 
everyone else, everywhere you go is busy and hot, and airline 
tickets cost twice as much. A good time to get your ducks in a 
row!

 

What was your best field trip?
Funny you should ask. We arrived home Sunday from a two-
week trip to Jinotega, Nicaragua, where we served with Outreach 
360 and worked in their learning center with 6- to 10-year-olds. 
The average income there is $2,400 a year, poverty is a reality 
of everyday life, and teenage pregnancy is sadly normal. Quite 
a world apart from the one my girls live in here in Boca. We 
have taken trips around the states and to Panama, Mexico and 
Canada, and we have a big trip to Europe planned for spring for 
a wedding. The world truly has been our classroom.

 

Your favorite project?

My youngest daughter has been blessed to be involved with a 
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theater group called Stars in the Universe run by a homeschool 
mom. She is an absolute inspiration to us all. Her shows are very 
professional. She even uses a past Broadway choreographer. 
And all the students are homeschooled. More than 60 kids are 
typically in these productions. They are incredible and just blow 
you away with their talent and expertise.

 

On the home front, having both our girls writing their own blogs is 
pretty awesome, to borrow an American phrase, with my oldest 
currently writing a novel and looking to start her own Etsy store.

 

Tell me about a day that didn’t work at all.

Oh my goodness, I wrote once about the Wrath of God. It 
involved the threat of being struck by lightning. It doesn’t get 
much worse than that. You will have to go and read it to believe 
it.

 

Have you ever thought about quitting?

My oldest has truly blossomed with her homeschool life. I would 
never consider quitting. There are challenging days, but each 
day is shiny and new and filled with promise. And as far as my 
youngest is concerned, shiny, new and filled with promise is a 
good thing.

 

Are you planning to homeschool for a specific length of 
time?

My oldest is already way ahead academically and thoroughly 
enjoying her options. My youngest remains a tad of a challenge 
when it comes to book work. Her passion lies in art and music, 
and movement and creativity. Now, if I can work language arts 
and algebra into that, we will be good.

 

But yes, we are in this for the long haul. There are so many 
options with dual enrollment and early college classes, and your 
kids have so many benefits with regard to the wise and efficient 
use of their time in this environment.

 

My oldest is taking biology and forensics from a forensic 
anthropologist. Hard to beat that with regular school, right?
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What do your kids like about homeschooling?

My kids really enjoy being at home, not having the stresses 
of school and the rushing around. I know my oldest does not 
miss the challenges that came with cliques at school. They love 
hanging in their PJs, and traveling is definitely high on their list 
of likes.

 

Are there things your kids don’t like about 
homeschooling?

Just asked them both. They did not have an answer—which is 
pretty fabulous!

 

What about you as a parent? What are your favorite 
parts and least favorite parts of homeschooling?

I would not trade this time with my girls for the world. When 
they were in school, I was the mom who counted the days in my 
planner till summer started and dreaded sending them back. No, 
it is not always a walk in the park, and every day is not always a 
good day, but we are here and in this together and that is what 
counts.

 

Sometimes it is hard being the disciplinarian, taskmaster, teacher 
and Mom all the time. It can be a little wearing, and that is 
why it is important to take time out for yourself—for dinner 
with girlfriends, a movie night, or, better yet, starting a blog or 
attending a conference!

 

What do you see as the biggest misconception that 
people have when they think of homeschooling?

I actually wrote a post once about not being a jumper-wearing 
homeschool mom. We do not homeschool for religious reasons. 
In fact, my husband is an atheist. We are not right-wing 
conservatives. In fact, we err to the left of center. People ask you 
the craziest questions when you say you homeschool; it’s better 
to brush them off with a smile and say things like “It just really 
works for us” than to get into a debate with someone who wants 
to know why you think you are better than the local school. Our 
families have been extremely supportive of our decision, and 
that is enough.
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Are you worried about socialization? Why or why not?

The girls get to travel and meet all kinds of people from all walks 
of life. That is pretty good socialization.

 

My kids attended a private Christian school for three years. One of 
the reasons we pulled them out was because of the socialization. 
You know the expression “Going to church doesn’t make you a 
Christian any more than sitting in a garage makes you a car”? 
Yes, that.

 

How do you know whether you’re successful in your 
homeschooling?

We still do traditional testing. At some point they have to do 
SATs and ACTs and PSATs and all that other stuff, and I want 
them to be prepared for testing and not scared of it. I have one 
who loves to test and has tested two years at a time each year 
and one who is terrified of testing. However, my goal is to have 
well-rounded, polite, globally conscious kids at the end of the 
day. That will be the true test.

 

Why do you keep homeschooling? Is it different from 
why you started?

I would not change this time with my kids for the world. It really 
is a blessing. If I could take the years back when they were not 
home and do it again, I would do it in a heartbeat.

 

If you could tell someone thinking about starting 
homeschooling one thing, what would it be?

To borrow a well-known line, just do it! I would also tell them to 
slow down in life and enjoy their children. They have years and 
years of responsibility ahead of them, and these are years for 
learning, exploring, and finding their way. Let them be kids. And 
for those unsure, find a friend, find a group, get online, keep a 
journal, start a blog, find support, and talk to someone. There is 
so much support to be had—all you have to do is ask.

 

One thing that has always struck me as vastly different from our 
school experience is the support of other homeschool families. 
When you have an issue, no one ever gives you the “not my kid” 
look. They will always share or put you in touch with someone 
else who can help. People help each other, look out for each 
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other. The general attitude is that when homeschool kids shine, 
it makes all homeschool kids look good. Now that’s community.

Voice of By Word of Mouth Musings – a transplanted 
Brit cross South African, technically a lily white African 
American with an accent. Retired marketing expert 
with the gift of the gab, capable of huge $ fundraising 
& penchant for decorating homes across the globe.

Now offering unlimited advice in infertility, adoption, 
transracial families and parenting. Married to my 
soulmate, an atheist, because I suspect he fears an 
afterlife with me. Liberal Christian homeschooling 
Mama of two blog fodder providing cherubs by day.

Writer at heart. Tweeter by compulsion. Blogger by 
night. Also on Facebook, Pinterest, and LinkedIn.
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Kelly – Generation Cedar

Tell me a bit about your family.

I love living in the deep South with my husband and nine children, 
ranging in age from one to eighteen. My husband is practical, 
steady, and knows how to do almost anything. I am flighty, 
visionary-minded and have about 25 “great ideas” a day. We are 
a great team! We crave simplicity, but our lives are overflowing 
with several home businesses and lots of little shoes. We love all 
things homeschooling, entrepreneurial, and frugal.  We are also 
passionate about making God’s ways known among the nations. 

How and why did you decide to start homeschooling? 

We never talked about homeschooling when we first got 
married. We did, however, discuss that the current American 
way of recreational dating seemed insane, and we both had 
scars to reinforce that thought.  From that we began thinking 
about how we would approach dating and marriage with our 
children differently. We soon figured out that “mainstream 
peer pressure” would make our task virtually impossible, so we 
hesitantly started researching homeschooling. After a few books 
and lectures on the subject, we were sold on the idea.

What were your concerns starting out?

I didn’t want to be labeled “weirdo”, I didn’t want to ruin my kids, 
and I simply didn’t think I could educate them since I had been 
educated in a system that falsely infers that only a “professional” 
is qualified. It took a lot of faith at first, remembering that God 
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gave these children to us, and that we are the best qualified 
to teach them what they need to know, or help them find the 
answers.

When you started, what did you know about 
homeschooling? 

I knew very little, except what I had listened to from the 
Homeschooling DVDs someone gave us. I was leaving my job 
as a high school teacher, and though the misconception is that 
being a teacher made me “better prepared” to homeschool, I 
think it was my biggest obstacle. Trying to bring the classroom 
method home made all of us miserable. So we have evolved in 
our methods over the years, considering each child’s strengths 
and weaknesses, and learning to relax and make homeschooling 
more of a lifestyle than an event in the day.

How long have you been homeschooling?

Eleven years.

Do you follow a specific curriculum or method?
We have always used a “hodge podge” of methods. I believe 
strongly in a “lifestyle of learning”, trusting that God has given 
children the curiosity to learn what they need to learn in a 
resource-rich environment.  This is how they learned the English 
language. We use a “skeleton” curriculum of Math and English, 
with lots of literature and unit study approaches to different 
subjects. I wrote “Think Outside the Classroom: A Practical 
Approach to Relaxed Homeschooling” to help parents define 
what is important to them in their home education, and ways to 
accomplish their educational goals.

What does your typical school day look like?

Breakfast, devotions, dressing and chores, family walk, older 
children doing “formal school” (copywork, math, reading/writing, 
Bible study) while I and an older child help a few younger ones 
with reading. We take a break before lunch. Then we do more 
reading when lunch is done and cleaned up.

Tell me about a really exciting or successful day.

I don’t know that I have one in particular, but any time the 
children read more than what is required, looking up from the 
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book every few minutes to say, “Hey Mom, did you know...?” I 
love seeing a child begin reading and watching the light break 
across his face--that’s when the world of knowledge fully opens 
to him!

Your favorite project?

Building furniture as a family.

Tell me about a day that didn’t work at all.

In the beginning of our homeschooling journey I set up a 
classroom at home and tried to implement the same methods 
by which I had been schooled. I didn’t realize the opportunities 
I was wasting and the freedoms homeschooling afforded us. I 
am glad that’s over.

Are there specific challenges you face with 
homeschooling? 

Our challenges lie in the day to day because every child is 
so different, and gifted in different areas. I am still prone to 
frustration if one child doesn’t sit still long enough or act as 
studious as another one. Schooling this many children in a way 
that best utilizes their learning styles is quite a challenge. 

We’ve had some typical “raised eyebrows” from family, but 
nothing that presented a real hindrance.

Have you ever thought about quitting?

Not seriously, but I have had plenty of tearful “I can’t do this!” 
days.

Are you planning to homeschool for a specific length of 
time?

Life.

What do your kids like about homeschooling?

My oldest answer, “There is a limitless supply of books and 
subjects I can learn each day.” My younger ones said, “We don’t 
have to sit in a hard desk all day, or ride the bus. We get more 
free time”.
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Are there things your kids don’t like about 
homeschooling?

Math!

What about you as a parent? What are your favorite 
parts and least favorite parts of homeschooling?

I love the freedom of “the world as our classroom”, and that 
each child can follow his or her interests and bents. I love that 
learning is a lifestyle. 

I don’t like how society is so ingrained about “one way to ‘do 
school’”. We find ourselves needing to defend a very wonderful 
way to educate. In fact, any mainstream higher educational 
approach still evaluates a student’s abilities primarily by a test 
score. Since we don’t “teach to a test”, my children may really 
excel in what is important to us in an education, but could 
be stigmatized because of the methods and measurements. 
However, I think this trend is slowly changing, much to the 
benefit of all children.

How much time do you spend preparing lessons? Have 
you learned any tricks for planning better?

I usually spend several weeks planning, two or three times a year, 
or when we try something new. I love building our curriculum 
from scratch. It is certainly not the easiest way, but it is the 
cheapest and most flexible. The best trick I have found (which 
simply makes planning easier by nature), is that conversation is 
one of the very best ways to educate children; and sadly, one of 
the most missing elements of modern education.

How has the homeschool schedule benefited or 
otherwise affected your family life?

The flexibility is incredible (we school year-round so we can take 
off at unexpected times or for extended periods of time), but we 
have to be careful to guard our time from phone calls or similar 
interruptions.

What do you see as the biggest misconception that 
people have when they think of homeschooling?

I think because of our own experiences in a classroom, it is difficult 
for people to imagine that a parent (who may not have a degree) 



You 

Can

could teach different subjects. The fix for that misunderstanding 
is that children can learn a great deal all by themselves if given 
the right resources, encouragement, inspiration, and motivation. 
Many people are unaware of the plethora of resources available 
to homeschooling parents--online courses, co-op groups, tutors, 
etc.

Are you worried about socialization? Why or why not?

I’m not worried about it for homeschooling families, but I do 
worry about it, ironically, for kids in the classroom. Being lumped 
together for long periods of time with kids of the same age 
is unrealistic and not a good preparation for life. I’m thankful 
for the way homeschooling allows my children to interact with 
society, talk with people from all ages and backgrounds, and see 
that it’s normal for older teens to interact with babies, elderly 
people, and everyone in between.

How do you know whether you’re successful in your 
homeschooling?

We use the Word of God to define what “success” is to our family. 
For homeschool we consider success to include social preparation 
for life, a love for learning, a passionate pursuit of wisdom, an 
insatiable curiosity, and the ability to find the information they 
need when they need it.

How often does the homeschool day go as planned?

What’s a “plan”? Seriously, with nine children, not often. When 
we choose to “write in” life’s interruptions as part of the plan, 
the day goes far more smoothly.

Why do you keep homeschooling? Is it different from 
why you started?

It is definitely different. We have come to believe that the only 
way to clearly transfer our values, faith, and belief system to 
our children is through the “rising up” and “walking together” 
through the day. We are instructing through life’s innumerable 
lessons and helping them see the world through the lens of 
God’s Word. Endearing their hearts to ours has been paramount 
in order to build the right trust and relationships necessary for 
that transference. It’s how Jesus made disciples and it’s how I 
think we as parents are called.
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If you could tell someone thinking about starting 
homeschooling one thing, what would it be? 

I would say “Relax”. I would say “Trust that the Lord has given 
your child and you all you need to educate--to transfer a way of 
life. Talk a lot. Read and have meaningful conversation.” I think 
these things are foundational to a well-rounded education.

Kelly is wife to Aaron and homeschooling mama to 
nine children. They live a simple but busy life in the 
South, loving the Lord, and on a mission to find the 
perfect cottage industry. Kelly has authored numerous 
articles in homeschooling magazines, speaks to 
women about her family’s experience, and has been 
featured on Generations With Vision and several other 
radio broadcasts. She has written several eBooks to 
help moms carry out the important task of raising the 
next generation. You can find a wealth of practical 
encouragement and inspiration for your day and your 
life at Generation Cedar.
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Leo Babauta – Zen Habits

“We love unschooling, and tell every parent we know about it. 
We love being with our kids all day, learning with them, seeing 

them get excited about things, and learning how to play by 
doing it with them.” -- Leo

Tell me a bit about your family? 

Eva and I have six kids and live in San Francisco, where we 
moved two years ago from our home of Guam. I write about 
simplicity, mindfulness and habits on Zen Habits, while Eva 
handles the bulk of homeschooling four of our kids (the other 
two are from my previous marriage and aren’t homeschooled). 
We love to walk, play, have tea, explore.

How and why did you decide to start home schooling?  

We were inspired by my sister Kat, who had been homeschooling 
her two kids. After reading and talking about it we decided it 
would be best for our kids. Our oldest son was bored in school 
and getting in trouble for reading in class, and we knew we could 
do a better job of challenging him and finding things our kids 
would be interested in learning. We also wanted to spend more 
time with the kids and be more involved in their education.

What were your concerns starting out?

We had the same concerns most parents have about 
homeschooling: will the kids learn math, how will they learn 
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to socialize, will they be able to get into college, and are we 
screwing them up. We also didn’t know what we were doing, 
but as we did more research, we learned that other parents had 
answered these concerns. That was a big comfort.

When you started, what did you know about home 
schooling?  

We learned a lot from my sister Kat, who talked to us about what 
she does, and about our concerns, and lent us books by John Holt 
and other good writers. We did a ton of research on the Internet 
too. There weren’t too many other parents homeschooling on 
Guam (just a handful), and most of our family were pretty 
concerned with what we were doing.

How long have you been home schooling?

About four years.

Do you follow a specific curriculum or method?
We unschool, and have been doing that for the last couple of 
years. Before that we pretty much made up our own curriculum, 
with the exception of using Math-U-See. Now we have no 
curriculum, and work with the kids so that they can find things 
they’re interested in doing, and more and more we’re learning 
to erase the line between life and “learning”.

What does your typical school day look like?

We don’t schedule our days anymore. The kids often have 
things they’re learning about on their own, and we help them 
with whatever they want to do, and read with them. We try to 
find varied things for them to do and provide interesting things 
around them to help them find something that interests them.

Tell me about a really exciting or successful day.

There is no goal, so every day is successful. A great day is 
one where the kids will play, read, play music, build something 
colorful, go outside and explore with us, read with us, talk with 
us or each other.

What was your best field trip?
We don’t really do field trips but anything we do is a learning 



You 

Can

opportunity -- not a lesson but a way to put them in an environment 
that will stimulate them. We all go grocery shopping together 
(the kids all help), but we also went to San Diego and southern 
Europe recently. So the three-week trip to Europe would have to 
be our best field trip.

Your favorite project?

Our 12-year-old daughter has been making origami for months 
and has become brilliant at it. Our 15-year-old son is learning 
to program and wants to make an iPhone game. Our 8-year-old 
son made his own Harry Potter wand and would like to open his 
own wand shop.

Tell me about a day that didn’t work at all.

Every day works. We don’t have any goals so every day that 
we’re alive is a successful day.

Are there specific challenges you face with home 
schooling?  

No. At first we had a lot of resistance from family but we have 
gently educated them, and in time they have come to accept us 
or at least leave us to do our own thing.

Have you thought about quitting before?

Not really. A few times we’ve talked to the kids about the option 
of going back to school, but they don’t want to do it.

Are you planning to home school for a specific length of 
time?

For as long as we can!

What do your kids like about home schooling?

Hot home-cooked lunches, and the freedom. Also, they don’t 
have to wake up early.

What about you as a parent?  What are your favorite 
parts and least favorite parts of home schooling?

We love unschooling, and tell every parent we know about it. We 
love being with our kids all day, learning with them, seeing them 
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get excited about things, and learning how to play by doing it 
with them. There isn’t anything we don’t like, though I’ll admit 
that we’re constantly learning and mostly unlearning things we 
thought we knew about education.

What do you see as the biggest misconception that 
people have when they think of home schooling? 

There are many, but the most common ones are 1) that kids 
won’t learn math; 2) that they won’t be able to go into college; 
and 3) that they won’t learn to socialize. It’s clear from our 
experience and many other homeschoolers’ experiences that 
those are all untrue.

Are you worried about socialization?  Why or why not?  

No. Human beings have been learning to socialize for hundreds 
of thousands of years without the institution of school, and our 
kids are doing fine. Kids learn from their parents, from each 
other, from friends and family, from interacting with people in 
the community, and really it’s not that hard to learn.

How do you know if you are successful or not in your 
home schooling?

If our kids are alive and happy, we’re successful.

How often does the home school day go as planned?

We don’t plan our days. The kids choose their own schedule, 
just as we do as adults. Kids who have their schedule dictated 
to them don’t grow up with the skill of knowing how to do that 
for themselves.

If you could tell someone thinking about starting home 
schooling or getting burned out on homeschooling one 
thing, what would it be?

You won’t know how to do it at first, but that’s OK. You will learn 
along with your kids, which is an amazing experience that most 
parents miss out on.

For those feeling burned out, try a new experiment, and let 
your kids help design the experiment: put your kids in charge. 
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See what ideas they have for things to do, new ways to do 
things. Do research together for ideas on new learning styles, 
new projects. And don’t feel guilty about taking a break for a 
month if you need it, where you let your minds recover and let 
new ideas bubble up from the rest.

Leo Babauta is a simplicity blogger & author. He 
created Zen Habits, a Top 25 blog (according to TIME 
magazine) with 260,000 subscribers, mnmlist.com, 
and the best-selling books focus, The Power of Less, and 
Zen To Done.

Babauta is a former journalist of 18 years, a husband, 
father of six children, and in 2010 moved from Guam 
to San Francisco, where he leads a simple life.
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Conclusion

Thanks so much for reading our stories.  If you are a math 
person you might have noticed you got a bonus and the total is 
actually 26.  Concider it a gift from us to you.  

Now it is time for your story.  Your’s might look similar to some 
of these families and it might not.  

Through it all -- through the ups and downs, through the 
learning of kids and of parents -- we want you to know:

You Can Do It! 

Cover: Five J’s Design

Copy Editing: The Editorial Department

 (both were awesome and I recommend them)
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